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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JULIUS H. HEYWARD, OF GREEN VILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA. 

TYPE-WRTER DESK. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 585,914, dated July 6, 1897. 
Application filed April 8, 1897, Serial No. 631,281 (No model.) 

To all, Luhon, it Tay concern: 
Be it known that I, JULIUS H. HEY WARD, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Greenville, in the county of Greenville and 
State of South Carolina, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Type 
Writer Desks, of which the following is a specification. 
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This invention relates to certain new and 
useful improvements in type-writer cabinets 
or Supports; and it consists substantially in 
Such features of construction, arrangement, 
and combinations of parts as will hereinafter 
be more particularly described. 
The invention has for its object the provi 

sion of means for concealing the type-writer 
from view when the same is not in use and 
also to completely inclose the machine against 
the access of dust and dirt to the operative 
mechanism thereof, as well as to prevent in 
jury to the machine. 
The invention also has for its object the 

provision of simple and effective devices for 
Supporting the table within the inclosure for 
the machine, as well as to provide means for 
enabling the machine to be thrown outward 
to a position for use and again returned to 
the inclosure, wherein it is concealed or con 
tained when not in use. 
The invention has for its still further ob 

ject the provision of means for always main 
taining the table in a truly horizontal posi 
tion, so that the machine is not liable at any 
time to slip back and forward upon its sup 
porting-table, and it is enabled to be held or 
Supported in a much more stable position for 
use. This and other objects I obtain by the 
means illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ings, wherein 

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of a 
cabinet-desk having my improvements em 
bodied in connection there with, the said view 
indicating the movable supporting-table for 
the type-writer in its lowered position within 
the inclosure for containing the same, and 
the type-Writer simply being shown diagram 
matic in order not to obscure the other parts. 
Fig. 2 is a similar view indicating the mov 
able supporting-table in its projected elevated 
position, by which the type-writer is raised 
to a position to be operated upon. Fig. 3 is a 
transverse sectional view of the several parts 

to more clearly indicate the construction and 
operation thereof, the movable supporting 
table being shown in its lowered position 
within the inclosure therefor. Fig. 4 is a 
similar view to Fig. 3, the movable table or 
platform being shown in its projected elevated 
position, to which it is brought by the raising 
or turning of the box or casing. Fig. 5 is a 
view of the movable table or platform in de 
tail. Fig.6 is a side view of the box detached 
from the cabinet. 
My invention is capable of a great many 

different constructions or embodiments, and 
while I have carried the same into effect in 
several different ways I prefer for the pur 
poses of this application the more simple and 
effective embodiments, such, for instance, a 
I have herein shown. 
The support or cabinet itself may of course 

be constructed in any preferred way-that is 
to say, with either a single or double pedestal 
and with or without a roll top; or, instead 
of this, simple walls or partitions may be em 
ployed as the supports for the working parts 
and may be adjusted to any style of desk. 
As I have herein shown, ample provision 

is had for the accommodation of the knees of 
the person sitting at the cabinet or desk 
whether the type-writer be in its raised or 
lowered position. 

In the accompanying drawings, I repre 
sents an ordinary cabinet desk or support, 
which is preferably provided with two pedes 
tals 22, (one on each side,) a central inclosure 
or space 3 being provided for the accommo 
dation and Working of the parts constituting 
my present invention. As a practical ne 
cessity to my invention some form of inclos 
ing box or casing is employed, through the 
medium of which the movable table or plat 
form is operated to be raised and lowered 

