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This invention relates to stamps, and is more
particularly. concerned with stamps of the self-
inking type.

Briefly, stamps of the type ‘to which this in-
vention pertains commonly comprise an-inverted
U-shaped main frame; the transverse portion of
which is in the form of an inverted cup having
an ink pad secured.therein. Secured to the up-
ber surface of the transverse portion of the main
frame’ is a piston’ or plunger which is adapted
to carry a handle for the stamp, this handie hav-
ing ‘a second inverted U-shaped frame secured
thereto. This latter frame has a stamping die
rotatably mounted thereon, the die being dis-
posed below the transverse portion of and be-
tween the legs of the main irame, and a compres-
sion spring confined within and between the
piston and handle normally holds the stamping
die in"engagement with the ink pad. During a
stamping operation; the handle and its asso-
clated:frame and stamping die are moved down-
wardly against the action of the spring and, at
the same time, suitable means connected be-
tween the stamping die and the legs of the main
frame serve to rotate the stamping die through
an arc of 180°, thereby removing the stamping die
from engagement with the ink pad and present-
ing its stamping face to the article to be stamped.
Upon release of the handle, such handle, to-
gether with its associated frame and stamping
die, is moved - upwardly under action of the spring,
the stamping die rotating through its previous
path of 180°, by reason of the means connected
between the stamping die and the main frame, to

5 again present its stamping face to the ink pad,

to be re-inked. .
Heretofore, in stamps of the above. type, the
rotation of the stamping die from the ink pad
began substantially at the instant of initial down-
i ward movement of the handle and its associated
frame. Likeéwise, the return rotation of the
stamping die -from. the article being. stamped
began substantially at the instant of initial up-
ward movement of the handle, under action of
- the spring, when pressure. was removed there-
from, The result was that there was a. wiping
action of -the stamping die acrosg the ink pad
~in its movement therefrom and, likewise, a wip-
ing-action of the stamping die across the article

50 being stamped, in. its movement therefrom, Such

b3

wiping dction of the stamping die across the ink

vad and the article being stamped is objection-
able, for obvious reasons. ‘

Broadly, one of the chief objects of the present

» invention resides in providing a stamp of the

(CL 101—334)

character described, with means for rotating the
stamping die in such manner that the objection-
able feature of the wiping action of the stamp-
ing die with the ink pad and the article being
stamped will be eliminated.

More specifically, it is an object of the present
invention to provide g stamp: of the character
described, with a new and improved form .of
means connected between the stamping die and
the main frame whereby, upon initial downward
movement of the handle, the stamping die will
be moved downwardly with g straight line mo-
tion from the ink pad. Upon further downwsard
movement of the handle, such means will rotate
the stamping die completely through its arc of
18€°, and upon continued downward movement
of the handle, the stamping die will be moved
with a straight line downward movement from
its last named position into engagement with the
article to be stamped. Upon upward movement
of the handle, such movements of the stamping
die will be reversed, that is, the stamping die,
upon initial upward movement of the handle
under action of the spring, will move upwardly
in a straight line from the article stamped, after
which it will be rotated completely through its
arc of 180°, and then move into engagement with
the ink pad, to be re-inked, by an upward straight
line movement from its last named position.

Another broad object of the present invention
resides in providing a stamp of the character de-
scribed with means for cooperating ' with the
stamping die thereof, and preferably - bearing
printing characters for stamping the date of re-
ception or transmission of letters, papers, and
the like. Briefly, the bed plate of the stamp,
which carries the stamping die, is provided with
a-pair of spaced flanges or lugs depending from
the under surface thereof. A dating -assembly,
breferably of the four-band type, is disposed
between these lugs and has one end thereof pro-
Jecting through a slot in the bed plate and the
stamping die, and with the printing characters
on. the bands of the dating assembly normaily
disposed in the plane of the printing characters
on-the stamping die for cooperation therewith.
A substantially- U-shaped strap, passing around
the opposite end of the dating assembly, partial-
Iy seats in slots formed in the lugs and, at its
free ends, this strap is connected with the mech-
anism connecting the bed plate with the handle
of the stamp. Suitable means is provided be-
tween the dating assembly and the strap to per-
mit:of the dating assembly being adjusted rela-
tively to the slot in the bed plate and the stamp-
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- to receive an ink pad i1,

2.

ing die, whereby the dating assembly may be ad-
justed with respect to the stamping die so as
to bring the printing characters on the dating
assembly into the plane of the printing char-
acters on the stamping die, in case there is any
uneven wear on the printing characters of these
two members.

