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My invention aims to provide a car or auto-
mobile cleaning device that may be shifted
about the automobile or readily carried from

one position to another so that the device may

be conveniently used for removing dust, loose
"~ dirt and other foreign matter from the auto-
mobile, particularly the seats, floor, luggage
and such matter as may be within the automo-
bile. The device operates on the principle of

10 2 vacuum cleaner and obviously may be used

for removing dust from the clothes of tourists.
My invention further aims to provide an
-electrically operated suction cleaning device
in the bottom of which is placed a holder or
15 take-up reel for an electric conductor, so that
the device can be connected to a suitable source
-of electrical energy and conveniently moved
from one location to another. The device in-
cludes a simple and durable construction that
20 can be manufactured at a comparatively small
cost so that automobile service stations may
adopt the device and permit of its use gratui-
tously. ,
The device will be hereinafter specifically
26 described and then claimed, and reference will
now be had to the drawing, wherein
Figure 1is an end view of the device, partly
broken away and partly in section, and
_ Fig. 2is a longitudinal sectional view of the
30 device. - ‘
The car cleaning device may be advanta-

geously made of sheet metal finished to. pre-

sent a neat appearance and non-corrodible so
that it will not be materially affected by out-

35 door use. The device is in the form of an ob-

long casing having a bottom wall 1, end walls

2 and 3 and side walls 4. The top of the cas-

ing is formed by a semi-cylindrical cover 5

hinged, as at 6, to the upper edge of one of

40 the side walls 4 and the other side wall may

be provided with a conventional form of fas-

" tener 7, so that the cover 5 may be secured in

a closed position and the device lifted and
carried by a handle 8 on the cover.

The bottom wall 1 of the casing is provided
with casters or swiveled wheels 9 so that the
device may be readily moved about in addi-
tion to being portable.

In the top of the casing is a horizontal par-
50 tition or support 10 for an electric motor 11
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‘2 has an opening 26 normally closed and

provided with a conventional form of suc-
tion fan 12, said motor and fan being enclosed
by the cover 5. .Detachably connected to the .
fan 12 and extending through an end wall of
the cover 5 is an intake hose or flexible con- g5
nection 18 provided with a conventional form
of nozzle 14 adapted to be moved over a sur-
face or in proximity thereto to lift dust or
foreign matter from the surface when the
suction fan 12 is driven by the motor 11. The 6o
hose 13 may be of considerable length with
suitable joints so that the hose may be freely
moved about an automobile, and when the
hose is not in use it may be hung on or
wrapped about holders 15 on the end wall 3
of the casing. :
The suction fan 15 has a discharge connec-
tion 16 extending through a screen partition
17 into a dust compartment 18 having an in-
clined bottom wall 19 some distance above the
bottom wall 1 in order to form a reel com-
partment 20'in the bottom of the casing.

- The screen partition 17 has a large opening
21 over which is placed a detachable screen 22
disposed below the partition for support 10 so
as to form an air chamber 28 communicating
with the atmosphere through suitable open-
ings 24 in the side and end walls of the casing.
The screen 22 may be removed from the air
chamber 23 and cleaned by virtue of a hinged
door 25 carried by the end wall 2 of the casing.

The bottom wall 19 of the dust chamber 18
is inclined downwardly from the end wall
3 towards the end wall 2 and said end wall
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sealed by a hinged upwardly and outwardly .
swinging door 27 provided with a suitable
latch 28 for retaining it in a closed position.
Dust. and dirt will accumulate against the
door 27 and air exhaust from the compart-
ment 18 through the screen 22 into the cham-
ber 23 and out of the openings 24. ,
In the reel compartment 20 are bearings
29 and 380 for a take-up reel or roller 31 to
which is attached .and wound thereon an elec-
trical conductor 32 having its outer end ex-
tending at the bottom wall 1 of the casing
over a bail 83 and out from the under the
casing so that the free end of said conductor
may be attached to a plug or other connec-
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tion of a suitable source of electrical energy
which I deem it unnecessary to illustrate.
The reel or roller 31 is of the spring actuated
type by which the conductor 82 will be auto-
matically wound on the reel or roller and
thus prevent the conductor from lying
around and becoming entangled incident to
moving the cleaning device about an automo-
bile. Since the reel or roller 31 is rotatable
the bearing 80 is equipped with a brush or
rotary contact of a conventional form (not
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above said screen, said fan being positioned
to discharge upon the higher part of said
inclined partition.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature.
HAROLD W. SMITH.

shown). This is in order that there may be -

leading-out conductors 34 to a conventional
form of switch 35 and to the motor 11, the
switch 85 being supported by the end wall
3 of the casing within the dust compartment
18 and operatable from the outer side of the

-wall 3. Obviously the conductors 34 may

be incased so as to conveniently extend
through the partitions 19, 17 and 10.

With the electric conductor 32 in a suit-
able electric operating circuit, the cleaning
device may be carried or pushed about an
automobile and the nozzle 14 used for re-
moving dust and dirt from the automobile
into the compartment 18, which may be
emptied from time to time. I do not care
to confine my invention to the particular type
of fan and motor, but it is important that
the various chambers and compartments be
compactly arranged within the casing, so
that the device may be carried if necessary.
Ibelieve I am the first to provide such a clean-
ing service at an automobile service station
so that tourists and others may use the clean-
ing device while other service is being per-
formed at the station.
hotel entrance will be a convenience to tour-
ists for cleaning luggage and wearing® ap-
parel before entering a hotel, and while in
the drawing I show the device as now con-

- structed and used, yet it is to be understood
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© casing in providing a

85

that the structural elements are
to such changes as fall within the scope of
the appended claims.

What I claim is:— o

1. A cleaning device comprising a casing,
a support mounted in the upper portion
thereof, a motor driven fan on said support,
a screen positioned in said casing beneath said
support and spaced therefrom to form an air
chamber therewith, said casing being ported
between the support and screen, an inlet hose
connected to said fan and disposed outside
the casing, and an outlet pipe extending from
sald fan through said chamber and opening
into the space beneath said screen.

2. A cleaning device comprising a casing,
a motor driven suction fan supported in said
casing, an inclined partition in said casing
beneath said fan and cooperating with said
com
to receive matter from saf fan, a screen in
said compartment and above said partition,
said casing having air outlet ports formed

Such a device at a

susceptible

artment adapted .
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