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To all, whom it may concern. . . . . . . . . 
Beit known that I, LEOFORTE C.FISHBACK, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Garden City, county of Finney, State of Kan 
sas, have invented a new and useful Machine 
for Making Letters, Marks, Ornamental 
Lines, &c., for, Signs, &c., of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. . . . . - 
This invention relates to an improvement 

in machines for sign-writing and letter-mak 
ling. . - - - - - - , , , 

The object. of the present invention is to 
simplify and improve the construction of de 
vices for writing signs, notices, &c., being 
also adapted for executing ornamental de 
signs, fancy lettering, &c. . . - 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide such letter-Writing device with a novel 
form of inking-pad and reservoir whereby. 
the ink.is automatically fed to the inking 
pad as the device is moved across or along 
the surface to be printed. ... 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a device with a graduated arc and a . 
pivoted adjustable ruler, and pointer co-op 
erating therewith, whereby the ruler may be 
disposed at any, desired angle With accuracy. 
Another object is to provide a cut-off, by 

means of which the lines may be terminated 
at any desired point or angle. , 
To accomplish the objects above enumer 

ated, the invention consists in the construc 
tion and novel combinations of features and 
details of arrangement, as hereinafter fully 
described, illustrated in the drawings, and . 
pointed out in the claims. - V - 
In the accompanying dra Wings, Figure lis 

a perspective view of a rotary marker con 
structed in accordance with my improve 
ments. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal Section 
through the complete marking device. - Fig. 
3 is a bottom plan view of the gage or guide 
in connection with which the rotary marker 
operates. Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the 
two-part inking-reservoir. Fig. 5 is a detail 
perspective view of a marking-roller of dif 
ferent pattern. . . 

Similar numerals of reference designate. 

character, consisting of two similar U-shaped 

corresponding parts in the several figures of 
the drawings. - - . . . 

Referring to the drawings, 1. designates a 
suitable handle, which may be of wood or any 
desired material, to the lower end of which 
is secured a hanger-frame of peculiar con 
struction. Said hanger-frame is of a duplex 

So 

55 

sections 2 and 3, which are adapted to tele 
Scope or to slide one within the other, as in 
dicated in Figs. 1 and 2. Both of said U 
shaped frames are provided with enlarged 6o 
heads or connecting cross-bars 4 and 5, and 
projecting upWardly from the cross-bar or 
Web. 5 of the lower or inner frame 3 is a screw 
6, which passes through a perforation in the 
cross-bar or Web 4 of the upper or outer frame 65 
2, said Screw passing thence into the lower 
end of the handle 1. The pendent arms of 
the frames 2 and 3 are provided at their lower 
extremities with horizontally-aligned perfora 
tions 7, adapted to receive the shaft on which to 
the marking-roller 8 is mounted. w 
The marking-roller 8 is preferably made of 

Soft rubber, although it will be apparent that 
said roller may be made of any material 
which is properly adapted to receive and dis- 75 
tribute the ink Supplied thereto in a manner 
that will be hereinafter described, and said 
roller is provided with a central bearing 
sleeve 9 of brass or other suitable material 
for adapting the same to revolve freely upon 8o 
its supporting-shaft 10. 
The shaft 10 passes through the horizon 

tally-aligned perforations 7, as above de 
scribed, and also through the bearing-sleeve 
9 in the roller 8, and is provided at one end 85 
With a downwardly-projecting pointed arm. 
or extension 11, the extremity of which is 
adapted to project a sufficient distance be 
neath the plane of the lower periphery of said 
roller to slightly penetrate or engage the pa- 9o 
per or surface upon which an impression is to 
be made. 

It will be seen that by reason of the par 
ticular arrangement of the duplex hanger, 
and the manner in which the same is secured 95 
to the handle 1 when said handle is turned, ... 
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the inner section or frame 3 of the hanger 
will be drawn upward slightly, and thereby 
caused to bind the shaft 10 within the per 
foration 7 for holding the pointed arm 11 in 
fixed relation to the hanger-frame. Upon 
turning the handle 1 in the reverse direction 
the shaft 10 will be relieved and may be 
turned or moved lengthwise to any desired 
extent. 
The ink drum or roller 12 is mounted within 