More specifically, therefore, another object of
the present invention resides in providing means
of simple and efficient construction for securing
the dating assembly to a stamp embodying the
principles hereinbefore described.

A still further object of the invention resides
in providing a simple and positive means for
adjusting the dating assembly relative to the slot
in the bed plate and stamping die whereby the
printing characters on the stamping assembly
may be caused to lie in the plane of the printing
characters on the stamping die.

Other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will appear from the following detailed de-
scription when taken in connection with the ac-
companying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a front elevational view of a stamp
embodying the principles of the present inven-
tion;

Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view of the
stamp of Figure 1, showing the position of the
stamping die upon the completion of its initial

ately before the stamping die begins its rotative
movement;

Figure 3 is a view similar to Figure 2, and
showing the stamping die at substantially the

* center of its rotative movement;

Tigure 4 is a view similar to Figures 2 and 3,
and showing the position of the stamping die
immediately after the finish of its rotative move-
ment and before it begins its final downward

straight line motion to engage the article to be
stamped;
Figure 5 is a front elevational view of the

lever mechanism connected between the stamp-
ing die and the main frame for rotating the
stamping die during operation of the stamp;

Figure 6 is a view similar to Figure 1, showing
the manner of securing a dating assembly to the
bed plate of the stamp;

Figure 7 is a front elevational view, with the
dating assembly shown in section, showing the
stamp of Figure 6 in a stamping position;
~ Figure 8 is a view, partly in side elevation and
partly in section, of the means for securing the
dating assembly to the bed plate, this view be-
ing taken substantially along the lines 8—8 of
Pigure T;

Figure 9 is a perspective view of the bed plate
for the stamping die, showing the construction
of and the manner of securing the lugs to the
bed plate;

Figure 10 is a perspective view of the strap
for securing the dating assembly to the bed plate;
and

Figure 11 is a side elevational view of the dat-
ing assembly.

Referring now in detail to the drawings, the
stamp of the present invention comprises & main
frame 5, which is preferably formed of any suit-
able metal and is of inverted U-shaped config-
uration. The legs 6 of the frame are preferably
formed as shown and, at their free ends, are
spaced apart and rigidly braced by metal rods
1. 'Transverse portion 8 of frame 5 is in the
form of an inverted cup g9, this cup being adapted
which may be formed

2,079,080

in a known manner and be secured within cip
9 by any suitable adhesive, or in any other suit-
able or preferred manner.

Substantially centrally thereof, transverse por-
tion 8 of frame 5 is provided with a metal plunger
or piston {2, having an internal bore 13. Piston
12 extends upwardly from transverse portion 8
of frame 5, to which it may be secured in any
suitaple or preferred manner and, at its free
end, projects into & metal sleeve 14. This sleeve
is substantially confined and preferably has a
driving fit within a handle i5, which handle may
be formed of wood, or any other suitable or pre-
ferred material. At iis lower end, sleeve 14
projects through an opening 16, formed substan-
tially centrally of the transverse portion (T of a
second inverted U-shaped frame 18. This frame
has its transverse porticn i T disposed in abutting
engagement with the lower surface 19 of handle
{5, and the portion of sleeve |4 which extends
through opening 16 of frame 18 is flanged over
the under surface of transverse portion 17 of such
frame, as indicated at 21, thereby rigidly secur-
ing frame {8 to handle i5.

Transverse portion 17 of frame {8 extends par-
allel to and is disposed above transverse portion
8 of frame 5, while the legs 22 of frame 18 ex-
tend downwardly and into substantially abut-
ting engagement with the outer surface of legs
6 of frame 5. Each of legs 22 of frame I8 are
provided, at their free end, with an opening 23
for the reception of a metal rod 24. This rod,
which has a head 2% formed on one end thereof,
extends through openings 23 in legs 22 of frame
18, and through longitudinally extending slots
26 formed in each of legs ¢ of frame 5. The
end of rod 24, opposite that end having the head
25, is provided with an annular groove 21 for
the reception of an annular snap spring 28. A
washer 29, confined between spring 28 and leg
99 of frame 18, is slightly larger in diameter than
opening 23 in legs 22 of frame I8 and, together
with head 25 of rod 24, serves to secure rod 24
to legs 22 of frame {8 and to prevent transverse
movement of said rod with respect to such legs.

