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My present invention relates to a can spout that can
be pushed into the top of a can containing a liquid and
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which possesses features that permit a positive locking

action together with a positive seal so long as the user
elects to leave the device in the can. Spouts observed to
be in use presently are either cumbersome and expensive
or are of such uncertain lock and seal as to be in fact
unstable and leaky.

In the accompanying drawing there is shown one com-
plete example of the physical embodiment of the inven-
tion according to the simplest and most practical mode
thus far devised; it will be understood that various
changes and alterations may be made to the exemplified
structure within the scope of the appended claim.

In the drawing:

Fig. 1 is an elevational. view of the device of my
invention.

Fig. 2 is a sectionalized view as in Fig. 1 except that
the device is shown rotated 90 degrees from the position
occupied in Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 is a bottom view.

Fig. 4 is a greatly enlarged view of the ribbed por-
tion of a device of this type, viéwed from an angle simi-
lar to that from which Fig. 2. is seen.

Referring to the drawing, Fig. 1 and Fig. 2 show that
the device consists of a metal tube 4, force fitted into a
hollow body 2, the said hollow body 2 being fitted with a
cap 1 that is of pliable plastic to enable a convenient fric-
tion grip upon the body 2. The tube 4 is cut off at an
angle as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, so that a sharp pointed
edge is provided. The tube 4 contains two or more fins

or ribs on each side, per Fig. 2 at 5, that are milled all.

of the way into the interior of the tube and further are so
milled that the outer edges of these ribs are rounded to a
sharp condition. The sponge tubber ‘(or other elastic)
gasket 6 is of such consistency that it can be com-
pressed without unreasonable pressure. In relation to
the ribs 5 it will be seen that this gasket covers most of
the ribs except for the very lowest ones. Fig. 3 portrays
the oblong nature of the shape of the tube 4. Generally
speaking (although not truly a critical proportion) the
depth of the ribs 5 is such that it is one half the difference
between the horizontal and wvertical diameters of the
tube 4 as viewed in Fig. 3. Fig. 4 shows the indenta-
tions 7, wherein it is seen that the ribs 5 are so milled
as to begin gradually, the relieved areas 7 merging, from
right to left in Fig. 4, into deep cuts that expose the
interior of the tube.
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From the above description it will be apparent that
the user effects operation of the spout as follows: The
tube 4 is pressed, by hand, into the thin metal top of a
can until the gasket 6 is seated lightly thereon. The
tube has cut an oblong hole in the can top, rcughly of
the size and shape of the cross section of the tube itself.

The spout is next pressed downward even farther; this
action compresses the gasket tightly and at the same time
places the edges of the hole in the top of the can in the
vicinity of the upper ribs. At this time a twisting motion
of the hand is used. The broad diameter of the tube thus
begins to occupy the small diameter of the hole in the
can top. The edges of the thin metal can top, guided by
the relieved areas 7 and by the sharp edges of the ribs 5,
enter the space between certain of the ribs. The precise
ribs that come into play at this stage will depend entirely
upon the degree of downward pressure exerted by the
operator. The device, once having been rotated one third
or one fourth turn, has thus become locked in place. The
hand may be removed. When the can is empty, a reverse
twisting 'motion and an upward pull remove the spout
from the can.

In use, liquid is poured via the spout; the ribs act as
additional passages for liquid entering the tube over and
above that entering the large angle-cut end of the same.
The latter action permits drainage of the full amount of
liquid in the can. A further function of. the ribs is th
air vent action that they obviously provide. '

I am aware that, prior to this time, can spouts have
been made wherein pressure would cause them to enter
cans as the sharp edges cut mating holes in the can tops.
I am aware that conventional threads, dents and spring-
ing devices have been used to secure these spouts to the
cans while in use. I do not claim such combinations’
broadly; what I claim as new and dssire to secure by
Letters Patent is:

A re-usable spout for metal cans comprising a hollow
cylindrical body fitted with a removable cap, a rounded
metal tube of oval cross-section fitted securely into the
said body, the protruding end of said tube cut on an
angle for reasonable penetrating characteristics, two sets
of slots cut laterally in the said tube on each side of
the same and at right angles to the longitudinal axis of
the same, beginning where the tube emerges from the
body described and diametrically opposite cne another
across the broadest diameter of the tube, a sponge elastic
gasket over the tube and resting against the shoulder of
the body, the said gasket of such thickness that it covers
a majority of the said slots, whereby the sharp end of the
tube can be forced into a liquid container cutting an
oval hole therein, in turn making it possible by subse-
quent pressure to compress the above-mentioned gasket
and, finally, by a twisting motion, to cause the above-
mentioned slots to mate with the cut edges of the con-
tainer across the narrower dimension of the hole cut in
the same thus providing a spout locked and sealed in
place but which can be removed at will by a reverse of
the insertion process.
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