55 

75 

within the inclosure or space 3, and while 
this could be variously constructed I prefer 
that the upper or top portion thereof shall 
constitute the central portion of the writing 
bed of the desk when the table or platform 
is in its lowered position within the inclosure 
or space 3. Thus 4 represents a swinging 
box or casing having two sides 55, a front 
portion 6, a top portion 6', and preferably a 
rear or back portion 7, although, if desired, 
this back portion may be dispensed with and 
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the back of the cabinet or support, itself re 
lied upon to close the rear of the box when 
ever the latter is in its lowered position. The 
sides of the said Swinging box or casing 4 at 
the front are inclined inwardly from the top, 
as shown at Cl, and the front portion 6 is in 
two parts bc, of which the latter is hinged 
to the former and is caused to be operated 
upon to be turned outwardly at the proper 
time, as will hereinafter appear. This front 
may, if desired, be hinged close under the 
top of the box, so that the whole of it may 
be raised. The said box or casing could be 
Supported to Swing or turn in the space 3 
between the pedestals in any suitable man 
ner, but preferably through each side thereof 
at the point d, I pass a bolt 8 and which bolts 
also pass through the sides of the adjacent 
Walls of the pedestals 22, and the box or cas 
ing is thus normally held in a horizontal po 
sition with its top portion 6' even or flush 
With the Writing-bed of the desk. 
In order to prevent the box from being de 

pressed at the forward end, some suitable 
counterbalance - weight could be employed, 
but preferably I construct and arrange the 
parts in Such manner that when the box is 
down the rear end thereof comes up flush 
With a strip 12, constituting a part of the 
Writing-bed of the desk. In this way no 
sinking or depression of the box will occur 
Whenever a person is engaged at the desk 
writing while the type-writer is in its lowered 
position. 
In connection with my improvementsIem 

ploy a movable supporting table or platform 
13, upon which the type-writer machine is 
placed or held, and it is the purpose to main 
tain this table or platform always in a truly 
horizontal position both while the same is in 
its raised or lowered position, as well as dur 
ing the movement of the same from one po 
sition to the other. Many different devices 
could be resorted to for this purpose, but 
preferably I employ the construction and 
arrangement of parts herein shown. Thus 
pendent from the lower edge of each of the 
side portions of the swinging box is a block 
or bracket 14, through which block passes a 
rod 15, that extends across the space 3 be 
tween the pedestals. Likewise pendent from 
the side edges of the movable supporting ta 
ble or platform 13 at 16 are the lugs or hang 
el's 17, which may be placed more to the front 
or rear end of the box, as may be desired, in 
order to raise or lower the table to a greater 
extent, and which may be made longer or 
shorter, as may be desired, to adjust the 
height of the table, and through which the 
rod 15 also passes, the table being free to 
turn on the rod by means of this form of sup 
port therefor. The purpose of the construc 
tion and arrangement is that when the box 
Or Casing is in its lowered position the table 
shall be drawn inward and lowered within 
the Space Or inclosure 3, but that when the 
said box or casing is turned upward to the ex 

tent of a quarter-circle, Or, say, to a half-re 
versed position, the said table or platform 
will be raised or elevated and at the Same 
time projected forward to bring the type 
Writer to position for use. To effect this, I 
so construct the supporting devices for the 
table that they perform or effect both func 
tions. 

It will be noted that the brackets 14 are 
cut a half-inch thicker, more or less, than 
the sides of the box, and said brackets are 
screwed or otherwise secured in place with 
their outer surfaces flush with the outer Sur 
faces of the sides of the box. In this Way 
when the box is turned upward and the ta 
ble elevated to position for use the forward 
edges of the brackets are brought immedi 
ately beneath the table and the table thus 
furnished with a firm and stable support. 
Thus in each of the side portions of the 
swinging box or casing I form a curved slot 
17 and through each of which slots passes a 
projection or bolt 18, that is stationary in the 
side of the pedestal and which also supports 
the upper end of a thin iron support 19, the 
lower ends of the said supports being piv 
oted at 20 to the opposite side edges of the 
movable table or platform. In the raising 
and lowering of the box or casing the said Sup 
ports 19 change positions, respectively, as is 
represented in Figs. 1 and 2, Fig. 3 clearly 
representing the position when the platform 
is lowered, and Fig. 4 showing clearly their 
position in the raised or elevated position of 
the platform. W 
The lower part c of the front portion 6 of 

