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Be it known that I, ESTELLA CASE, a citizen
of the United States, residing at New York
city,in the county and State of New York, have
invented a certain new and useful article of
manufacture, consisting of a Combined Shoul-
der-Brace and Back-Support; and I do de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act deseription of my invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,and
to the letters and figures of reference marked
thereon, which forin a part of this specifica-
tion. :

My invention relates to a combined shoul-
der-brace and back-support.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
shows a front elevation of my combined shoul-
der-brace and back-support with the neck cut
away. Iig. 2 shows a side view of the same
without the neck cut away. Tig. 8 showsa
side view of the artiele in use. Fig. 4 shows
the back view of the same in use.

Similar letters refer to similar parts in all
the figures.

My back sapport or form is formed from
material suffieiently rigid to give a firm sap-
port to the baek and at the same time elastic
enough to allow freedom of motion inthat part
of the body. I make my back-support of suf-
ficient size to cover the entire back from the
shoulders down to the waistband, with the up-
per part slightly concavo-convex, to conform
to the rounding of the upper part of the back
of the wearer. To the said back-support
(shown by D in all the figures) I fasten the
shoulder-straps ¢ « at the top and extend them
over the shoulders around the arms and fasten
them tothe partwhich extends under the arms,
asatbb. Theseshoulder-bracing bandsshounld
be elastic or have elastic sections, and I pro-
vide them with sunitable fastenings for adjust-
ing the same. The said fastenings I attach at

either end of the said straps, as shown by ER
or b b, or anywhere between these points, as
shown by g g. Ialso attach to the bottom of
said back-support a waistband,tofasten around
the waist for holding the back-support down,
and said band should be elastie,or be provided
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with elastic sections, in order to not impede
respiration. :

Iprefer to make my back-support of Chinese
burlap, as it is both rigid and elastic and of
sufficient body to give a firm support to the
back of the wearer. I prefer stockinet for a
covering and lining to the same, as it is very
flexible,and therefore easily fitted to the shape
of the back support, although other flexible
materials cut on the bias serve the purpose.
By adding a firm binding to the outer edge
the back-form is held to its shape. I also at-
tach cords or bands to the bracing straps,to be
carried across the front of the body of the
wearer and fastened, as shown by H Hin Fig.
2, said cords or bands to hold the back-sup-
port in its place when garments are being re-
moved from the shoulders. In Figs. 1 and 4
I show the neck cut low for ladies’ wear when
thin dresses are worn. '

By combining the shoulder-bracing straps
with the upper part of the back-support and
the waistband with the lower part, the strain
in holding back the shoulders is distributed
over the entire back, while at the same time
the shoulder-bracing straps hold the upper
part of the baek-support in place.

This device may be worn by ladies or gen-
tlemen for a support to the back, for a shoul-
der-brace, or for a back-form to brvidge over
the hollow between the shoulders and conceal
the bony structure of the back.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent of the United States, is—

1. The improved combined shoulder-brace
and back-support herein deseribed, consisting
of the portion D, of suitable material,adapted
to fit and cover the back only, and provided
with yielding shoulder-straps and a waistband,
all substantially as et forth.

2. The herein-described shoulder-brace and
back-support,consisting of the back portion D,
of suitable material, and provided with yield-
ing shoulder-straps and front or breast straps,
all substantially as zet forth.

ESTELLA CASE.

Witnesses:

E. W. B. PrIiLrire,
DANIEL SCOTT.
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