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This invention relates to printing devices 
and particularly to a printing form suitable 
for use as an address printing member. Such 
members or plates may support individual 

5 addresses and salutations and are adapted to 
be contained in a drawer or stack and selected 
either serially or by suitable indicia for 
printing. In the form shown the plate is 
adapted for ribbon printing, the plate un 
derlying the ribbon and the paper overlying 
the same, the paper being pressed against 
the ribbon and plate to take an impression. 
The invention particularly concerns the pro 
vision of a simple tab or index member for 
indicating the class or group in which a par 
ticular printing member or plate belongs, 
and a simple and convenient means for posi 
tively retaining such tab in place on the plate. 
An object is to provide an address plate 

and removable tab or index member both of 
which may be simple and cheap to construct. 
A further object is to provide an address 

plate which will be so formed as to support 
an identification member in a protected po 
sition well below the printing surfaces of the 
late. 

p Another object is to provide an identifica 
tion member or tab adapted to be supported 
in place on an address plate by retaining 
means which are substantially the same as 
the retaining means for the printing charac 
ter bearing members. 
Another object is to provide an index mem 

ber or tab which may be securely positioned 
in place on the address plate against inad 
vertent displacement and which at the same 
time may be readily removed for replacement 
with a different index member. 
The preferred form of plate is shown, de 

scribed and claimed in Patent No. 1628,630, 
issued to Henry C. Osborn, May 10, 1927. 
Such plate preferably consists of a curved 
strip of sheet metal, suitably reinforced at 
its edges and having on its body portion par 
allel rows of corrugations from which extend 
upstruck lips or lugs which are severed from 
the metal of the corrugations and extend sub 
stantially in the same plane as the uppermost 
surface of the corrugations. Over such cor 
rugations are slid printing strips having 
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downturned side edges embracing the lips. 
The strips have upwardly embossed printing 
characters thereon. 
The present index member or tab is an im 

provement over the tab illustrated, described 55 
and claimed in Patent No. 1,628,631, issued 
to Henry C. Osborn May 10, 1927. I have 
found that the address plate receives com 
paratively rough usage. In the course of 
constant handling I have found that if the 60 
tab is separated from the plate the identifica 
tion of the plate with regard to its classifica 
tion is thereby lost. This invention com 
prises a tab or index member which may be 
secured to the address plate, in such manner, 65 
that it will not be inadvertently moved, 
while at the same time it may readily be re 
placed if so desired. In the prior patent the 
tab is supported flatwise on a portion of the 
plate which does not have corrugations and 70 
is retained in place against movement in all 
directions by the corrugations. The portions 
of the corrugations which extend at the sides 
of the tab have lips extending outwardly over 
the tab, these lips and corrugated portions 
being made the same as those holding the 
printing character bearing strips and at the 
same time the latter lips and corrugations 
are formed. The present index member or 
tab has portions which are adapted to lie in 80 
certain of the openings formed in the cor 
rugations as the result of the forming of the 
retaining lips or lugs. 
The advantages of my construction will 

become more apparent from the following 85 
description which relates to a preferred em 
bodiment shown in the drawings and the es 
sential characteristics are summarized in the 
claims. 
In the drawings Fig. 1 is a plan view of my 

address plate showing the index member or 
tab thereon. Figs, 2 and 3 are cross section 
all views indicated by the lines 2-2 and 3-3 
on Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a substantially horizon- 95 
tal cross sectional view indicated by the line 
4-4 on Fig. 2. Fig. 5 is a plan of my index 
member or tab. Fig. 6 is a fragmentary pro 
spective view showing several embossed print 
ing lines supported on the plate with the tab 100 
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in position thereon. Fig. 7 shows a series of 
address plates supported in a drawer. 

Referring to the drawings in detail, 1 indi 
cates the address plate generally which may 
be constructed of a curved sheet metal body 
portion 2, having downturned marginal por 
tions 3 integral there with and terminating in 
beads 4 running the entire length of the plate. 
The plate in general is trough-shaped in order 
that a number of plates may be stacked to 
gether and occupy a comparatively small 
space. The side of the plate is flared outward 
ly in order that the plates may serve to mu 
tually align themselves and in order that they 
will not adhere to each other. The means 
for holding the printing strips includes, as 
shown, longitudinally extending corrugations 
7; the corrugations at the side edges of the 
plate which are designated 7a extend sub 
stantially the entire length of the plate. 
There are also shorter corrugations indicat 
ed at 7b which stop short of one end of the 
plate. Each corrugation as shown has a uni 
form series of laterally extending lips or 

