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M Letters Patent No. 85,647, dated January 5, 1869. - 

IMPROvEMENT IN EXPRESS-MESSENGERS' SAFE. 

The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same. 

To al uhom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, THoMAs DolLAN, of Albany, in 

the county of Albany, and in the State, of New York, 
have invented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Chestfor Express-Messengers, and Iron Fire-Proof 
and Burglar-Proof Safes; and do hereby declare that 
the following is a full, clear, and exact description 
thereof, reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, and to the letters of reference marked 
thereom. 

In the annexed drawings, making part of this speci 
fication 
A represents a safe, whichis cast ofirón, orsteel, or 

other suitable metal, and without a top. This safe 
can be cast plain, or with panels in its sides and bot 
tom, orany other desirable manner. 
Agroove, d, is cast in three sides of the mouth or 

top of this safe, leaving the flange or bead O abôve 
and the flange or shoulder E beneath it. 
B represents the top of this safe, which is cast of 

iron or steel, and in one or more pieces. · The edges 
of this top slip in the groove d of the safe. 
The outer edge of the top has a bead, D, upon it, 

so that when the topis closed, this bead corresponds 
with the bead C, its edges and the corners of the safe 
at the ends of the grooves being mitred, so asto make 
a close joint. 

A. lockis fitted on the front side of the safe, on its 
inside, and the top, B, is provided with a recess near 
its front edge to receive the bolt of the lock. 

e represents lugs, which are cast upon the ends of 
the safe, and which have holes through them, and 
ears upon their upper sides. M 
G represents the safe-handles. These handles have 

their ends bent and sprung into the holes in the lugs 
e. The handles are prevented from rising higherthan 
a horizontal, or a position at right angles to the safe, 
by the ears upon the lugs. 

Agreat saving is effected over the ordinary safe, 
by this mode of construction. . 
By this arrangement for a sliding door, I do away 

with the bolts, and hinges, and screws, and wheels, 
necessary with the old door, and thus save a great 
deal of expense. 

This safe can be made cheaper, while it is stronger 
and lighter than the old safe. v 

This safe possesses many advantages over the old 
safes. k. 

It will be seen that no hinges are used, and that, by 
means of the sliding plate, when opened, the dooris 
not so much in the way as it would otherwise be. 

It is more secure, and less liable to be broken into 
by burglars, as it is more dificult for a chisel orother 
instrument to be inserted to pry open the lid. 

I am fully aware that boxes have been heretofore 
-known with sliding lids; but a safe constructed as I 

· have set forth above, and with the lid thereof sliding 
im grooves, instead of being hinged, is more economi 
cal and secure thala others known to me. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 
What I claim, is– 
.1. The within-described safe, cast of steel or iron, 

with a groove around its mouth, and having a sliding 
door, as represented, the safe and door being con 
structed, and connected, and used, as and for the pur 
pose set forth. M 

2. The lugs e upon the ends of the safe, and the 
handles G secured to them, as and for the purpose set 
forth. 

Intestimony that I claimtheforegoing, Ihave here 
unto set my hand and seal, this 22d day of October, 
1867. M K 

THOMAS DOLAN. [L. s.) 
Witnesses : 

JosEPH W. RUssELL, . 
STEPHEN G. NORTHROP. 

  
  

  

  