andle 5 and frame {8 are mounted upon pis-

“ton 12 for vertical movement with respect there-

to, and with respect to frame 5, and the longi-
tudinal slots 26 in legs 6 of frame 5 are, there-
fore, made sufficiently long to permit of rod 24,
which extends through such slots, to be moved
vertically with frame #8. As shown, handle 15
and frame 18 are normally urged to their upper-
most vertical position with respect to piston i2
and frame 5 by means of a spring 31. This
spring is an ordinary compression spring, and is
entirely confined within sleeve 14 and bore {3 of
piston 12. One end of the spring seats on the
floor 32 of bore 13 of piston 12, and the opposite
end of the spring abuts against the top portion
33 of sleeve 14. Preferably, spring 31 embraces
a rod 34, which is suitably secured to and ex-
tends downwardly from the top portion 33 of
sleeve {4. Thisrod serves
ly aligned with sleeve {4 and bore 13 of piston
2, and to prevent bowing of said spring. The
extent of upward movement of handle 15 and
frame 18, with respect to piston {2 and frame 5,
is limited by the die stamping mechanism, indi-
cated generally at 86, which is carried by rod 24
and normally engages the ink pad 11. It will be
apparent that as the stamping mechanism 36 en-
gages the ink pad 11 and is carried by rod 24,
that such rod will be limited in its upward move-
ment and, as rod 24 is carried by frame {8, and

to keep spring 31 axial-
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the handle 15 and sleeve 14 are, in turn, carried
by frame 8, that such members will - also. be
limited in their upward movement under action

of spring 31, by reason of the engagement of.

the stamping mechanism with the ink pad.
Stamping mechanism 36 comprises a bed plate
in the form of ‘a cup-shaped member 37, which

15 slightly smaller in area than cup member 9 of
frame 5, and is disposed between legs 6 of frame 5
and extends parallel to cup member § of such
frame. This cup member 37 is adapted to receive
a stamping die 38, the die being formed of rubber
or any other suitable maferial, and secured with-
in the cup member by a suitable adhesive; or in
any other suitable or preferred meanner.. Any
Suitable indicia 38’ may e carried by the stamp-
ing die, and this indicia normally engages the
ink pad 11 to be inked thereby. At its transverse
edges, cup membér 37 is provided with downward-
ly extending flanges or legs 39, each of these
legs preferably being formed as shown and pro-
vided with an upwardly extending slot 41, the
purpose of which will hereinafter be described.
Rod 24, extending loosely through openings 42
formed in each of the legs of cup member §7,
serves to rotatably mount said cup member there-
on.. As the cup member 37 and stamping die 38
are carried by the rod 24, they will also be moved
vertically upon: downward or upward movement
of handle 15 and frame 8. In addition to such
vertical movement, cup member 37 and stamping
die 38 are adapted to be rotated about rod 24
through an arc of 180°, by suitable mechanism
which will now be described.

The rotating mechanism for cup member 37 and
stamping die 38 comprises cam levers 43." One of
these levers is pivoted at one of its ends to the in-
ner surface of each of the legs § of frame 5, as
by means of rivets 44. The pivotal point of con-
nection of levers 43 with legs § of frame 5 is close~
ly adjacent cup. member 8 of such frame and sub-
stantially centrally of the legs thereof, and the
levers normally extend downwardly therefrom
and parallel to said legs.. Each of the levers is
breferably formed as shown, one of the longi-
tudinal edges of the lever being substantially
straight and the other longitudinal edge of ‘the
lever being: bowed outwardly, as indicated at 45.
A slot 46 formed in each of the levers has sub-
stantially the same configuration as the bowed
edge of the lever. That is, the slot has a straight

upper track portion 47, a howed central portion .

