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center hole is greater than the center hole diameter when the 
hair band is in a rest position. The distance between the outer 
edge of the center hole and the outer edge of the body 
decreases and the inner diameter increases as the hair band is 
stretched. In some embodiments, the body is hollow and filled 
with one or more of a gel Substance, a granular solid, and a 
Viscous liquid. In some embodiments, the hair band is manu 
factured by one or more of an extrusion molding process and 
an injection molding process. 
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Move the hair band from a first rest position to a 403 
stretched position. 

Place a portion of hair within a center hole 405 

407 Release the hair band from the stretched position to a 
second rest position to securely hold the portion of hair 

409 

Fig. 4 
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EXPANDING HAR BAND 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

0001. This Patent Application claims priority under 35 
U.S.C. 119 (e) of the co-pending U.S. Provisional Patent 
Application, Ser. No. 61/325,676, filed Apr. 19, 2010, and 
entitled “Expanding Hair Band.” The Provisional Patent 
Application, Ser. No. 61/325,676, filed Apr. 19, 2010, and 
entitled “Expanding Hair Band' is also hereby incorporated 
by reference. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0002 The presently claimed invention relates to hair 
accessories and hair accessory devices. More specifically, the 
presently claimed invention relates to stretchable hair bands 
for securely holding a portion of hair and for decorative 
purposes. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0003 Women's hair accessories are well known in the art 
and are available in a variety of fashions. Numerous devices 
have been developed to assist women in creating desirable 
hair arrangements. Depending on the occasion it may be 
desirable to use a hair accessory to position the hair in a 
certain arrangement or to securely hold the hair off the shoul 
ders or away from the face. Consequently, a wide variety of 
hair accessories are available to securely hold the hair and for 
decorative purposes. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0004. In one embodiment, a hair band comprises a stretch 
able body and a center hole. The center hole increases in 
diameter when the hair band is moved from a rest position to 
a stretched position. A distance between an outer edge of the 
body and an outer edge of the center hole is greater than the 
center hole diameter when the hair band is in a rest position. 
The distance between the outer edge of the center hole and the 
outer edge of the body decreases and the inner diameter 
increases as the hair band is stretched. In some embodiments, 
the body is hollow and filled with one or more of a gel 
Substance, a granular Solid, and a viscous liquid. In some 
embodiments, the body comprises fabric. In further embodi 
ments, the body comprises one or more of a decorative pat 
tern, a graphic, and a decorative accessory. In some embodi 
ments, the hair band is manufactured by one or more of an 
extrusion molding process and an injection molding process. 
0005. In second aspect, a hair band with a stretchable body 
comprises an inner edge, an outer edge, and a center hole, 
wherein a distance between the inner edge and the outer edge 
is greater than a centerhole diameterata rest position, and the 
distance between the inner edge and the outer edge decreases 
when the hair band is at a stretched position. In some embodi 
ments, the stretchable body is solid. In some embodiments, 
the stretchable body is hollow and filled with one or more of 
a gel Substance, a granular solid, and a viscous liquid. In 
further embodiments, the body comprises a fabric surface. In 
Some embodiments, the body comprises one or more of a 
decorative pattern, a graphic, and a decorative accessory. In 
some embodiments, a width of the body is approximately 4 
inch, the center hole diameter is approximately /8 inch in a 
rest position. In further embodiments, the body is infused 
with one or more of aloe, mineral oil, and a conditioning 
substance. In still further embodiments, the body comprises 
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one or more of a sphere, a cube, and a tubular shape. In some 
embodiments, the body is infused with an aroma. In further 
embodiments, the body is infused with a bitterant. In some 
embodiments, the hair band is manufactured by one or more 
of an extrusion molding process and an injection molding 
process. In some embodiments, the body comprises one or 
more of a heart, insect, animal, flower, and other decorative 
shape. In further embodiments, the body comprises multiple 
designs. 
0006. In another aspect, a hair band comprises a stretch 
able body and a center hole, wherein a distance between an 
outer edge of the of the body and the centerhole is greater than 
a first center hole diameter when the hair band is in a rest 
position, and wherein the distance between the outer edge of 
the body and the center hole is less than a second center hole 
diameter when the hair band is in a stretched position. In some 
embodiments, the stretchable body is solid. In some embodi 
ments, the stretchable body is hollow and filled with one or 
more of agel Substance, a granular Solid, and a viscous liquid. 
In further embodiments, the body comprises a fabric surface. 
In some embodiments, the body comprises one or more of a 
decorative pattern, a graphic, and a decorative accessory. In 
Some embodiments, a width of the hair band is approximately 
/4 inch, the center hole diameter is approximately /8 inch in 
a rest position. In further embodiments, the body is infused 
with one or more of aloe, mineral oil, and a conditioning 
substance. In still further embodiments, the body comprises 
one or more of a sphere, a cube, and a tubular shape. In some 
embodiments, the body is infused with an aroma. In further 
embodiments, the body is infused with a bitterant. In some 
embodiments, the hair band is manufactured by one or more 
of an extrusion molding process and an injection molding 
process. In some embodiments, the body comprises one or 
more of a heart, insect, animal, flower, and other decorative 
shape. In further embodiments, the body comprises multiple 
designs. 
0007. In a further aspect, a method of utilizing a hair band 
with a body and a centerhole comprises moving the hair band 
from a first rest position with a first center hole diameter and 
a first distance between an outer edge and the center hole to a 
stretched position with a second center hole diameter and a 
second distance between the outer edge and the center hole, 
placing a portion of hair within the center hole, and releasing 
the hair band from the stretched position to a second rest 
position to securely hold the portion of hair, wherein when the 
hair band is in the second rest position, the center hole diam 
eter is greater than the first center hole diameter and the 
distance between an outer edge and the center hole is greater 
than the first distance between an outer edge and the center 
hole. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0008 FIG. 1 illustrates a stretchable hair band in a rest 
position in accordance with Some embodiments. 
0009 FIG. 2 illustrates a stretchable hair band in a 
stretched position in accordance with some embodiments. 
0010 FIG. 3 illustrates a hair band being utilized to 
securely hold a portion of hair in accordance with some 
embodiments. 