the box is hinged at 21 to the upper part b 
thereof, or, if desired, the whole front could 
be hinged immediately at the top beneath 
the under side of the top of the box, and pro 
jecting from said lower part on the inner side 
either at one or both ends is a block 22, which 
is disposed in the path of the bolt 18, which 
strikes the block in the movement of the box 
or casing to be elevated, and thus the said 
lower part c is caried outward to the position 
shown in Fig. 2 and may be utilized as a copy 
holder while the type-writer is in use. It 
may be stated that the inner end of the bolt 
is of course made long enough to operate in 
the manner stated. When the box or casing 
is lowered, the hinged part c of the front por 
tion may be readily turned down again into 
place, and thus serve to prevent access of 
dust and dirt to the machine. From the in 
clined position of the said front part it will 
be seen that ample room is provided for the 
accommodation of the knees of a person sit 
ting at the desk while the type-writer is low 
ered. 

It is obvious, of course, that while I have 
described certain peculiar details of construc 
tions of the several parts various immaterial 
changes therein could be made without de 
parting from the spirit of my invention. In 
Some instances I may not find it necessary, 
for instance, to employ any counterbalances 
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for the platform and machine, but preferably 
I secure to the under side of the top of the 
box at 30 a counterbalancing-weight 31, which 
serves to steady the machine, as well as the 
devices which support and elevate and lower 
the same. This weight could be otherwise 
disposed with equal effect, and in like man 
ner I am enabled in some further instances 
to resort to reasonable changes in the general 
construction and arrangement of parts. 
The operation is as follows: When the 

movable table or platform, together with the 
machine, is in its lowered position within 
the inclosure or space 3, the parts are in the 
position indicated in Figs. 1 and 3, respec 
tively-that is to say, the inclosing box or 
casing 4 will be in a horizontal position, with 
the top portion 6' thereof flush with the writ 
ing-bed. The rear end of the box comes up 
flush or even with a longitudinal strip 12, 
forming a part of the upper surface of the 
desk, and in order to maintain the movable 
box in its horizontal position some suitable 
locking device is preferably employed, and 
while this device could be constructed in va 
rious ways I prefer the use of a spring-actu 
ated bolt (indicated at A) which automatic 
ally engages with a keeper or slot (not shown) 
formed on the under side of the top portion 
6' of the box at or near the forward end 
thereof. Whenever it is desired to release 
the box for the purpose of elevating the same, 
the said sliding bolt is simply drawn back 
by taking hold of a small knob or other pro 
jection shown as arranged thereon. The 
construction of this locking device could be 
changed and altered in immaterial respects, 
and therefore I am not limited as to its con 
struction and arrangement. While the box 
is in this position, the bolts 18 on the upper 
ends of the supports 19 are at the upper ends 
or extremities of the slots 17 in the sides of 
the box, and the said supports extend rear 
Wardly into the inclosure 3 at their lower 
ends, and the hinged part c of the front of 
the box will be closed down. In this way the 
machine will be protected from dirt and in 
jury and at the same time will be concealed 
from view and out of the way, and it may be 
secured by locking the box 4 in the described 
way to the desk. 
Now when it is desired to bring the ma 

chine to a position for use, the top 6' is grasped 
at its front edge, and the box is turned up 
Wardly and half-reversed, or, in other words, 
is raised to the position indicated at Fig. 4, 
and the other parts or devices will also assume 
the positions shown in said figure. In turn 
ing the box upward in the manner described 
the slotted sides of the box move upon the 
bolts 18 until the position of the slots is about 
reversed, the said bolts being finally at the 
lower extremities of the slots when the box 
or casing reaches a substantially vertical po 
sition. - 

It is desirable to brace the box in its open 
position, so that there will be no tendency of 

tO. 

the box to close accidentally, and while dif 
ferent forms of braces could be employed 
for this purpose I prefer what is known as 
the ordinary 'knuckle’ brace, comprising 
two parts in n, hinged together at O and hav 
ing the ends thereof secured, respectively, 
to the edge of the top portion of the movable 
box and to the bolt 18, hereinbefore referred 