48, and a straight lower track portion 48. Rod
24 extends through slots 46 in these levers and
is adapted to be moved vertically therein. The
edges 51 and 52 of the slots engage rod 24 and
act as a camming surface for rotating the cup
member 37 and stamping die 38 through. its ro-
tative arc of 180° upon downward or upward
movement of handle 15 and frame 18. A squared
member or nut 53, pivotally secured at 54 to the
bowed portion 48 of levers 43, engages in the slot
41 formed in legs 39 of cup member 31. When
rod 24 is in any position  within the straight
portions 47 and 49 of slots 46, this nut 83 prevents
rotation of cup member 87 and stamping die 38,
while when the rod 24 is engaging any portion of
the bowed portion 48 of slot 46 the nut 53, under
influence of the lever 43, will serve to rotate cup
member 37 and stamping die 28 about such rod,
in a manner hereinafter more fully described.
From the foregoing it will be apparent that
when the stamp is in its normal position, the
stamping die 38 will be in engagement with the
ink pad 1, and the cup member 317, rod 24, and

. of the cup member 37.

frame {8, connecting the: stamping die 38 with
handle 18, as well as the handle; will be in their
uppermost vertical position with respect to frame
5. At this time rod 24 will also be in engage-
ment with the upper end of slot 46 in lever 43,
and the squared nut $3 will be disposed closely
adjacent the open edge of slot 41 in legs 39
When it is desired to
stamp an article, the handle {5 is merely moved
downwardly against the action of spring 31,
thereby rotating the stamping die into engage-
ment with the article to be stamped, after which,
by removing the pressure from the handle, the
spring will serve to return the stamping die into
engagement with the ink pad to be re-inked.
During the initial downward movement of the
handle, frame 18 moves rod 24 downwardly in
slots 26 of frame % and downwardly within the
straight portion 47 of slots 46 in levers 43 until
rod 24 engages the bowed portion 48 of slots
4§ of such levers. During this movement of rod
28, such rod also moves cup member 37 down-
wardly with respect to frame §, thereby moving
legs 38 downwardly with respect to squared nut
53, the marginal edges of slots 4§ of said legs
engaging said nut and having translational move-
ment with respect thereto until such time as rod

24 engages bowed portion 48 of slots 86 in levers’

43, at which time nuts 53 will be positioned sub-
stantially midway between the ends of slots 41
and the parts of the stamp will be in the relative
positions shown in Figure 2 of the drawings. It
will be noted that as the rod 24 is engaged in slots
28 of frame § and moving in the straight por-
tion 47 of slots 46 of levers 43, that such levers
will be ‘held rigid with respect to their pivot
point 44 and, as the nut 53 is engaged in slot 4§
of legs 89 of the cup member 37, that such cup
member and the stamping die 38 cannot be ro-;
tated, but can only be moved downwardly away
from ink pad {¢ by a straight line motion, thereby
breventing stamping die 38 from being wiped
across the pad.

Upon continued downward movement of the
stamp handle 15, rod 24 will strike the bowed
portion 48 of slots 48 of the levers and, as the
rod 24 is compelled to move in a straight ver-
tical line by reason of its engagement in slots
28 of frame 5, levers 43 will be swung to the right,
as shown in Figure 3 of the drawings,
revolving nut 53, which is now snugly engaged
in the upper portion of slot 41 of legs 39 of the
cup member, which nut in turn revolves the cup
member 37 and stamping die 38 about rod 24.
When rod 24 is af substantially the center of
bowed portion 48 of slots 48, the relative position
of the parts of the stamp will be in substan-
tially the position shown in Figure 3 of the draw-
ings. The stamping die wiil have completed ap-
broximately half of its arc and the lever will
have swung to approximately its extreme posi-
tion to the right. Further downward movement
of handle {5 will then cause levers 43 to return
to their original positions, for the reasons pre-
viously set out, thereby causing nut 58 to com-~
plete its rotation of cup member 37 and stamp-
ing die 38 about rod 24. When rod 24 reaches
the straight portion 48 of slots 46, levers 43 will
have returned to their original position, the cup
member 37 and stamping die 38 will have been
completely turned through its arc of 180°, to
present its face to the article to be stamped, and
nut 33 will now be again disposed substantially

mid-way between the ends. of slots 41 in legs:

3
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39. The relative position of the parts of the
stamp will then be as shown in Figure 4 of the
drawings. Still further downward movement of
stamp handle 5 will cause rod 24 to move down-~
wardly in straight portion 49 of slots 46, and
the cup member 31 and stamping die 38 will
also be caused to move downwardly in a straight
line, as shown by the dotted lines in Figure 4,
of the drawings, for the same reasons that cup
member 87 and stamping die 38 were forced to
move downwardly in a straight line when rod
24 was engaged in straight portion 47 of slots
46. When pressure is released from handle 15,
action of spring 81 will cause cup member 3T and
stamping die 38 to move upwardly in a straight
lihe from the article which has just been stamped
by reason of rod 24 engaging in straight por-
tion 49 of slots 46. As the rod 24 passes around
the bowed portion 48 of slots 48, the stamping die
38 will be rotated about rod 24 to again present
its face to the ink pad {1, and when rod 24 again
engages in straight portion 47 of slots 46, the
stamping die will be moved upwardly in a
straight line motion to again engage the ink pad
to be re-inked.