0011 FIG. 4 illustrates a method of utilizing a hair band in 
accordance with some embodiments. 
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0012 FIGS. 5A-5F illustrate a stretchable hair band in a 
rest position in accordance with some embodiments. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0013 Referring now to FIG. 1, a first embodiment of the 
hair band in a rest position is depicted therein. The hair band 
100 comprises a stretchable body 101 comprising an inner 
edge 103, an outer edge 105, a stretchable surface 107 
between the inner edge 103 and the outer edge 105, and a 
center hole 109 with a diameter 111. As shown in FIG. 1, 
when the hair band is at a rest position, the center hole diam 
eter 111 is less than the distance 113 between the inner edge 
103 and the outer edge 105. In some embodiments, the hair 
band 100 is able to be moved to a stretched position (FIG. 2), 
wherein the center hole diameter 111 is greater than the 
distance between the inner edge and the outer edge 113. 
0014. In some embodiments, the body of the hair band 101 

is solid. In some embodiments, the body 101 is hollow. In 
some of these embodiments, the body is filled with one or 
more of agel Substance, a granular solid, and a viscous liquid. 
In some embodiments, the body 101 comprises a fabric sur 
face. In further embodiments, the body 101 further comprises 
one or more of a decorative pattern, a graphic and a decorative 
accessory. In some embodiments, the body comprises a width 
of approximately 4 inch, the center hole comprises a diam 
eter of approximately /8 inch at a rest position. Alternatively, 
the body 101 is able to comprise any width as known in the art 
and the center hole 109 is able to comprise any diameter as 
known in the art when the hair band 100 is at a rest position. 
In some embodiments, the body is infused with one or more 
of aloe, mineral oil, and a conditioning Substance. Particu 
larly, the body 101 is able to be infused with any hair product 
as known in the art. In some embodiments, the body 101 is 
infused with an aroma. In some embodiments, the body 101 is 
infused with a bitterant so as not to be attractive to small 
children and mistaken for candy. As will be clear to someone 
skilled in the art, the body is able to be infused with one or 
more of a hair product, an aroma, and a bitterant. In some 
embodiments, the body 101 comprises one or more of a 
sphere, a cube, and a tubular shape. In some embodiments, the 
hair band 100 is manufactured by one or more of an extrusion 
molding process and an injection molding process. Alterna 
tively, the hair band 100 is manufactured by any method as is 
known in the art. 
0015 FIG. 2 illustrates a stretchable hair band in a 
stretched position in accordance with Some embodiments. 
The hair band 200 comprises a stretchable body 201 compris 
ing an inneredge 203, an outer edge 205, a stretchable surface 
207 between the inner edge 203 and the outer edge 205, and 
a center hole 209 with a diameter 211. As shown in FIG. 2, 
when the hair band 200 is in a stretched position the center 
hole diameter 211 is greater than the distance 213 between the 
inner edge 203 and the outer edge 205. In some embodiments, 
when the hair band 200 is in a stretched position the center 
hole diameter 211 is less than the distance between the inner 
edge and the outer edge 213. In some embodiments, when the 
hair band 200 is in a stretched position, the center hole diam 
eter 211 is equal to the distance between the inner edge 203 
and the outer edge 213. Particularly, as the hair band 200 is 
moved from a rest position to a stretched position, the dis 
tance 213 between the inner edge 203 and the outer edge 205 
decreases and the center hole diameter 211 increases. As will 
be clear to someone skilled in the art, the hair band is able to 
move from a rest position with a first center hole diameter to 
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a stretched position with a second center hole diameter and 
any intermediate position with an intermediate center hole 
diameter. 

