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7o all whom. it may concern,: '

Be it known that I, Joax A. Hanp, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Cleve-
land, in the county of Cuyahoga and State

5 of Ohio, have invented certain new and use-

ful Improvements in Ball Returns for
Pocket-Billiard Tables, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. e
My invention relates to improvements in

10 ball returns for pocket billiard tables, and
the like, having pockets to receive balls em-
ployed in the playing of the game, the cb-
ject being, as the name implies, to receive

_the balls from the pockets and return the

15 same to a common position at the head of
the table. - o S
~The primary object of the invention is to
‘provide a generally improved ball returning
evice-or attachment which will be exceed-
20 ingly simple in construction, cheap of man-
ufacture, and efficient in use. S
. A further and very important object is
the provision of a device of this class which
may be readily attached to and detached
from any ordinary pocket billiard table
without in any way altering or hindering
the table itself. : o
A still further and very important object
‘is the provision of .a device for this purpose
which may be readily adjusted to conform
to pocket billiard tables of widely varying
forms and dimensions through the provi-
sion of ‘adjustable track forming sections
each made up of spaced longitudinally" ex-
tending bars connected -at. their adjacent
ends by means of frictionally connected
guide sleeve or coupling members so that
the track forming sections may be readily
lengthened or shortened as required. ,
A still further object is the provision of
improved means for attaching the track
forming sections to or detaching the same
from the underside of the table forming or
‘rail members. ' :
With the above mentioned and other ends
in view, the invention consists in the novel
construction, arrangement and combination
of parts, hereinafter described, illustrated
in one of its embodiments in the accompany-
ing drawings and particularly pointed out
in the appended claims. - ,
Referring to the drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a_per-
spective view of an ordinary pocket billiard
table equipped with a small return. device
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constructed in accordance with this inven-
tlon. , : ,

-Fig. 2, an enlarged fragmentary perspec-
tive view of one of the ball receiving end
sections, one set of track supporting and at-
taching brackets being shown in-disassem-
bled position. , , S

Fig. 3, an enlarged. fragmentary view,

_'partly in side elevation and partly in sec-

tion, of one of thé sleeve coupling members

-with the adjacent connected ends of one of

the track forming rods comprised in the ad-
justable track forming sections.

drawings. .

The Improved attachment or device may
be readily attached to pocket billiard. tables,
or the like, of any suitable and convenient

form and embodying the usual frame form-

ing members or rails 1, and having the usual
number and location of pockets 1.~
The improved attachment comprisés suit-

able ball receiving track ot race-ways of ap-
‘proximately trough shape in" cross section

and extending along the sides and across
the end of the table in position to Teceive

the balls as they drop from the pockets 12
Tt will therefore be understood that the
‘pockets are open at their lower portions and
the track or race-way at either side is ar-

ranged at such an inclination toward the
front or starting end of the table as will

‘direct the balls by gravity to that end.

- “As a means of adjusting the ball track or
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_Similar ‘numerals of reference designate - |
like parts throughout all the figures of the
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race-way to conform to the particular di-

mensions of the table to be equipped, the
track-ways are made up of longitudinally
adjustable sections each comprising a plu-
rality of properly spaced bars or rods 2
and 22, the side bars 2 forming guide mem-

bers and the bottom bars 2* forming a di-
rect support or guide-way for supporting

the balls as they travel along the ball race-
way. .
As a means of adjustably receiving and

guiding the adjacent ends of the side and

bottom bars 2 and 2* comprised in the va-
rious track forming sections, elongated
guide sleeve members 3, are provided, said
sleeve' members being preferably formed of
relatively thin metal and provided at their
ends with inclined or bevelled portions 82,

As a means of detachably and adjustably

connecting the respective tracks or guide-
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ways to the undersides of the frame or rail
members 1, the latter are provided with rel-
atively flat horizontally extending brackets
4, having offset portions forming offset loops
or guide ways 42,

As a means of properly spacing and hold-
ing and supporting the side and bottom
forming rods or bars 2 and 2% respectively,
suitable hangers are provided, each of said
hangers comprising a depending loop por-
tion 5, extending about the bars or rods and
a horizontally extending shank or tongue
member 5% The tongues 5* are adapted to
be inserted in and to be moved relatively in
the guides or loops 4* of the suspending
brackets 4. The surrounding loops 5 may
be provided with struck out tongues 6* to
slidably receive and contain the sides of
the bars or rods 2 and 2% but terminating
short of the inner peripheries of the latter
s0 as not to be engaged by the balls. - The
transversely extending terminal or end sec-
tions arranged at the head or starting end
of the table are spaced apart and supported
by suitable brackets of the character above
described and are arranged above a suitably
supported receptacle or basket 7, of sufficient
size to hold or contain all the balls required
in playing a game upon the table.

