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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Josepr POPENHAGEN,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Chicago, in the county of Cook and State
of Illinois, have invented a new and Im-
proved Letter-Slot Attachment, of which the
following is 2 full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion.

This invention relates to a new and im-
proved attachment for trunks, whereby the
owner may leave instructions with a servant
or other person to have his mail, as it comes
during his absence, inserted in a slot opening
in the trunk, so that it will be safe and se-
cure until his return.

This application is an improvement on
the invention disclosed in my application
Serial No. 527,394, filed November 11, 1909,
and has for its purpose the simplification of

‘the structure and the lessening of the cost of

manufacture.

An object of this invention is to provide
a device which will be simple in construction,
inexpensive t¢ manufacture, strong, durable,
and easily operated.

A further object of this invention is to
provide a trunk with an inner receptacle and
an outer face plate, all of which have alined
openings through which mail matter may be
inserted into the interior of the trunk, and
with a gunard plate adapted to project across
the path of the alined openings, so as to pro-
tect the contents of the trunk.

These and further objects, together with
the construction and combination of parts,
will be more fully described hereinafter and
particularly set forth in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings forming a part of this specifi-
cation, in which similar characters of refer-
ence indicate corresponding parts in all the
views, and in which—

Figure 1 is a fragmentary outside view in
perspective; Fig. 2 is a vertical section on
the line 3—3 of Fig. 1; and Fig. 3 is an en-
larged vertical section on the line 3—3 of
Fig. 1.

Referring more particularly to the sepa-
rate parts of the device, 1 indicates a recep-
tacle, preferably in the form of a trunk,
which may be closed by any suitable form
of cover 2, and is provided with an inner re-
ceptacle 3, which may be in the form of a
tray or drawer, supported in any well known
manner by the trunk proper. The tray 3 is
provided with a slot or opening 4, which

preferably diverges inwardly and extends in
alinement with a slot or opening 5 in the
trunk 1.

Extending in front of the slot 5, there is
provided a face plate 6, which also has a
letter slot opening 7 therein, extending in
alinement with the slots 4 and 5. The face
plate 6 may be secured in any well known
manner to the body of the trunk, as by
means of the fastening devices 8.

For the purpose of closing the slot open-
ing 5 and preventing the intrusion of matter
into the trunk or the loss of matter from the
trunk, there is provided a guard 9, slidingly

mounted in a cavity formed in the plate 6

and interposed between the plate and the
side of the trunk.

For the purpose of removing the guard 9
from its position projecting across the path
of the alined openings 4, 5 and 7, there is
provided a button 10 on the outside of the
plate 6, which has a lug 11 secured thereto
in any well known manner and extending
through a vertically-disposed slot 12 in the
plate 6. The lug 11 is slidingly mounted
on a rod 13, which is supported at its op-
posite end on a lug 14 projecting inwardly
from and secured to the face plate 6.

Interposed between the lugs 11 and 14,
there is provided a spring 15, which is
adapted to yieldingly hold the guard 9 in
its normal raised position, projected across
the path of the alined openings. The lugs
11 and 14 and the spring 15 are located in
a cavity 16 formed in the trunk 1 and cov-
ered by the face plate 6.

The use of my device will be readily un-
derstood when taken in connection with the
above description.

The owner of the trunk, on leaving for
a trip of greater or less extent, can leave in-
structions with a suitable person to deposit
all the mail which may come for him durin
his absence, in his trunk, so that there wil
be no danger of its being lost or tampered
with. The person so instructed merely has to
depress the button 10 when it is desired to
insert a piece of mail matter, as indicated
in Fig. 3, and thereby lower the guard 9 and
permit the insertion of the mail matter
through the alined letter slots 7, 5 and 4, so
that the letter will be dei)osited into the
tray 8. The guard 9 will automatically
close when the pressure is released on the
button 10, so as to prevent the intrusion of,
dust or other matter into the tray 3, and will
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further prevent the mail n the tray 3 from
falling out.

While I have shown one embodiment of
my invention, I do not wish to be lmited
to the specific details thereof, but desire to
be protected in various changes, modifica-
tions and alterations which 1 may make
within the scope of the appended claims.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent:—

1. The combination with a trunk, of a
receptacle in said trunk, said trunk and said
receptacle having alined openings, a face
plate secured to said trunk, having an open-
ing  extending in alinement with said first-
mentioned openings, a guard interposed be-
tween said plate and said trunk and adapt-
ed to be extended across the path of said
alined openings, a button slidingly mounted
on said plate, a lug on said button adapted
to manipulate said guard; and a spring en-
gaging said lug, for actuating said button.

2. The combination with a receptacle hav-

5 ing an opening therein, of a face plate on

said receptacle having an opening extend-
ing in alinement with said first-mentioned
opening, a lug on said plate, a rod supported
by said lug, a spring on said rod, a button
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slidingly mounted on said plate and having
a lug engaging said rod, and a guard se-
cured to said first-mentioned lug and adapt-
ed to be projected across the path of said
alined openings by means of said spring.

3. The combination with a receptacle
having a slot therein, of a face plate con-
nected to said receptacle and having a slot
extending in alinement with said first-men-
tioned slot, said receptacle having a cavity
therein, a button slidingly mounted on said
face plate and having a lug extending into
said cavity, said face plate having a lug ex-
tending into said cavity, a rod located in
said cavity and secured to said second-men-
tioned Iug and slidingly engaging said first-
mentioned lug, a spring interposed between
said lugs, and a guard slidingly mounted be-
tween said receptacle and said face plate and
engaging said first-mentioned lug, whereby
it is adapted to be actuated by said spring.

In testimony whereof T have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

JOSEPH POPENHAGEN.

Witnesses:
Fravrux J. Dewey,
Josepr F. Haas.
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