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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM BERGNER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Balti-
more, Maryland, have invented certain new
and useful Improvementsin Easel-Albums,of

which the following is a full, elear, and exact.

description, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, forming a part of thisspeci-
fication.

My invention relates to easel albums, and-
‘consists of devices hereinafter described for

maintaining the book in an inclined vertical
position upon the usual inclined base. pro-
vided in structures of that character; and
has for its object to enable the book to be
opened. freely at any page while ‘in its nor-
mally inclined position upon jtsinclined rest-
ing base without undue strain upon its bind-

ing edge,or upon the leaf bindings, and inei-

dentally to permit the book to be withdrawn
or replaced at pleasure upon the easel stand.

For these purposes my invention consists
in applying to the usual inclined base rest of
such struetures a back rest or rests slightly
inclined backward from the vertical, and pro-
vided at or near its top edge with a horizontal
open slot; in combination with an album or
book having the usual flexible binding edge,
and provided on one of its covers at or about
its longitudinal center with a pair of hinge
eyes and a rod pivoted in said hinge eyes,
said rod having a bent out centerin the form
of a crank eonnection, in order that said last
mentioned element may be inserted within
the open longitudinal slot of the vertically in-
¢lined back rest of the book. '

In the accompanying drawings, illustrating
my invention, Figure 1 is a perspective view
of the complete device. Fig. 2 is a side ele-
vation thereof, showing in additional dotted
lines the movement of the book upon the easel-
stand when opened or rolled over theinclined
base-rest. TFig. 3 is a perspective view of the
usual inclined base-rest provided with a ver-
tically-inclined slotted back-rest above re-
ferred to. Tig. 4 is a perspective view of the
book or album, showing upon one of its cov-
ers the hinge devices and the pivoted con-
necting erank-bar held therein; and Fig. 5is
an enlarged end view of the book, the hinge-

eyes, the vertically-inclined back-rest, and the
pivoted bar, intended to illustrate the move-
ment of the back-cover of the book relatively
to the back -rest when the book is being
opened. )

In applying my improved easel support for
an album or book, I make use of the usunal
and well known base rest or stand, A, eommon

in all such structurss, the same having an in-

clined surface along one longitudinal half of
its top face, as shown at B, and apply to it
the first element of my improvement, which
consists of a vertical back rest C for the book
D, slightly inclined toward the rear or flat
side of the base or stand A. This back rest
may be made in one single piece, as shown in
the drawings, which indicates it as a wooden
plush-covered structure, but it is obviousthat
it may be desirable to construct it of a metal-
lic substance and in two parts, as shown by
the vertical dotted lines in Fig. 3.

. So far as described the easel and stand does

not differ from book easels long well known
in the trade, but in order to maintain the
book thereon, and to remove it therefrom at
pleasure when it is desired to insert the pie-
tures in the leaves or for other purposes, and
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finally to allow the book to be opened freely -

by the front cover or atany page in the book,
without straining the binding or the leaf con-
nections, while the book is maintained upon

the inclined base rest and against the back-

rest, I construct the latter with an open slot
¢, with the open side rearward, said slot being
parallel or nearly so to the plane of the flat
portion of the base A.

On one of the covers of the book or album,
at or about its longitudinal center, I provide
a pair of hinge eyes E E with bracket ends
E’ B/ whereby they may be secured to the
book cover, and in these hinge eyes and be-
tween the pair of them is loosely journaled
the ends d, d of a crank shaped rod I, so that
its central portion shall stand out or project
beyond the journal bearings for its ends d, d,
and be of sufficient length relatively to the
length of the open slot ¢ in the upright back
rest C to wholly occupy said slot for its entire
length and project slightly beyond the same
on either side.
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In all easel albums: heretofore constructed:

. the:ehief objection has:been thatas-the book

.- book:was; obliged: to ride over the ‘highest

1 4o

. base rest By and-as in: easel albums hereto-

fore' made (except those provided with a text-
.1 ile hinge or frog 'between the last:leaf and the
.. back cover),theé back coverwas fixedly secured
to-a'rod or hinge which prevented it rising

-,IS

1. being opened at: any leaf:or wotherwise :than:
by thmwmcr down theleavesin regularback-
ward; succession: without ‘eausing an:undue’
strain on the binding: edge a, its: connection:

~with the coversm and b, and the bindingeon-'|

; With

“oomycimproved «device, : dll: these defects are:

overcmne, and; as will berseen. ‘by reference;

to Fig. 2, when the book is:opened by its front:
eovermyorat any leaf and iall or.any: of ‘its:
leaves thrown down in ‘backward succession;:
the:back cover b (us seen by the dotted lines):
will rise off the inclined 'base: rest: B, being:
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+0¢ the.crank portion 1 of the hinged bar (see |
dotted lines in‘Fig. 5), and henee there will!|:
:be:no: undue- strain, nor any straiu, on:the’
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was maintained in a vertically inelined: posi-

tion by an inclined base rest which, as shown

-at.B, was: necessarily highest at its ontward
edge, and ‘the ‘book was then. opened by its

fronteoverm,theflexible bindingedgea of the

point of this incline, which: causes the back
coverdand theleavesn to riseoff theineclined

wvertieally, the result was to preventthe book

nection between the soveral leaves n.

permitted so to do by the partial romuon of

binding edge.

My device also hag ‘the additional advan-i|
tage of readily permitting the book to bere-

moved from the easel rest, for inserting or re-
moving pictures, by swinging the book over

the top rounded edge S of the back rest C:

outil it -assumes: a horizontal ‘position, and
then: by pushing it toward the rearof the
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stand the cerank ‘bar H will pass out of the:

open ‘slotic; and :by reversing these : move:::

ments the book is replaced to 1ts nornml po-

‘sition: on:the easel stand.:

45

Having:thus described my 1nventmn what' Lo

T claim asnew; and desu‘e to secure by Lettel’s
Patent,is— = ©

1. In an easel or book lest; the combmatmn o

with a base:-orstand A p10v1ded with anin-
clined: base ‘rest' B of a vertically inclined

fo

back: rest C:having aroundedtopSandaslot :

‘copening rearwardly; and a device secured
‘to- the book ‘eover for engaging: said slot;

whereby the:said slot will'serve as the :bear:

ing and ‘the ‘device ds!a ipivotforithe book
‘whean turned upon-therounded topof thevest,

substdntully as deseribed.
. Inan easelialbum:the (,ombma’uon with
a bavsezor stand A provided with an inclined

‘base rest B, of a vertically inclined baek rest
‘C-having an open sloti ¢ near:its top edge ex-
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tending longitudinally from end toend, and g

an album provided on-the outside of ‘its back

coveratornearthe longituadinal conterthere-

of with a pair of ‘hinge eyes I ‘and a ¢rank
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shaped : rod 1L, having rends «d: d journaled

and for the purpose descnbed
In tebumony whereof: T have hereunto af~

doosély in: s(ud hinge ‘eyes;: snbstautmlly as
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fixed my signaturethis 12th day of February,

A.D. 1894
- CIWILLIAM BERGNER.
Wltnesses:
JOHN . NEW,
CHAS. BENNER.




