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(57) Abstract: An image formation device (1) that is provided with a plurality of image carriers (31), a plurality of transter members
(52), and a power source unit (57). Each of the image carriers (31) carries a toner image of a different color. The plurality of transfer
members (52) face the plurality of image carriers (31). The power source unit (57) charges the plurality of transfer members (52). As
a result, the toner image carried by each of the image carriers (31) is transferred onto the moving transter members (51). The power
source unit (57) includes power source devices (58, 58a) that are connected to at least two of the plurality of transfer members (52).
Each of the transfer members (52) that is connected to the power source devices (58, 58a) is arranged so as to be shitted further to
the upstream side or the downstream side of the corresponding carrier (31) with respect to the movement direction (X) of a transfer
target (51).
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

Disclosed in Document 1 (JP 2011-064931 A (Konica Minolta Business
Technologies, Inc.), 31 March 2011 (31.03.2011), paragraphs [0021] to
[0040]; fig. 1 to 5) is “an image forming apparatus provided with: an
intermediate transfer belt (4); four image forming units (5Y, b5M, 5C,
5K) provided side by side along the intermediate transfer belt (4) and
developing a toner image by a yellow, cyan, magenta, or black toner,
respectively; primary transfer rollers (6Y, 6M, 6C, 6K) for primary
transfer of the toner image developed by the respective image forming
units (5Y, 5M, b5C, b5K) to the intermediate transfer belt (4) by
electrostatic force; and a primary transfer power supply (20) for applying
a predetermined ground voltage to the primary transfer rollers (6Y, 6M,
6C, ©6K), the image forming apparatus wherein the image forming units
(5Y, 5M, 5C, 5K) each have a photosensitive body (9) and an electric
charger (10) for electrically charging the surface of the photosensitive
body (9), and the primary transfer rollers (6Y, 6M, 6C, ©6K) are each
shifted, relative to the photosensitive body (9) opposed thereto, in
the travel direction of the intermediate transfer belt (4)."”

Furthermore, disclosed in Document 2 (JP 2011-209380 A (Oki Data
Corp.), 200ctober 2011 (20.10.2011), paragraphs [0014], [0016] to [0017],
[0021] to [0024], [0031]; fig. 1, 3) is “an image forming apparatus provided
with: four independent printing mechanisms (40-1, 40-2, 40-3, 40-4) which
are a plurality of development means for developing a toner image as
a developer image on a sheet, correspond to four colors, black (K), yellow
(Y), magenta (M), and cyan (C), and are disposed along a transfer path
(22) including a conveying belt (30) for conveying a sheet, each printing
mechanism having a charging roller (42), a photoconductive drum (41)
the surface of which is uniformly charged by the charging roller (42),
and a charge eliminating light source (46) for eliminating charge on
the surface of the photosensitive drum (41); a plurality of transfer
rollers (49-1, 49-2, 49-3, 49-4) for pushing the conveying belt (30)
against the photoconductive drums (41-1, 41-2, 41-3, 41-4); and a transfer
voltage generation unit (94) for applying a voltage to the plurality
of transfer rollers (49-1, 49-2, 49-3, 49-4), the image forming apparatus
wherein in each of the printing mechanisms (40-1, 40-2, 40-3, 40-4),
the transferrollers (49-1, 49-2, 49-3, 49-4) areshifted toward downstream
from immediately underneath the center axis of the photoconductive body
drums (41-1, 41-2, 41-3, 41-4).”

Therefore, the invention of claim 1 cannot be considered to be novel
in the light of the invention disclosed in the document 1 or the invention
disclosed in the document 2, and has no special technical feature.

Therefore, multiple invention groups are involved in claims.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (July 2009)
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