0016 FIG. 3 illustrates a hair band being utilized to 
securely hold a portion of hair in accordance with some 
embodiments. As shown in FIG. 3, a user is able to utilize a 
hair band 301 to hold a portion of hair 315 in a desired 
configuration. The hair band 301 is able to be moved to a 
stretched position and utilized to hold hair in a variety of 
different styles and configurations. 
0017 FIG. 4 illustrates a method of utilizing a hair band in 
accordance with some embodiments. As shown in the step 
403, a user is able to move the hair band from a first rest 
position to a stretched position. In the first rest position, the 
hair band comprises a first center hole diameter and a first 
distance between an outer edge and the center hole and in the 
stretched position the hair band comprises a second center 
hole diameter and a second distance between the outer edge 
and the center hole. In the step 405, a portion of hair is placed 
within the centerhole. As is clear to someone skilled in theart, 
different portions of hair are able to be placed within the 
center hole depending on the desired configuration of the 
user. In the step 407, the hair band is released from the 
stretched position to a second rest position to securely hold 
the portion of hair. When the hair band is in the second rest 
position, the center hole diameter is greater than the first 
center hole diameter and the distance between an outer edge 
and the centerhole is greater than the first distance between an 
outer edge and the center hole. As will be clear to someone 
skilled in the art, the exact center hole diameter at the second 
rest position depends on the portion of hair held within the 
center hole. 

0018 FIGS.5A-5F illustrate a stretchable hair band 500 as 
described above in accordance with further embodiments. As 
shown in FIG. 5A, the stretchable body 501 of the hair band 
500 comprises a substantially round shape. In some embodi 
ments, as shown in FIGS. 5B-5E, the body 501 of the hair 
band 500 is able to comprise one or more of a heart, insect, 
and a flower. Alternatively, the body 501 is able to comprise 
any other decorative shape as known in the art. For example, 
in some embodiments the body 501 is able to comprise the 
shape of an animal. FIG. 5F illustrates the body 501 with 
designs on the cross section of the body 501. Particularly, the 
body 501 is able to comprise multiple designs on the middle 
as will be apparent to someone with ordinary skill in the art. 
Alternatively, as described above, the body 501 is able to 
further comprise a decorative accessory. 
0019. In operation, a user is able to move the hair band 
from a rest position to a stretched position in order to place a 
portion of hair within a center hole of the body. Then a user is 
able to release the hair band from the stretched position to a 
second rest position in order to securely hold the hair within 
a desired configuration. By doing so, the hair band has the 
advantage of providing an inexpensive and easy way for 
holding hair in place and for decorative purposes. Addition 
ally, a user is able to move the hair band to a stretched position 
and secure a portion of hair without wrapping or doubling 
over the body of the hair band. Accordingly, in contrast to the 
prior art, a user is able to quickly stretch the center hole of the 
hair band, place a portion of hair within the hole, and release 
the hair band from the stretched position until the portion of 
hair is securely held within the center hole. Thus, the hair 
band described herein has numerous advantages. 