5 lugs 10 which may be formed by shearing out 
small portions from the sides of the corruga 
tions and bending such sections upwardly. 
This results in openings 11 in the corruga 
is, an opening necessarily underlying each 
Ug. 
In order that the lips may accurately sup 

port the printing character bearing strips 
they lie substantially in the same plane as 
the ridges or upper surfaces of the corruga 
tions. As shown the lips are in a staggered 
relation to each other, that is to say, one lip is 
bent up on One side and the next adjacent lip 
on the same corrugation is bent up on the op 
posite side of the corrugation, and so on. If 

t; however it is desired, these lips may be other 
Wise arranged. For example, they may be 
opposite each other. 
The printing members consist as shown of 

narrow strips of metal having upwardly em 
bossed printing characters 12 and downward 
ly and inwardly extending flanges 13, the 
flanges being arranged to embrace the lips 
and to be held in place against lateral move 
ment thereby. Suitable means for locking 
the flanges may consist in bending down a sec 
tion of the metal between adjacent strips. 
My index member or tab 20 preferably con 

sists, as shown, of a rectilinear piece of suit 
able material such as a celluloid of such na 
ture that indicia may be written thereon with 
common writing ink, which may be readily 
removed if desired to change the classifica 
tion of the particular tab or plate. The tab 
lies upon the unembossed surface 14 of the 
plate, such surface extending from the ends 
Of the shorter corrugations 7b between the 
projecting ends of the longer corrugations 7 a. 
to the edge of the plate. 
The tab 20 is preferably made of a flexible 

material such as celluloid and has extending 
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portions or ears 22 which are corresponding 
ly spaced with reference to the lips 10 of the 
address plate. The ears 22 are so formed 
that when the tab is in place on the plate the 
tab itself underlying certain of the lips 10 
while the projection 22 will enter the open 
ings 11 formed in the plate by reason of the 
punching upwardly of the lips. This is best 
illustrated in Figs. 2 and 4. Here it will be 
seen that the projections 22 of the tab readi 
ly Secure the tab in place on the plate against 
inadvertent lateral movement while the pro 
jecting lips 10 of the address plate retain the 
tab in contact with the plate. 
The manner of inserting the tab in place 

on the plate may be as follows: The projec 
tions 22 on one side of the tab are first in 
serted beneath the lips 10 of one of the cor 
rugations a, the projections thereupon enter 
ing the openings 11 formed in the corruga 
tion. The tab may then be sprung as illus 
trated at 25 by the dotted lines in Fig. 2 and 
the projections 22 on the opposite side of 
the tab will then be in position to enter the 
openings 11 formed in the other corrugation 
7a and upon the release of the tab they will 
spring into place thereby securing the tab in 
position on the address plates. The removal 
of the tab may be readily accomplished by 
lifting its forward edge 24 from the plate, 
thereupon raising the entire tab. The plate 
may have a cutaway portion (not shown) to 
facilitate the removal of the tab. 
In Fig. 7 I have shown a number of ad 

dress plates supported in a suitable drawer D 
and resting against each other in two groups 
P and P', the latter group having plates that 
have been printed from and replaced in the 
drawer or which have been simply tipped 
forward as in the case of plates from which 
no impression was taken. The foremost plate 
1a in the group P illustrates the desirability 
of having tabs which are near the ends of the 
plate where they may be readily read as the 
operator turns the plates one by one, from 
One group to the other. 
The tab may bear suitable indicia desig 

nating the classes or groups of addresses or 
may consist of different colored tabs with or 
without legends. 
have extensions, not shown, which may be 
placed in different places across the ends of 
the plate to enable the operator to pick out a 
plate of a given class without having to move 
the plates one by one. 

It will be seen from the above description 
that I have provided a very simple and efi 
cient device for identifying an address plate 
or printing member comprising an index 
member or tab provided with securing por 
tions or lugs which are adapted to coact with 
perforations in the printing member. I have 
provided a tab which may utilize the same re 
taining means as the printing character bear 
ing members, the retaining means in both in 

If desired, the tabs may ... 
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stances may be readily formed by substantial 
ly the same forming dies and therefore the 
tab retaining means involves practically no 
additional cost. It Will also be seen that 
have provided a simple and efficient index 
tab which is readily placed in position on a 
printing member and retained thereon 
against any inadvertent displacement caused 
by rough usage of the pates in handling but 
which tab may readily be removed from the 
printing member when so desired. it is also 
seen that I have provided a tab upon which 
may be written suitable indicating characters 
or data which may readily be removed with 
out destroying the tab thereby permitting the 
tab to be used many times and for different 
classifications. 

claim: 
1. A plate having. Spaced openings ar 

ranged in parallel rows, an index member 
between the rows and having lips at its op 
posite edges adapted to enter said openings 
to retain it in position on the plate. 

2. An address printing member having 
ribs for supporting printing character bear 
ing members, said ribs having openings there 
in, a removable index member positioned be 
tween certain of the ribs and having means 
to engage one of said openings to retain the 
index member in position on the plate. 

3. An address plate having raised portions 
for supporting printing surfaces, said raised 
portions having openings therein, a tab. po 
sitioned between certain of the raised por 
tions and having means to engage certain of 
the openings to retain the tab in position 
on the plate. 

4. An address plate having lugs upstruck 
therefrom and adapted to retain printing 
character bearing members, said plate having 
an opening associated with each of said lugs, 
an index tab supported on the plate and 
having portions adapted to coact with said 
openings to retain the tab in place on the 
plate. 

