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(57) Abstract: Provided is a mask blank compris-
ing a resist layer (2) formed by a chemically amp-
lified resist, a protective layer (4) formed so as to
cover the resist layer (2), and a buffer layer (3)
disposed between the resist layer (2) and the pro-
tective layer (4). The protective layer (4) contains
an oxide substance, a basic substance, and a salt
produced by the reaction of the oxide substance
with the basic substance. The buffer layer (3) has
a constituent element which is the surface layer
portion of the uncovered resist layer (20) before
being covered by the protective layer (4) and
which is also the portion where the uncovered
resist layer (20) and the protective layer (4) are in
contact with each other, and this portion is
formed by acceptance of the oxide substance, the
basic substance, and the salt that have migrated
from the protective layer (4).
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