US 2011/0253159 A1 

0020. The presently claimed invention has been described 
in terms of specific embodiments incorporating details to 
facilitate the understanding of the principles of construction 
and operation of the invention. Such reference herein to spe 
cific embodiments and details thereof is not intended to limit 
the scope of the claims appended hereto. It will be clear to 
someone skilled in the art that modifications area able to be 
made in the embodiment chosen for illustration without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. Specifi 
cally, it will be clear that the hair band is able to be manufac 
tured in a variety of sizes. Further, it will be clear to someone 
skilled in the art that the hair accessory is able to be con 
structed from a variety of materials and in a variety of con 
figurations while still being compatible with the invention. 
Accordingly, the device of the invention is able to be imple 
mented in several different ways and have several different 
appearances. 

We claim: 
1. A hair band with a stretchable body comprising: 
a. an inner edge; 
b. an outer edge; and 
c. a center hole, wherein a distance between the inner edge 

and the outer edge is greater than a center hole diameter 
at a rest position, and the distance between the inner 
edge and the outer edge decreases when the hair band is 
at a stretched position. 

2. The hair band of claim 1, wherein the stretchable body is 
solid. 

3. The hair band of claim 1, wherein the stretchable body is 
hollow and filled with one or more of a gel substance, a 
granular solid, and a viscous liquid. 

4. The hair band of claim 1, wherein the body comprises a 
fabric surface. 

5. The hair band of claim 1, wherein the body comprises 
one or more of a decorative pattern, a graphic, and a decora 
tive accessory. 

6. The hair band of claim 1, wherein a width of the body is 
approximately 4 inch, the center hole diameter is approxi 
mately /s inch in a rest position. 

7. The hair band of claim 1, wherein the body is infused 
with one or more of aloe, mineral oil, and a conditioning 
Substance. 

8. The hair band of claim 1, wherein the body comprises 
one or more of a sphere, a cube, and a tubular shape. 

9. The hair band of claim 1, wherein the body is infused 
with an aroma. 

10. The hair band of claim 1, wherein the body is infused 
with a bitterant. 

11. The hair band of claim 1, wherein the hair band is 
manufactured by one or more of an extrusion molding process 
and an injection molding process. 

12. The hair band of claim 1, wherein the body comprises 
one or more of a heart, insect, animal, flower, and other 
decorative shape. 

13. The hair band of claim 1, wherein the body comprises 
multiple designs. 
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14. A hair band comprising: 
a. a stretchable body; and 
b. a center hole, wherein a distance between an outer edge 

of the of the body and the center hole is greater than a 
first center hole diameter when the hair band is in a rest 
position, and wherein the distance between the outer 
edge of the body and the centerhole is less thana second 
center hole diameter when the hair band is in a stretched 
position. 

13. The hair band of claim 14, wherein the stretchable body 
is solid. 

14. The hair band of claim 14, wherein the stretchable body 
is hollow and filled with one or more of a gel substance, a 
granular solid, and a viscous liquid. 

15. The hair band of claim 14, wherein the body comprises 
a fabric surface. 

16. The hair band of claim 14, wherein the body comprises 
one or more of a decorative pattern, a graphic, and a decora 
tive accessory. 

17. The hair band of claim 14, wherein a width of the hair 
band is approximately 4 inch, the center hole diameter is 
approximately /8 inch in a rest position. 

18. The hair band of claim 14, wherein the body is infused 
with one or more of aloe, mineral oil, and a conditioning 
Substance. 

19. The hair band of claim 14, wherein the body comprises 
one or more of a sphere, a cube, and a tubular shape. 

20. The hair band of claim 14, wherein the body is infused 
with an aroma. 

21. The hair band of claim 14, wherein the body is infused 
with a bitterant. 

22. The hair band of claim 14, wherein the hair band is 
manufactured by one or more of an extrusion molding process 
and an injection molding process. 

23. The hair band of claim 14, wherein the body comprises 
one or more of a heart, insect, animal, flower, and other 
decorative shape. 

24. The hair band of claim 14, wherein the body comprises 
multiple designs. 

25. A method of utilizing a hair band with a body and a 
center hole comprising: 

a.moving the hair band from a first rest position with a first 
center hole diameter and a first distance between an 
outer edge and the center hole to a stretched position 
with a second centerhole diameter and a second distance 
between the outer edge and the center hole; 

b. placing a portion of hair within the center hole; and 
c. releasing the hair band from the stretched position to a 

second rest position to securely hold the portion of hair, 
wherein when the hair band is in the second rest position, 
the center hole diameter is greater than the first center 
hole diameter and the distance between an outer edge 
and the center hole is greater than the first distance 
between an outer edge and the center hole. 
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