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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A thumb sucking preventer is in the form of a flexible 
hand covering mitt which includes protuberances capable 
of acting as pacifiers. The mitt may be manipulated to 
minimize or eliminate any adverse psychological affect 
commonly attendant with conventional thumb Sucking 
preventers. 

This invention relates to a thumb sucking preventer 
which is capable of serving as a pacifier. 

Conventional thumb sucking preventers either restrain 
the child from raising his arm sufficiently and thus in 
serting his thumb in his mouth or simply cover the hand 
with some form of mitt so that the thumb cannot be in 
serted in the mouth. The mitt type preventers can usually 
be secured to the wrist by a string or otherwise tied there 
to. This form of attachment has an adverse psychological 
affect of making the child feel he is being punished. This 
affect also occurs when the arm of the child is restrained 
or limited from free movement. 
An object of this invention is to provide a thumb Suck 

ing preventer which overcomes the above indicated ad 
verse psychological affect. 
A further object is to provide such a thumb sucking 

preventer which is also capable of acting as a pacifier. 
A still further object of this invention is to provide a 

thumb sucking preventer which may serve as a means of 
entertainment for the Wearer. 

In accordance with this invention the thumb Sucking 
preventer is made in the form of a flexible mitt which 
completely covers the hand. The mitt is shaped in the 
form of, for example, a caricature of a living object So 
that the child may freely manipulate the mitt as a means 
of amusement. Advantageously protuberances are pro 
vided on the mitt which can conveniently serve as paci 
fiers. These protuberances may be parts of the body Such 
as ears or the nose and may be hollow and thereby Serv 
ing a dual function; one function being to permit the 
child to insert his fingers therein which enhances the use 
of the protuberance as a pacifier. A further function also 
results from the ability of the child to insert his fingers 
in the protuberances in that the manipulation of the mitt 
is thus facilitated. 

Novel features and advantages of the present inven 
tion will become more apparent to one skilled in the art 
from a reading of the description in conjunction with 
the accompanying drawings wherein similar reference 
characters refer to similar parts and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a front view of one embodiment of this 

invention; and 

O 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

2 
FIGURE 2 is a side view of the embodiment of the 

invention shown in FIGURE 1. 
As indicated in FIGURE 1 the thumb sucking pre 

Venter 10 is made in the form of a flexible mitt which 
completely covers the hand. The mitt is shaped in the 
form of a caricature resembling a living object. As illus 
trated in the drawings this caricature is a clown. Other 
shapes, however, may be used without departing from 
the spirit of the invention. Advantageously the mitt is 
lightly secured to the wrist 12 of the child by means of the 
resilient flexible neck portion 14. Ventilation is provided 
for the hand by, for example, openings 16 liberally dis 
tributed about the back portion. 

Advantageously the nose 18, ears 20, and hat 22 of 
the mitt are hollow bulbous protrusions which are so 
shaped that they may function as pacifiers without any 
detrimental affect to the teeth as would result by the 
child inserting his thumb in his mouth. These protrusions 
18, 20, 22 serve a dual function since the child may in 
sert a finger in each of the protrusions. One function is 
to facilitate their use as a pacifier. A further function is 
to enhance the manipulation of the mitt so that it can 
Serve, for example, as a hand puppet. 
The use of the mitt as a hand puppet or amusement 

device in addition to the light securement of the mitt on 
the child by means of the neck of the clown, eliminates 
any adverse psychological affect that normally occurs 
with prior thumb sucking preventers, that the child is 
being punished in some way. 

Since the mitt is shaped so that portions of it may be 
inserted in the mouth it is made of a nontoxic material. 
As indicated above the material should be flexible so that 
the hand of the child can be conveniently inserted through 
the neck 14 and so that the mitt may be manipulated by 
the child. 
The selection of a clown as the caricature is partic 

ularly advantageous in that it readily lends itself to the 
inclusion of the hollow integral bulbous protrusions such 
as the exaggerated nose and ears as well as the relatively 
small hat. Additionally the neck of the clown is con 
veniently shaped to assure light securement of the mitt 
without the child being conscious or made unduly aware 
that he is wearing a thumb sucking preventer. Although 
a clown is illustrated, other caricatures may be used which 
serve the function of a hand puppet and of providing 
pacifier means. 

Obviously many variations of the invention are pos 
sible in light of the above teachings. It is therefore to be 
understood that within the scope of the appended claims 
the invention may be practiced otherwise than specifically 
described. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A thumb sucking preventer comprising a mitt to be 

worn on a hand whereby the user may freely extend, bend 
and manipulate his fingers, said mitt being in the form of 
a caricature to resemble a living object, said mitt being 
made of a nontoxic flexible material whereby it may be 
manipulated by the hand therein, ventilating means on 
said mitt to provide air circulation therein, spaced pacifier 
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3. 

means on said mitt, said spaced pacifier means including 
a plurality of hollow bulbous protrusions, and each of 
said protrusions constituting an integral portion of said 
caricature. 

2. A thumb sucking preventer as set forth in claim 1 
wherein said protrusions include a hollow nose and ear 
portions of said caricature. 

3. A thumb sucking preventer as set forth in claim 2 
wherein said protrusions further include a hollow hat 
portion of said caricature. 

4. A thumb sucking preventer as set forth in claim 3 
wherein said caricature is a clown including facial details. 

5. A thumb sucking preventer as set forth in claim 4 
wherein the neck portion of said clown comprises means 
for lightly attaching said mitt to a wrist of the wearer. 
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