the roller-section of the hanger between the 
marking-roller 8 and the upper cross-bar or 
Web. 5 of said section. The ink-drum is made 
in two similar cylindrical sections, one of 
which 13 is slightly less in external diameter 
than the other 14, and adapted to slide within 
or telescope with its mate. Each of said sec 
tions is provided with a peripheral flange 15 
at one side, and also with a plurality of pe 
ripheral perforations 16, the arrangement be 
ing such that when the two sections of the 
drum are assembled the peripheral perfora 
tions may register or be radially aligned. An 
annular or endless inking-pad 17 of felt or 
other absorbent material surrounds the outer 
section of the drum, and when the two parts 
of the drum are brought together and fur 
inished with a supply of ink within the in 
terior thereof, said ink is evenly and uni 
formly supplied to said pad 17 through the 
radially-aligned perforations 16 and properly 
distributed throughout the fiber of said pad. 
The ink-drum, as a whole, is held in place 
within the frame 3 by means of a U-shaped 
piece of spring-wire bent at its central por 
tion to form a horizontal shaft 18, which is 
seated in an oppositely-disposed pair of slots 
or sockets 19 in the upper portion of the 
frame 3, as shown. The downwardly-extend 
ing arms 20 of the spring-frame are curved, 
as shown, and are arranged upon opposite 
sides of the ink-drum, being bent inwardly 
at their lower ends to form short inwardly 
projecting spurs or trunnions 21, which pass 
through elongated slots 22 in the frame 3 and 
into centrally-arranged sockets in opposite 
sides of the rotary ink-drum. By means of 
this arrangement the pad 17 of the ink-drum 
is always held in contact with the marking 
roller 8, and the ink contained within the said 
pad is distributed evenly upon the periphery 
of the marking-roller and by the latter con 
veyed to the surface to be printed. 

23 designates a graduated arc or segmental 
plate with which the shank 24 of a suitable 
handle 25 is connected. 
26 indicates a ruler or straight-edge, which 

is pivotally connected with said segmental 
plate or arc by means of a pin or stud 27, upon 
which is also mounted a cut-off 28. The 
ruler 26 and cut-off 28 are fixed upon the pin 
or stud 27, and therefore have a rigid relation 
to each other, so that when the angle of the 
cut-off 28 is adjusted the ruler or straight 
edge 26 Will be adjusted to the same angle. 

scribe the required arc. 
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The inner end of the Cut-Off 28 is extended to 
the curved edge of the plate 23 and pointed, 
thus facilitating the adjustment of the ruler 
or straight-edge 26 to any angle desired. 

In operation parallel lines are drawn 
across the surface to be printed and the space 
between said lines is blocked off according to 
the sizes of the several letters to be printed. 
The pointed shaft 10 is then adjusted to bring 
the point 11 the desired distance from the 
marking-roller 8 for enabling the latter to de 

The curves of the 
letters are all drawn first, after which the 
pointed end 11 of the shaft or rod 10 is turned 
upward out of the Way. The ruling or straight 
edge device is then placed upon the Surface 
and the angle of the ruler or straight-edge 
proper adjusted, as hereinabove described, to 
correspond to the inclinations of the straight 
portions of the letters, all of which be read 
ily understood without further description. 
The cut-off 28 serves to lift the marking 
roller from the surface being printed and ter 
minates the line evenly and at the desired 
angle to the direction in which the line ex 
tends. - 

It will be apparent that the surface of the 
marking-roller may be varied in such man 
ner as to produce zigzag or irregular lines for 
ornamental work, one of the various forms of 
which said roller is susceptible being indi 
cated in Fig. 5. It will also be apparent that 
changes in the form, proportion and minor 
details of construction may be resorted to 
Without departing from the spirit or sacrific 
ing any of the advantages of this invention. 

Having thus fully described the invention, 
What is claimed as new, and desired to be se 
cured by Letters Patent, is 

1. A device for sign writing and letter mak 
ing, comprising a suitable handle, a hanger 
frame secured thereto, a supplemental frame 
arranged within the hanger and adjustable 
therein, a marking roller mounted on a lon 
gitudinally adjustable rod or shaft passing 
through aligned perforations in the arms of 
the hanger and supplemental frame, and 
means for adjusting the supplemental frame 
relatively to the hanger, substantially as 
specified. 

2. A device for sign. Writing and letter mak 
ing, comprising a suitable handle, a hanger 
frame secured thereto, a supplemental frame 
adjustably mounted within said hanger 
frame, the inking roller and marking roller 
journaled Within said frames, and a two 
armed Spring attached to the inner supple 
mental frame and having its free ends bent 
in Wardly toward each other to engage elon 
gated slots in said inner frame and to enter 
bearing sockets in opposite sides of the ink 
ing roller, for the purpose and substantially 
as specified. 

8. The herein described device, compris 
ing a Suitable handle, a hanger frame secured 
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thereto, a supplemental frame adjustably 
mounted within said hanger frame, a mov 
able and self-adjusting inking roller jour 
naled within said frames, animpression roller 
also journaled within said frames, and a U 
shaped spring embracing said inking roller 
and interposed between said supplemental 
frame and inking roller and also forming the 

journals upon which said inking roller re 
volves, substantially as and for the purposes Io 
described. 

LEOFORTE C. FISHBACK. 
Witnesses: 

C. B. STICKNEY, 
MABEL A. RILEY. 