1t will appear from the foregoing, therefore,
that the stamping die will have a straight line
motion both toward and from the ink pad and,
likewise, will have a straight line motion toward
and from the article to be stamped. There will,
therefore, be no wiping action of the stamping
die across either the ink pad or the article to
be stamped. Further, it will be noted that by
reason of the employment of squared members
or nuts 53, the amount of wear upon pins 54
will be reduced and smooth and uniform move-
ment of the die plate may be had over a period
of time not heretofore possible. That is to say,
that by reason of nuts 53 engaging in slots ai
of the legs 39, the marginal edges of said slots
bear upon and have translational movement with
respect to nuts 53, when rod 24 is operating in
the straight portions of the slots 26 in cam levers
43, and consequently the wear from such trans-
lational movement of legs 39 will be imposed
directly upon nuts 3. There will be no wear
upon pins 54 by reason of the translational move-
ment of legs 39. The pin will be subjected to
wear only by the rotational movement of the nut
thereon. Consequently, wear occasioned by
movements of the die plate will be imposed upon
two elements, instead of one, as heretofore.

Figures 6 and 7 show the stamp of Figure 1
provided with a dating assembly, the printing
characters 56 of which are adapted to cooperate
with the printing characters 38’ of the stamping
die 38. This stamp is constructed and operates
in the same manner as the stamp of Figure 1,
the only difference being that in the stamp shown
in Figures 6 and 7 the cup member 37 and stamp-
ing die 38 have each been provided with a longi~
tudinally extending slot 57. Also, cup member 37
has been provided with an additional pair of
downwardly extending flanges or legs 58. As
best shown in Figure 9, these legs 58 are similar
in appearance to the legs 39 and are disposed
on cup member 37 inwardly of legs 39 and closely
adjacent the opposite ends of slot 51. The legs
58 are secured to cup member 371 as by means
of pins or rivets 59 and are each provided with
a slot 60, the purpose of which will hereinafter
appear.

The dating assembly, designated generally by

‘the reference character 62, is adapted to be dis-

3,076,080

posed betwéen legs 58 and to have a sliding fit
with respect thereto. This dating assembly com-
prises an inverted substantially U-shaped frame
63 which may be formed of any suitable material,
and the arms 64 of which are notched as indi-
cated at 65 to provide for the reception of a metal
bar 66. This metal bar 66 has a snug fit in
notches 65 and forms a bed plate for the dating
bands 61. These dating bands are preferably
formed of rubberized fabric, or any other suitable
material, and are preferably four in number, al-
through a greater or less number of bans may be
employed without departing from the spirit of
the present invention. These bands have the
small rubbet printing characters 56 secured there-
to, the printing characters on one of the bands
being in the form of abbreviations of the sev-
eral months of the year. Two of the bands carry
the cardinal numerals by which the various com-
binations of the days of the month may be ob-
tained, and the other bands carry printing char-
acters forming the successive years, as, for ex-
ample, from 1935 to 1940, together with any other
printing characters desired. These bands are
endless bands, and are disposed between the arms
84 of frame 63. At their lower ends, the bands
pass over the metal bar 66, and at their upper
ends they pass over hubs 68 which are rigidly
secured to operating wheels 69.

These operating .

10

wheels are relatively large compared to the hubs !

68, and have their outer peripheries serrated, as
indicated at 10, to provide a gripping surface
which may readily be grasped by the fingers to
rotate the wheels. The wheels are each rotata-
ably mounted upon a shaft 11, this shaft being
secured at its opposite ends in the arms 64. The

bands are stretched tightly between the bar 66

and the hubs 68 of operating wheels €9 and have
a friction fit with the hubs 68, so that upon op-
eration of the wheels 69 the bands will be caused
to pass around the bar 66.

The dating assembly is secured to the bed
plate 37 and adjustably mounted for vertical
movement with respect to legs 58 by means which
will now be described.

