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Application filed March 1, 1897, Serial No. 625,638, (Nomodel.)

To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown thatI, HELEN BATHIA RENNIE,
of the city of Stratford, in the county of Perth
and Province of Ontario, Canada, have in-
vented a certain new and Improved Bicycle-
Skirt Adjuster, of which the following is a
specification. '

The object of the invention is to provide
a simple, effective, and cheap device for the
use of lady cyeclists whereby the skirt is pre-

- vented from working up by the action of ped-

aling, as well as from blowing between the
dress-gnard and the spokes of the rear wheel
when it is windy or the pace is fast, thus af-
fording all the convenience of a divided skirt
without attracting the attention which is
usually bestowed on that class of attire; and
it consists, essentially, of a band of rubber
webbing or other elastic material adapted for
attachment at its lower end to the boot or
gaiter, while its upper end is attachable to
thie front seam of the skirt near the knee, so
as toform an elastic connection between this
seam and the rider’s foot, and thus permit
freedom of action; also of a band of rubber
webbing or other suitable material attached
near the upper end of the first-mentioned
band and adapted for attachment to the rear
seam-of the skirt, so as to be in a substan-
tially horizontal position when in operative
position, substantially as hereinafter de-
seribed.

Figure 11is a view showing my *skirt-ad-

_juster” in operative position, partof the dress
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being broken away to indicate the mode of
connecting it to the boot and to the skirt.
Fig. 2 is an enlarged detail of my device de-
tached from the boot and skirt.

In the drawings like letters of reference in-
dicate corresponding parts in both figures.

In Fig. 1, A is a skirt,which is partly broken
away to show my skirt-adjuster in operative
position. _

B is the rider’s left boot, which is shown
resting on a pedal. ,

Cisan elastic band of suitable length, pref-
erably made of rubber webbing, and is pro-
vided with a buckle (7, in order to make it
adjustable as to length when required.

"D is a ring which is hidden from view in

Fig. 1, but shown in Fig. 2 at the lower part
of the elastic band C. It is buttoned into

the boot or gaiter or may be laced into the

boot when laced boots are worn. The upper
end of this elastic band ‘Cis attached to a
connecting-ring E or similar device, and thé
upper elastic band F, which is also preferably
made of rubber webbing, is also attached to
this connecting-ring. Thisupper elastic band
is also provided with a large buckle F’ to ad-
Jjust its length to suit the cut of the dressand
the width of the material, in order that the
spring-metal grip G’ may grip the selvage of
the back seam. The spring-metal grip G is
shown connected to the connecting-ring B by

the cords ¢ or an equivalent mode of attach- -

ment. This spring-metal grip G grips the
selvage of the front seam of the dress near
the knee of the rider. It of course cam - be
adjusted up or down to suit the rider’s con-
venience, and the lower ring D on the other
end of this elastic band C-may be buttoned
onto alower button instead of the upper but-
ton, as indicated in the drawings. These
spring-grips G G’ are shown in Fig. 2. The
sideview,showing the metalgrip &', illustrates
a preferable form. The gripping ends are
provided with teeth in the usual manner, and
as they grip the selvage of the dress no harm
can be done to the material. This metal grip
G’ is attached to the end of the upper elastic
¥ by means of a small cord for equivalent
method. .

It will of course be understood that a de-
vicé stmilar tothat just indicated is also fitted
on the far side of the dress, as well as to the
boot or gaiter on the other foot.

The upper elastic band F is designed to
gather in the fullness of the skirt to the side
in order to keep the skirt from being blown
or caught between the dress-guard and the
spokes of the rear wheel.

I thus provide a device which possesses the
double merit of great simplicity and cheap-
ness, and by using it the ordinary bicycle-
skirt is rendered quite as convenient as a di-
vided skirt and wheeling is made both safe
and pleasurable in an ordinary walking-cos-
tume and all necessity for weighted skirts or
skirts made of heavy material is done away
with. . ,

‘What I claim as my invention is—

1. In a device of the class specified, the
combination of an elastic band provided at
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one end with means of attachment toa cyeclist’s
boot, and at the other to a front seam of the
skirt, an upper elastic band connected to the
first-named band near the attaching device
for the front seam and provided with means
of attachment to a rear seam of the skirt,
substantially as described and specified.

2. In a device of the class specified, the
combination of an elastic band adjustable as
to length and provided at itslower end when
in operative position, with means of attach-
ment to a cyclist’s boot, and at its upper end
to the front seam of a skirt; an upper elastic
band adjustable as to length and connected
to the first-named band near its upper end
aforesaid, and provided with means of at-
tachment to a rear seam of the skirt so asto
be substantially horizontal when in operative
position, substantially as specified.

3. A skirt-adjuster, comprising the follow-
ing elements: the elastic band C; thering D}
the connecting-ring E; the upper elastic band
F; the spring-metal grip G, suitably con-
nected to the connecting-ring E; and the

spring-metal grip G, suitably connected to
the upper elastic band F, substantially as de-
scribed and for the purpose specified.

4. In a device of the class specified, the
combination, of the elastic band C, adjust-
able as to length by the buckle C'; the ring
D, at the lower end of the band C, when in op-
erative position,for attachment to the cyclist’s
boot; theconnecting-ring E; the spring-metal
grip G, connected to the connecting-ring L,
by the cord g, for attachment to a front seam
of the skirt; the upper elastic band F, ad-
justable as to length by the buckle I'; gnd
the spring-metal grip G', connected to the
end of the upper elastic band F, by the cord
f, for attachment to a rear seam of the skirt,
substantially as described and for the pur-
pose specified.

Stratford, February 22d, 1897.

"HELEN B. RENNIE.

In presence of—
J. P. MABEE,
GEO. RENNIE.
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