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The present invention relates to an easel structure and 
relates in particular to such a structure having provision 
for restraining the easel against collapse. The easel struc 
ture preferably is associated with an enclosure for con 
taining an article, and is described in Such relationship. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide an 
easel structure from a sheet of material wherein an easel 
supporting member carries an oppositely protruding brace 
portion by which it may be restrained against collapse. 
A further object is the provision of such an easel struc 

ture wherein the easel supporting member and brace por 
tion are integral and hinged to a panel for Supporting the 
panel in generally upright position. 
A further object is the provision of such an easel struc 

ture combined with an integral enclosure forming part 
which cooperates with the brace portion to restrain the 
easel supporting member or members. 
These and other objects will be apparent upon consid 

eration of the following description taken in connection 
with the accompanying drawing illustrating a preferred 
embodiment of the invention by way of example, and 
wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the invention in 

assembled form with part broken away; 
FIGURE 2 is an elevational view similar to FIGURE 1 

and showing a closure flap by dot and dash lines in open 
position; and, 
FIGURE 3 is a layout of the flat blank from which the 

structure shown in FIGURES 1 and 2 is made. 
Referring to the drawing, FIGURE 1, the assembled 

display package is in the form of an easel carrying an 
enclosure 1 on its forward face, and the easel is main 
tained in upright position by a pair of tabs 3 and 4 (FIG 
URES 1 and 3) hinged thereto. The entire structure is 
preferably made from a single sheet of cardboard or simi 
lar material and its construction and operation now will 
be described: 

Referring to FIGURE 3, the easel blank 5 is cut from 
a single sheet cardboard stock so as to provide a back por 
tion 6, a bottom panel 7 for the container, between the 
score lines 8 and 9 (shown by broken lines), a front panel 
11 for the container, a top panel 12 between the score lines 
3 and 14, and a tab portion 5. The bottom and top 

panels 7 and 12 of the container carry laterally extending 
flaps 16, 17, 18 and 19, and the front 11 carries flaps 20 
and 21. These flaps are all scored along the lines 22 and 
23 so that they may be folded, and are severed at their 
contiguous edges. That is, flaps 16 and 17 are separated 
from flaps 20 and 21 respectively by the removal of wedge 
shaped pieces, and flaps 18 and 19 are separated by cuts 
24, 25 from flaps 20, 21. Flap 20 has an intermediate 
score 26, and flap 21 has a similar score 27. 
The back panel 6 has two wings 3 and 4 integral there 

with which are scored along the lines 22, 23 and have U 
shaped cuts 28, 29 extending from the score line into the 
back panel to provide brace portions 31, 32. These wings 
are separated from flaps 16, 17 by the removal of wedge 
shaped portions. 
To assemble the device, the blank is folded at the score 

lines 8, 9 and 13 by folding the successive portions to the 
right of these score lines (as seen in FIGURE 3) in an 
upward direction, and folding the portion 15 reversely at 
the score line 14. The portion 15 then is placed against 
the back 6 as shown in FIGURE 1, and secured thereto in 
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a suitable manner, as by adhesive, indicated at 32". The 
structure so far formed would consist of a rectangular 
tubular like member of which one wall is the back 6, and 
the other walls are 7, 11 and 12. 
The flaps 16, 18 are now folded oppositely toward each 

