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To all whon, it invay concern: 
Beit known that I, HARRY E. RAYMOND, of 

Norwalk, in the county of Fairfield and State 
of Connecticut, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Can-Openers; and I 
do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
Such as will enable others skilled in the art to 
which it appertains to make and use the same. 
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This invention relates to improvements in 
kitchen utensils, and has more particular re 
lation to can-openers. 
The invention consists of the combination, 

With a suitable supporting-frame, of a clamp 
mounted thereon and adapted to engage a 
can and a rotatable cutter mounted on said 
clamp and adapted to cut the top of the can 
held thereby. 
The invention also consists of certain other 

novel constructions, combinations, and ar 
rangements of parts, all of which will be here 
inafter more particularly set forth and 
claimed. 

In the accompanying drawings, forming 
part of this specification, Figure 1 represents 
a perspective view of the device embodying 
my invention, and Fig. 2 represents a top 
plan view of the same. 

1 in the drawings represents the support 
ing-frame; 2, the can-supporting disk; 3, the 
adjustable clamp, and 4 the cutting-lever. 
The frame 1 is preferably L-shaped, as 

shown in the drawings, and is provided in its 
horizontal arm with a screw-threaded vertical 
passage 5, through which passes a thumb 
screw 6, having an enlarged swivel-head 7. 
The disk 2 is rigidly connected to the ver 
tical portion of the frame, so as to extend at 
right angles thereto and in a plane parallel 
with the horizontal portion of said frame, so 
that the device may be clamped upon a ta 
ble, shelf, or other stationary article by tight 
ening the screw 6. The rear surface of the 
vertical portion 1 is provided with a plurality 
of downwardly-projecting rack-teeth 8, the 
use of which will be hereinafter more par 
ticularly described. Said vertical portion of 
the frame is preferably formed dovetail in 
cross-section, so as to receive a slide 9, hav 
ing a dovetailed groove formed therein. This 
slide is provided with two rearwardly-pro 
jecting apertured lugs 10, between the outer 

ends of which is pivoted a link 11. The rack 
lever 12 is provided at its inner end with two 
spaced apertured lugs 13, between which is 55 
pivotally secured the outer end of the link . 
11, thereby supporting said lever in position. 
The inner end of said lever is formed with an 
inwardly and downwardly extending curved 
nose 14, adapted to engage in one of the rack 
teeth S for drawing the slide 9 downward by 
depressing the outer end of said lever 12. 
The said slide 9 carries the clamping-disk 3, 
which is provided on its under side with a 
plurality of pointed projections 15, adapted 
to enter the top of the can when the said disk 
is depressed to firmly clamp the can between 
said disk 3 and the disk 2, which latter is 
provided upon its upper surface with a plu 
rality of serrations or pointed projections 16 
to prevent the slipping of the can. 
The cutting-lever 4 is provided at its inner 

end with a disk 17, pivotally mounted upon 
the upper surface of the disk 3, so as to be 
capable of rotation thereon. Said lever 4 is 
further provided with a vertical dovetaillon 
gitudinal slot 18, in which is mounted a dove 
tail block 19. This block is provided upon 
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its upper side with a vertical screw-threaded 
bolt 20, upon the upper end of which is 
mounted a thumb-nut 21. A cutting-knife 
22 is secured to the under side of said block 
19, so as to project down below the lever. 

It will be observed from the foregoing de 
scription that said knife 22 may be adjusted 
toward or away from the pivot-point of the 
lever 4 by simply moving the block 19 in the 
slot 18. The peculiar dovetail shape of the 
block 19 and the slot 18 permits of said block 
being wedged firmly in position in the slot by 
the tightening of the screw 21, so as to effect 
ively avoid all danger of slipping. By means 
of the adjustment of said knife 22 the same 
may be employed in removing the tops from 
cans of different sizes. 

It will further be observed that the move 
ment of the lever 4 carries the knife 22 in a 
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concentric circle about the edge of the disk 3, 
so as to cut the top from a can resting upon 
the disk 2 and clamped in position by the disk 
3. . When a can is to be opened, the same is 
placed upon the disk 2 and the lever 12 oper 
ated to depress the clamping-disk 3, whereby 
the points 15 are forced into the top of the can 
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and hold the same firmly against any lateral 
movement during the cutting operation. At 
the same time that the points 15 are forced in 
the top of the can the cutting-knife 2 also en 
ters the tin. The operation of the lever 4 will 
now cause said knife to cut the top from the 
can in proximity to its periphery, leaving a 
small uncut portion in proximity to the slide 
9 to act as a hinge for the cut portion of said 
top. It will be observed that the action of 
my improved can - opener is attended with 
very little exertion, as the can may be easily 
clamped and the respective disks and the cut 
ting-lever 4 operated and the can as quickly 
removed. The construction and operation are 
very simple and cheap, but at the same time 
very effective, as the clamp when once set 
firmly holds the can against any possible lat 
eral movement which might be occasioned by 
the cutting action of the knife. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. The combination with a support having 
teeth thereon, of a slide on said support, a 

lever adapted to engage said teeth and a flexi 
ble connection between said slide and lever. 

2. The combination with a Support having 
teeth thereon, of a slide on said support, a 
lever adapted to engage said teeth, and a link 
pivotally connecting said slide and lever. 

3. In a can-opener, the combination with 
the frame comprising a can-supporting disk 
having projections upon the upper surface 
thereof and an upright arm provided with 
teeth, of a slide on said arm, a disk secured 
to said slide having pointed projections upon 
the under side thereof, a cutting-lever mount 
ed to turn on said disk, an operating-lever 
for the slide adapted to engage the teeth on 
said upright, and a link connecting said slide 
and said operating-lever, as and for the pur 
pose set forth. 

In testimony whereof I have signed this 
specification in the presence of two subscrib 
ing witnesses. 

EIARRY E. RAYMOND. 
Witnesses: 

CHARLES H. WEED, 
CHAS. E. GREEN. 
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