5. An address plate having parallel ribs 
for supporting printing character bearing 
members, said ribs having openings therein, 
some of said ribs being longer than others, 
a tab positioned between certain of the longer 
ribs and having projections thereon adapted 
to enter said openings to retain the tab in po 
sition on the plate. 

6. An address printing member having 
raised portions for supporting a printing 
surface, said raised portions having openings 
therein, an index member positioned between 
certain of the raised portions and adapted 
to lie below the printing surface and having 
means to engage certain of the openings to 
retain the tab in position on the piate. 

7. A sheet metal address plate having 
parallel rows of corrugations struck up 
wardly therefrom to retain printing charac 
ter bearing members, said plate having open 
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ings in the corrugations beneath the lugs, 
an index member supported on the plate and 
having portions adapted to coact with said 
openings to retain the tab in place on the 
plate. 

8. An address plate having parallel ribs 
for supporting printing character bearing 
members, said ribs having openings therein, 
some of said ribs being longer than others, 
a flexible index tab positioned between cer 
tain of the longer ribs and having projec 
tions thereon adapted to enter said open 
ings to retain the tab in position on the plate, 
said tab lying substantially below the print 
ing character bearing members. 

9. In an address plate, a sheet metal body 
member having corrugations therein, lips up 
struck from the sides of the corrugations 
leaving openings in the corrugations, said 
lips overhanging the sides of the corrugations 
for retaining printing character bearing 
members, and a tab resting on an uncorrugat 
ed portion of the plate, substantially in a 
plane below the printing members, said tab 
having projections coacting with the open 
ings in the corrugations to retain the tab in 
place on the plate. 

10. An address plate having a trough 
shaped metal body portion, rows of printing 
members positioned thereon and parallel with 
the sides of the trough, the printing Surfaces 
of said members being materially above the 
body of the plate, and a tab positioned. On 
the plate below the plane of the printing 
surfaces and at the end of the plate, said 
tab having projections adapted to enter open 
ings in the plate to retain the tab in position 
on the plate. 

11. An address plate having corrugations, 
a uniform series of overhanging projections 
extending laterally from said corrugations 
to retain printing character bearing members 
thereon, openings in the corrugations caused 
by the forming of said projections, an index 
tab supported on the plate, portions of the 
tab underlying certain of said projections, 
and having portions adapted to coact with 
said openings to retain the tab in place on 
the plate. 

12. A printing member having ribs for sup 
porting printing members, said ribs having 
openings therein, a celluloid member posi 
tioned between certain of the ribs and having 
projections thereon adapted to enter said 
openings to retain the tab in position on the 
plate. 

13. In an address plate, a sheet metal body 
member having longitudinally parallel raised 
portions therein, a uniform series of lips up 
strick from the plates and sides of the raised 
portions leaving openings in the sides of the 
raised portions, said lips overhanging the 
sides of the raised portions for retaining 
printing character bearing members, and a 
flexible tab resting on an uncorrugated por 
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tion of the plate between certain of said 
raised portions substantially in a plane below 
the printing bearing members, said tab hav 
ing projections coacting with openings in the 
raised portions to retain the tab in place on 
the plate. 

14. An address plate comprising a body 
portion having ribs thereon, rows of printing 
bearing members positioned on said ribs, the 
E; surfaces being materially above the 
ody of the plate and a tab positioned thereon 

below the plane of the printing surfaces and 
at the end of the plate, said tab having pro 
jections adapted to enter openings in the side 
of said ribs to retain the tab in position on 
the plate. 

15. The combination of an address plate 
having ribs with openings in them and an 
index plate lying on the address plate and 
having projections at its opposite edges 
adapted to enter said openings. 

16. The combination, with an address plate, 
of an index in the form of a flat plate, hay 
ing projections at its opposite edges, and 
means rising from the address plate and 
Spaced apart thereon and having openings 
adapted to coact with said projections when 
the index is resting on the address plate. 

17. The combination of an address plate 
having parallel corrugations, holes in side 
walls of said corrugations, and an index hav 
ing tongues adapted to project into said holes. 

18. An address plate comprising a body 
portion having ribs thereon, printing mem 
bers carried by the address plate above the 
body thereof, and an index resting on the 
address plate and of less height than the 
printing members, said index having pro 
jections adapted to enter openings in the 
inner sides of said ribs. 

19. An address plate having ribs with side 
openings thereinto and lips above the open 
ings combined with an index having edge 
tongues extending into the openings, the lips 
extending over the index. 

20. An address plate having upwardly 
formed corrugations from which lips extend 
alternatively in opposite directions, each lip 
being made by a cut out portion of the cor 
rugation which is then turned upwardly into 
substantial parallelism with the base of the 
plate, combined with an index tab lying on 
the base of the plate and having projections 
at its opposite edges which are adapted to 
enter holes in the corrugations made by cut 
ting out the extending tongues. 

In testimony whereof, hereunto affix my 
signature. 

WILLIAM R. ALLEN. 


