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ABSTRACT: A computer cardbox is disclosed for storing and 
carrying computer (IBM) cards, the cardbox being readily ex 
pandable and having pockets for accommodating a band 
which holds the cards. 
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COMPUTER CARD CARRYING BOX 

There is a growing demand for use of computers in various 
facilities, especially in technical schools. The use for compu 
ters, in turn, normally requires the use of computer (IBM) in 
formation storage cards for utilization with or by the com 
puter. These cards are handled and carried by the computer 
user from one place to another. 
While the prior art includes cases for transporting IBM 

cards; such prior art cases are relatively bulky and heavy. Ac 
cordingly, there is a present need for a means of storing and 
carrying computer cards conveniently, as in small groups, in 
cluding means for preventing the cards from getting damaged 
or soiled by the elements. The box of the invention completely 
encapsulates a group of cards to facilitate the handling of the 
cards, and to protect them from the elements and from 
damage. 

Briefly, the invention provides a computer card-carrying 
box which may be constructed of a plastic or other suitable 
material to accommodate the standard computer card and 
which is expandable to accommodate groups of cards of vari 
ous thickness. The card-carrying box of the invention has 
pockets for accommodating a band, usually a rubberband, 
with which the cards are retained as a group. 
The foregoing and other objects, features and advantages of 

the invention will be apparent from the following more par 
ticular description of preferred embodiments of the invention, 
as illustrated in the accompanying drawings. 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 shows an isometric view of the card box in ac 

cordance with the invention; 
FIG. 2 is an exploded view of the box of FIG. 1 showing an 

expansion unit; 
FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken along lines 3-3 of FIG. 

1 showing cards within the box and including a rubberband 
around the cards; 

FIG. 4 is an end view of the box of FIG. 2 in a closed condi 
tion; 

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view taken along the lines 5-5 of 
F.G. 4; and 

FIG. 6 is an exploded view showing a modification of the 
box of FIG. 1 wherein the box includes a reinforcing wire 
structure and a handle for carrying the box. 

Referring to FIG. 1, the computer card-carrying box 11 in 
accordance with the invention includes a rectangular bottom 
portion 13 having an open top, also see FIG. 2. A cover 15 
similar in construction to bottom portion 13 telescopes or fits 
over the portion 13. The bottom portion 13 and cover 15 in 
clude outwardly extending sections 17 and 9, respectively, 
formed approximately midway between the ends of the box 
11. The sections 17 and 19 are for purposes of accommodat 
ing a string or band such as, for example, a rubberband i8 (see 
also FIG. 3) which may be placed around the cards to retain 
the cards in a group when handled or carried in the box 11. 

Horizontal ridges 24 on the outer surface of section 9 pro 
vides a convenient means by which the user's fingers can grasp 
the cover 15 for removing or replacing the cover. Horizontal 
ridges 26 on section 17 are provided to abut and limit 
downward (as oriented in the FIGS.) positioning of the cover 
15 on bottom portion 13. 

Preferably the box 11 may be made of any suitable plastic 
such as a transparent plastic, so that the cards within the box 
can be viewed without taking the cover 15 off the box. We 
have found boxes of metal construction to also be satisfactory. 
FIG. 2 shows an exploded view of the box of FIG. 1 includ 

ing an expansion unit 22 positioned in relative position 
between bottom portion 3 and cover 15. 
The expansion unit 21 comprises a rectangular shaped shell 

22 open at the top and bottom ends and similar in peripheral 
outline to bottom portion 13 and cover 15, as clearly shown in 
FIG. 2. The lower portion of the shell 22 includes an outstand 
ing shoulder 23 formed around its periphery. Shoulder 23 is 
arranged to fit around and telescope onto the upper edge of 
the bottom portion 13, also see FIGS. 4 and 5. 
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The shoulder 23 includes spaced positioning pins 25 extend 

ing inwardly from its inner surface. Pins 25 are received in 
recesses 27 formed on the outer surface and adjacent to the 
upper edge of bottom portion 13. Expansion unit 21 is con 
veniently affixed to bottom portion 13 merely by snapping the 
pins 25 into recesses 27 to thereby firmly affix the expansion 
unit 21 on the bottom portion 3. Note that the recesses 27 do 
not pierce the shell 21, but are in the form of depressions in 
the surface of bottom portion 13. 
The upper section of the expansion unit 21 is of the same 

size as the bottom unit 13 and is adapted to receive or permit 
the telescoping of the cover 5thereon, as shown in FIG. 4. 
The upper edge of expansion unit 2 includes recess 29 

therein similar to recesses 27 in bottom portion 3 for receiv 
ing additional expansion units such as 21 whereby the height 
of the box 11 can be enlarged as desired by adding and affixing 
expansion units 21 to one another. 

FIG. 6 shows an exploded view of a card-carrying box 1A 
which is a modification of the boxes shown in FIGS. -5. Box 
1A includes a bottom portion 3A similar to bottom portion 
13 of FIGS. 1-5. A wire frame 29 conforms to and is placed 
around the periphery of bottom portion 3A. Frame 29 com 
prises a pair of spaced wires 3 and 33 entirely encompassing 
the periphery of the box 13A. Spaced cross wires 35, only one 
cross wire being shown in FIG. 6, are positioned at the right 
hand (as oriented in FIG. 6) corners of frame 29 to affix the 
two wires 3 and 35 to each other. A wire handle 37 is 
mounted on cross wires 35. Thus the wire frame 29 stiffens or 
strengthens the box A as well as providing means for con 
veniently carrying the box by a handle. 
A pair of corner flanges 39 and 41 are placed on the left 

hand corners of the bottom portion 13A. 
The flanges 39 and 41 include respective cover attaching 

pins 43; only one being shown in FIG. 6. The cover 5A for 
bottom portion 13A includes a pair of hinging ears 45, only 
one being shown in FIG. 6. Each ear 45 has an aperture 47 
formed thereon which can be snap fitted on its respective pin 
43. Accordingly, cover 5A can be hingedly mounted on the 
bottom portion 13A. 
A closure pin 49 is formed on wire 3 adjacent the handle 

37. The cover 15A includes a closure ear 5 having an aper 
ture 53 which receives the pin 49. Closure ear 51 and aperture 
53 snaps over pin 49 to permit closure of the cover 15A on 
bottom portion 13A. 
Note that the embodiment of FIG. 6 the wire frame 29 may 

be dispensed with, and the hinge pins such as 43 and the clo 
sure pin 49 can be formed directly on bottom portion 13A. 
This may be desirable to reduce the cost of manufacturing the 
box of the invention. 
While the invention has been particularly shown and 

described with reference to preferred embodiments thereof, it 
will be understood by those skilled in the art that changes in 
form and details may be made therein without departing from 
the spirit and scope of the invention. 
We claim: 
1. A box for carrying groups of computer cards comprising: 
a rectangular bottom portion having a base, sides and an 
openiop; 

a cover for said bottom portion, said cover being similar to 
said bottom portion in peripheral outline; 

an expansion unit comprising a rectangular shell for receiv 
ing said cards and being similar to said bottom portion in 
peripheral outline; 

an outwardly extending shoulder on the lower periphery of 
said expansion unit receivable on said bottom portion; 

said bottom portion including recesses along its upper edges 
thereof; 

positioning pins formed on said shoulder of said expansion 
unit and receivable in said recesses whereby said expan 
sion unit may be snapped into position on said bottom 
portion; and 

the upper periphery of said expansion unit heing telescopa 
ble into said cover. 