I might use one of these braces on each 
side of the box, but have simply shown the 
same at one side, and which can be seen by 
referring to Fig. 1, where it is shown in its 
half-open position. In the full-open posi 
tion of the box the parts m, in of said brace 
become straightened out, whereas when the 
box is lowered or closed down the parts of 
said brace fold together and are accommo 
dated in the space between the inner side of 
the pedestal and the side of the box. As the 
box is turned upward the bolt 18 strikes or 
impinges upon the block 22, and the lower 
hinged part c of the front of the box is car 
ried outward in the manner described; also, 
as the box is carried or turned upward the 
point of support of the table or platform is 
carried through the arc of a circle of which 
the point dis the center, and the table is thus 
not only elevated, but is projected forward 
with the machine upon it. By virtue of the 
table being loosely mounted on the rod 15, 
and the fact that the sliding supports 19 are 
in movable connection with both the table 
and sides of the box, it of course follows that 
as the box is turned the said table or 
form will always be maintained in a truly 
horizontal position. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

I claim is 
1. The combination in a type-writer cabinet 

or support, of a box or casing Swinging or turn 
ing upon a support, a movable table or plat 
form between the sides of the box, and connec 
tions between said box and table whereby the 
latter is maintained in a horizontal position 
in both positions of the boxas Well as during 
the movement of the box from one position to 
the other, substantially as described. 

2. The combinationin a type-writer cabinet 
or support, of a box or casing adapted to be 
raised and lowered on a support, a movable 
table or platform loosely mounted or suspend 
ed between the sides of the box, and connec 
tions between said box and table whereby the 
latter is maintained in a horizontal position 
in both positions of the box as well as during 
the movement of the box from one position to 
the other, substantially as described. 

3. The combination in a type-writer cabinet 
or support, of a box or casing having a swing 
ing or pivotal support upon which the box is 
adapted to be raised and lowered, a movable 
table or platform raising and lowering with 
the box, and connections between said box 
and table whereby the latter is projected and 
withdrawn as the box is raised and lowered, 
substantially as described. 

4. The combinationin a type-writer cabinet 

plat 
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or support, of a box or casing adapted to be 
raised and lowered on a support, a movable 
table or platform, and sliding reversible con 
nections between the said box and table 
whereby the latter is projected forward and 
elevated, or vice versa, accordingly as the 
said box or casing is raised or lowered, sub 
stantially as described. 

5. The combination in a type-writer cabinet 
Or Support, of a box or casing adapted to be 
raised and lowered on a support, and formed 
in its sides with curved slots, a movable table 
or platform mounted loosely on a support in 
the box, and supporting-bars having at their 
upper ends projections extending into the 
slots, and being loosely connected at their 
lower ends to the side edges of the table, sub 
stantially as described. 

6. The combination in a type-writer cabinet 
or support, of a box adapted to be raised and 
lowered on a support, and having at its front 
a permanent and a hinged closing-section, 
the latter having a projection on its inner 
side, a movable table and reversing connec 
tions between said table and box, a part of 
which connections being adapted to engage 
the said projection as the box is raised, sub 
stantially as shown and for the purpose de 
scribed. 

7. The combinationin a type-writer cabinet 
or support, of a box or casing adapted to be 

raised and lowered on its support, a movable 
table or platform, connections between said 
box and table whereby the latter is main 
tained in a horizontal position in both posi 
tions of the box as well as during the move 
ment of the box from one position to the other, 
and a jointed brace working in the space be 
tween the box and the pedestal of the desk, 
and having its upper and lower ends respect 
ively in movable connection with said box 
and the inner side of the pedestal, substan 
tially as described. . 

8. The combination in a type-writer cabinet 
or support, of a box or casing having brack 
ets pendent from the sides thereof and adapt 
ed to be raised and lowered on a support, a 
movable table or platform, and sliding re 
versible connections between the said box and 
table whereby the latter is projected and ele 
vated, or vice versa, accordingly as the box is 
raised or lowered, said brackets being con 
structed and arranged to come directly be 
neath the table when the latter is in its raised 
position, substantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

JULIUS H. HEYWARD. 
Witnesses: 

SUSIE H. GLOVER, 
JAMES ALTOM. 
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