This mounting means comprises a substantially
U-shaped strap, designated generally by the ref-
erence character 13, which may be formed of
any suitable metal.
reduced in width, as indicated at 15, to form

- shoulders 16, and this reduced portion 15 is re-

versely curved outwardly, as indicated at 11, to
provide an offset arm 718. The dating assembly,
as previously stated, is disposed between the legs
58 of bed plate 37, and the printing characters 56
on the dating assembly project through the slot
57 in bed plate 37 and stamping die 38 and nor-
mally lie in the plane of the printing characters
38’ of the stamping die. Transverse portion 79
of strap 13 is adapted to be disposed over the
transverse portion 80 of the dating assembly
frame 63, the reduced portion 7% of said strap
engaging in the slots 60 in legs 58 of bed plate
31, and the offset arm T8 extending along the
outer side of legs 58. Movement of strap 713
toward bed plate 31, or any swinging movement
of strap 73 with respect to legs 58, is restrained
by shoulders 76 and the reversely curved portion
11 of said strap abutting the outer edges 81 of
legs 58 and the transverse portion 82 of slots
60, respectively. Rod 24, passing through an
opening 83 in each of the legs T4 of strap 13
and through an elongated opening 84 in the arms
64 of the dating assembly 63, serves to limit out-

The legs 14 of this strap are ;
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ward movement of said strap and dating assem-
bly with respect to the bed plate. By reason of
the foregoing construction, the strap 13 is rigidly
held against movement toward or away from
the bed plate 37. Due to rod 24, however, pass-
ing through the elongated opening 84 in the arms
64 of dating assembly 63, such dating assembly
will have g limited vertical movement with re-
spect to bed plate 31, and to the slot 57 in the
bed plate and stamping die 38. To control the
vertical movement of the dating assembly, trans-
verse portion 19 of strap 13 is provided with a
collar 86, which may be formed of any suitable
metal, and is secured to said strap as by swedg-
ing, or in any other preferred or suitable manner.
This collar is internally threaded to cooperate
with external threads formed on a bolt 87 which
is rotatably secured at one end to the transverse
portion 89 of dating assembly 63 in any suitable
or preferred manner. An operating knob 88
is secured to bolt 8T and abuts the under surface
of transverse portion 80 of frame §3. This knob

* is preferably knurled, as indicated at 89, to facili-

tate grasping thereof by the fingers. As dating
assembly 63 is secured to bolt 87, rotation of
knob 88 will cause the dating assembly to be
projected or withdrawn from slot 57 in the bed
plate 3T and stamping die 38. = If any unevenness
in ‘wear occurs between the printing characters
on the dating assembly and the printing charac-
ters on the stamping die, the dating assembly
can, therefore, be adjusted to bring the printing
characters on such dating assembly into the plane
of the printing characters on the stamping die.

While preferred embodiments of the invention
have been illustrated and described by way of
example, it will be obvious that changes may be
made therein within the spirit and scope of the
invention and, therefore, the invention is not to
be limited to the forms herein disclosed, except
insofar as it may be so limited in the appended
claims.

What I claim is:

1. A stamp of the class described comprising
an ink pad, a bed plate, a stamping die carried
by said bed plate and cooperating with said ink
pad, means associated with said ink pad and
said bed plate for moving ‘said bed plate and
stamping die into and out of engagement with
said ink pad, a dating assembly, a: strap secur-
ing said dating assembly to said bed plate, a
threaded collar rigidly secured to said strap, and
a rotatable bolt carried by said dating assembly
and cooperating with said collar foi moving said
dating assembly relative to said bed plate and
stamping die.

2. A stamp of the class described comprising
an ink pad, a bed plate, a stamping die carried
by said bed plate and cooperating with said ink
pad, means associated with said ink pad and said
bed plate for moving said bed plate and stamping
die into and out of .engagement with said ink
pad, a pair of legs associated with said bed plate,
8 dating assembly, a strap associated with said
dating assembly and said legs for securing - said
dating assembly to said bed plate, and means
associated with said strap and said dating as-
sembly for moving said dating assembly relative
to said hed plate and stamping die.