other, on the score line 22, and the flap 20 first is folded 
on score line 26, then on score line 22. This provides a 
part 20A that constitutes a closing wall for the end of the 
tubular member, and a part 20B that serves as a tongue 
fitting into the tube. Assembled in this position as shown 
in FIGURE 2 the part 20 forms a conventional end 
closure for the tubular member. In a similar manner, 
after an article is inserted into the tubular member, the 
flaps 17, 19 and 21 are folded in forming parts 21A and 
21B to close the opposite end and entirely encase the 
article. If desired, a window may be provided in panel 11 
to allow the article to be seen from the exterior. When 
assembled in this way, the package is ready for shipment. 
To display the package on a surface, the tab 3 is folded 
rearwardly on score line 22 in the direction of the arrow 
(FIGURE 1) and in so doing the back panel 6 arches suf 
ficiently to permit the brace portion 32 to move past the 
closure part 20A. Upon release of tab 3 it tends to spring 
back to its unfolded position in alignment with back 6, 
but such spring back movement is restrained by the en 
gagement of brace portion 32 with end closure 20A. As 
a result the easel tab 3 is held firmly against collapse. 
Easel tab. 4 is similarly folded into operative position and 
held against collapse by engagement of its brace portion 
31 engaging closure part 2A. 
The order of assembly may be changed from that de 

scribed above, and various other changes will be apparent 
which do not depart from the invention described and 
claimed. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. An easel structure comprising a sheet of material 

having an easel tab joined to said sheet and having an ex 
tension of said easel tab to provide a brace portion and 
having a score line at the junction of said easel tab and 
sheet, but not extending upon said extension, an opening 
being cut in the sheet at said extension, so that upon fold 
ing said easel tab backwardly on the score line, said exten 
sion passes through said opening and forms a coplanar 
forward extension of said easel tab, another edge of the 
sheet having a spacer panel portion thereon, a front panel 
portion on the spacer panel, and a flap extending laterally 
of the front panel portion, the flap being scored for fold 
ing to provide a side wall closure which overlaps the cut 
opening in the sheet and is located to engage said brace 
portion for blocking return movement of said easel tab. 

2. An easel structure comprising a relatively rigid sheet 
of material having an integral easel tabhinged along each 
of two substantially parallel edges of said sheet and 
adapted to turn backwardly at said hinges to extend back 
wardly substantially normal to said sheet, brace portions 
integral with the easel tabs extending across the respective 
hinges into the sheet of material and severed from the 
sheet so that upon turning the easel tab on its hinge to 
backward position, the brace portion swings therewith in 
coplanar alignment with the tab, and means comprising 
extensions from a third edge of said sheet scored to be 
folded into an enclosure on the forward face of said sheet 
to provide a movable wall adjacent each of said parallel 
edges, each of said walls being positioned to engage a 
brace portion and block return turning of an easel tab. 

3. An easel structure as specified in claim 2 wherein 
said extensions include a front wall adapted to be held 
parallel adjacent said sheet and having hinged flaps form 
ing edge closures for the enclosure and each providing 
said movable wall. 

4. An easel structure comprising a sheet of material 
having an integral easel tab along each of two substan 
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tially parallel edges of said sheet, a cut being formed in 
said sheet to sever therefrom extensions of each easel tab 
to provide brace portions, a score line being provided at 
the junction of each such easel tab and sheet, but not ex 
tending upon said extension, so that upon folding each 
easel tab backward on the score line, each extension sepa 
rates at its cut from the sheet and forms a forward exten 
sion of said easel tab, a transverse edge of the sheet hav 
ing a spacer panel portion thereon, a front panel portion 
on the spacer panel, and flaps extending laterally of the 
front panel portion, the flaps being scored for folding to 
provide a side wall closure which overlaps the cut in the 
sheet and is located to engage each brace portion for 
blocking return movement of each easel tab. 

5. An easel structure comprising a sheet of material 
having (a) an easel tab joined to said sheet and having.an 
extension of said easel tab to provide a brace portion, (b) 
a score line at the junction of said easel tab and sheet, but 
not extending upon said extension, (c) an opening being 

4. 
when in collapsed fiat position so that upon folding said 
easel tab backwardly on the score line, Said extension 
forms a coplanar forward extension of said easel tab, (d) 
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cut in the sheet. at said extension to receive said extension 20 

an enclosure on the face of said sheet adapted to receive 
an article therein, and (e) means to engage said brace por 
tion for blocking return movement of said easel tab. 
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