The initial track forming adjustable sec-
tions at either side and at the foot of the
table may be formed by forming the side
bars 2 of a single length and bent to form
a loop 2¢ the latter being comnected to the
bottom bar 22, by means of a curved sleeve 29,
terminating in a connecting loop 2°. )

Having thus described one of the embodi-
ments of my invention, without having at-
tempted to set forth all the forms in which
it may be made, or all the modes of its use,
what I claim and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is,— :

1. In a ball return attachment for pocket

billiard tables, trough shaped ball receiving .

sections each made up of spaced bars, guide
sleeves frictionally conneeting said spaced
bars, and suspending loop members extend-
ing about said bars. )

2. A return device for pocket billiard
tables, comprising longitudinally adjustable
ball race-ways consisting of sections of bars
arranged in trough shape, and connecting
sleeves adjustable over the ends of said bars
between each section.

3. A return device for pocket billiard
tables, comprising longitudinally adjustable
ball receiving race-ways consisting of bars
arranged in trough shape, and connecting
sleeves extending over and adjustable rela-
tively of the ends of said bars.

4. The combination with a pocket billiard
table, of a track-way made up of adjustable
sections including guide rods and adjustable
coupling sleeves, and carrier clips extending
about said track-way and adjustably mount-
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ed beneath the side rails of the pool table
to receive the balls through the pockets
thereof.

5. In a ball return attachment for pocket
billiard tables, trough shaped ball receiving
sections each made up of spaced bars, ad-
justable guide sleeves frictionally receiving
and connecting said spaced bars at their ad-
jacent ends, and suspending loops extending
about said bars and provided with clips in-
dividually engaging said bars.

6. An attachment for pocket billiard
tables, comprising a ball return attachment
consisting of ball receiving trough shaped
sections each made up of spaced bars, guide
sleeve coupling members for connecting the
latter, and suspending bracket loops sur-
rounding said bars of said trough shaped -
sections and terminating at their upper ends
in horizontally extending bracket tongues :
adapted to be secured beneath the side and
end rails of the table.

7. An attachment for pocket billiard
tables, comprising a ball refurn attachment
consisting of ball receiving trough shaped
sections each made up. of spaced side and
bottom bars, guide sleeves for frictionally
engaging the ends of the latter, and sus-
pending bracket loops surrounding said .
bars of said trough shaped sections terminat- .95
ing at their upper ends in horizontally ex-
tending bracket tongues detachably and ad-
justably secured beneath the side and end -
rails of the table. ' :

8. A ball return attachment for pocket
billiard tables, comprising a plurality of ad-
justable ball receiving trough shaped sec-
tions each comprising a plurality of spaced
bars, guide sleeves for comneeting the ad-

jacent ends of said sectioms, bracket mem-
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‘bers beneath the rails of said pocket billiard

table, and suspending bracket loops sur-
rounding said - sections and adjustably
mounted in said bracket whereby said sec-
tions are suspended beneath the pockets of 110
the pocket billiard table. .

9. A return ball attachment for pocket
billiard tables, comprising a plurality of ad-
justable ball receiving trough shaped sec-
tions each comprising a plurality of spaced 115
bars, guide sleeves connecting the adjacent
ends of said sections, bracket members be-
neath the rails of said pocket billiard table,
and suspending bracket loops surrounding
said bar sections and provided with tongues 120"
adjustably mounted in said brackets where-
by said sections are suspended beneath the
pockets of the pocket billiard table.

10. In a ball return for pocket billiard
tables, in combination with table frame 125
meinbers, including side and corner pockets;
horizontal brackets secured beneath said
frame members and provided with guide
loops, depending loop members terminating
in horizontally extending tongues seated in 130
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said guide loops, and ball receiving sections
made up of spaced side bars and an interme-
diate bottom bar, and coupling sleeves fric-
tionally engaging and adjustable on the ends

“of said bars, said sections being arranged in

an inclined position beneath said pockets.
11. In a ball return for pocket billiard
tables, in combination with the table frame
members, including side and corner pockets;
of brackets secured beneath said frame mem-
bers and provided with offset guide-ways,
suspending carrier clips comprising de-

8

pending loop members and horizontally ex-
tending brackets adapted to enter said off-
set guide-ways, and trough shaped ball re-

ceiving sections made up of spaced bars and

adjustable coupling sleeves frictionally en-

15

gaging the ends of the latter, said sections

being arranged in an inclined position be-

neath said pockets and terminating at their 20

Jower ends in a ball receiving receptacle.
In testimony whereof I have affixed my

signature. -
JOHN A. HAND.