3. A stamp of the class described comprising
an ink pad, a bed plate, a stamping die carried
by said bed plate and cooperating with said ink
pad, means associated with said ink vad and
said bed plate for moving said bed plate and

5

stamping die into and out of engagement with

said ink pad, a pair of legs associated with said
bed: plate, a dating assembly, a strap associated
with said dating assembly and said legs for se-
curing said- dating assembly to said bed plate,
cooperating means on said strap and said legs
for limiting the movement of said strap in any
direction with respect to said legs, and means
associated with said strap and said dating as-
sembly for moving said dating assembly relative
to said bed plate and said stamping die.

4. A stamp of the ¢lass described comprising
an.ink pad, a bed plate, g stamping die carried
by said bed plate and cooperating with said ink
bad, means associated with said ink pad and said

- bed plate for moving said bed plate and said

Stamping die into and out of engagement with
said ink pad, a pair of legs associated with said
hed plate, each of said legs having a slot therein,
a’ dating assembly, a strap associated with said
dating assémbly and said legs, said strap securing
said dating assembly to said bed plate and being
arranged to partially engage in the slots in said
legs for limiting the movement of said strap with
respect to said legs, and means associated with
said strap and said dating assembly for moving
said dating assembly relative to said bed plate
and said stamping die.

5. In a hand stamp, the combination with a
main frame, a shaft, a die plate mounted upon
said shaft, and operating means associated with
said main frame and said shaft for moving said
die plate relatively to said frame, of means ro-
tating said die plate about said shaft during
the movement of said die plate relative to said
frame comprising cam levers pivoted at one end
to said frame and movable laterally thereof by
said shaft upon operation of the operating means,
members pivoted upon said levers, and means
connecting said members with said die plate,
whereby lateral movement of said. levers will
cause joint pivotal movement of said members
and said die plate.

6. In a hand stamp, the combination with a
main frame, a shaft, a die plate: mounted upon
said shaft, legs on $aid die Plate having slots
therein, and operating means associated with
said main frame and said shaft for moving said
die plate relatively to said frame, of means ro-
tating said die plate about said shaft during the
movement of said die plate relative to said frame
comprising cam levers pivoted at one end to said
frame and movable laterally thereof by said
shaft upon operation of the operating means,
and members pivoted upon said levers and en-
gaging in the slots in said legs, said legs having
translational movement with respect to said
members during a portion of the movement of
said die plate, and said members having joint
pivotal movement with said legs and said die
plate upon lateral movement of said cam levers
during another portion of the movement of said
die plate relative to the frame.

7. In a hand stamp, the combination with a
main frame, a shaft, a die plate mounted upon
said- shaft, legs on said die plate having slots
therein, ‘and operating means associated with
said main frame and said shaft for moving said
die plate relatively to said frame, of means ro-
tating said die plate about said shaft during the
movement of said die plate relative to said frame
comprising cam levers having a slot composed of
two straight portions and an arcuate portion con-
necting the straight portions, said shaft having
translational movement in the straight por-
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tions of said slot and being adapted to move
said levers laterally of said frame upon engage-
ment with the arcuate portions of the slot, and
a nut pivoted upon each of said cam levers and
engaging in the slots in said legs, said legs having
translational movement with respect to said nuts
when the shaft is moving in the straight por-
tions of the slots in said cam levers, and said
nuts having joint pivotal movement with said
legs and said die plate when the shaft is engag-
ing the arcuate portion of the slot in said cam
levers and moving the cam levers laterally of
said frame.

8. In a hand stamp, the combination with
2 main frame, a shaft, a die plate mounted upon
said shaft, legs on said die plate having slots
therein, and operating means associated with
said main frame and said shaft for moving said
die plate relatively to said frame, of means ro-
tating said die plate about said shaft during the

2,079,080

movement of said die plate relative to said frame
comprising cam levers having a slot composed of
two straight portions and an arcuate portion
connecting the straight portions, said shaft hav-
ing translational movement in the straight por-
tions of said slot and being adapted to move
said levers laterally of said frame upon engage-
ment with the arcuate portions of the slot, a pin
carried by each of said cam levers, a square nut
pivoted upon each of said pins and engaging in
the slots in said legs, said legs having trans-
lational movement with respect to said nuts
when said shaft is moving in the straight por-
tions of the slots in said cam levers, and said
nuts having joint pivotal movement with said
legs and said die plate about said pins when the
shaft is engaging the arcuate portions of the slot
in said cam levers and moving the cam levers
laterally of said frame.
LOUIS MELIND.
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