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7o all whom Tt may concermn:

Be it known that I, HERBERT STEWART
CAWTHORN, a subject of the Queen of Great
Britain, and a resident of New York, in the
county of New York and State of New York,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Buttonhole Attachments, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to deviees applicabie
to shirts and other garments, and has for its
object to provide an attachment which may
be instantaneously seeured to the garment
and will serve as a button-hole therefor.

The invention is primarily designed for
use upon shirts, the neek button - holes of
which not infrequently burst before the re-
mainder of the shirt is so far worn as to be
unserviceable, and as these are not readily re-
paired, the shirt is usually thrown away.
Such breakage moreover causes great incon-
venienee and discomfort if occurring while
the shirt is being worn, or where another is
not procurable.

By the use of my invention, which consists
in the novel inventive construction and ar-
rangement of parts hereinafter fully de-
seribed, a simple, cheap and readily operated
means is provided whereby an indestructible
and rigid buttorhole may at once be secured
to the shirt upon and in the stead of the
broken one, and by means of which, further-
more, a shirt having a neck-band of too great
or too slight eircumference may, by the mere
applieation and adjustment of one or more of
the attachments, be caused to fit the neck of
the wearer with the desired degres of tight-
1ess.

In the accompanying drawings: Figure 1 is
a perspective view, taken from the rear, of a
shirt having attached thereto a device em-
bodying my invention. Fig. 2 is a perspec-
tive view of the device detached and opened.
Fig. 3 is a section of the same taken upon the
line z—ax Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a similar view fo
Fig. 1, of a shirt having one of the devices se-
cured upon each end of the neck-band there-
of, the size of the said band having been in-
creased by placing one of the devices upon
the extreme edge thereof to project beyond
the same appreciably. Fig. 5 isaperspective

view of a modified form, opened.
In the practice of my invention, I construct

a plate A of any desired shape, preferably of
sufficient length to more than cover a shirb
band vertically. Upon the under surface of
this plate, I form spurs or teeth a, which may
be most advantageously produced by punch-
ing the plate in its upper face. Iinged to
this plate A at the top, by the hinge b,or any
other suitable means, is a plate B, econform-
ing in shape to the first, thoughsach of course
is not essential. This plate B has formed
upon the free end therenf a spring lug or
clasp ¢, with which the end of the outer plate
A engages when pressed downwardly. The
said lug serves to maintain the two plates se-
curely together when in position upon the
garment, thereby causing the teeth or spurs
o to bear against the plate B, and grip the
material intervening the same. Any other
approved form of fastening may be employed,
such as that shown in Fig. 5, wherein there is
provided a laterally turned hook d upon the
inner plate B,and a pin eupon theouter plate
A, adapted to engage with, and rest beneath,
the hook.

Projecting at right angles from the outer
plate A is a strip or flange C preferably
formed integrally with the said plate and hav-
ing its junction therewith below the hingea.
Approximately at the end of the flange C is
an aperture (', circular, elliptical or other-
wise shaped, and of such size as to receive
therein a collar or other button according to
the use for which the particalar form of the
device constructed is intended. While I
have shown this button-hole flange C as at-
tached to the outer plate A, the same, as well
as the spurs or teeth @, might instead be
formed upon the inner plate B, it being per-
spicuous, however, that as the inner plate
bears against the neck of the wearer, perfec-
tion is approached by rendering the latter as
small and as smooth surfaced as possible.

In Fig. 5 1 have illustrated a modification
in which the-plates A and B are of somewhat
narrower form. The catch is slightly varied
as before described, and the button-hole or
aperture C’ is formed by securing to the plate
A, in place of the flange C, a wire loop D, the
two sides of which are pressed or clinched to-
gether approximately midway of its ends to
prevent too considerable lateral movement
of the button therein.
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" The opéeration of myimproved attachment
will be readily understood from the foregoing
“deseription taken in connection with the ac-

companying drawings. - Should either of the

button-holes in the neck-baund of a shirt or
other garment burst, the ‘device is immedi-
ately secured to the said band by placing the
game thereon, with the inner plate B beneath,
-and the outer plate A above, the said band,
‘at such distance from the end thereof as to
leave the aperture C’ in alignment with the

* former button-hole, ~The fabric of the shirt

: ‘.

below the band is then pierced to permitthe

" lug-c¢ to pass therethrough, and the outer

‘plate is pressed -against the inner plate till
the two are locked togethér by thesaid lug.
This piereing of the shirt is not, however,

*_obligatory, it being possible, unless the fabric

20

“is exceptionally coarse or heavy, to clamp the:

plates together with: the ¢loth intervening

_their junction. The device being thusaffixed

" ag

to the band; the usual button or stud may be:

passed through the aperture C’, as throughan

~ ordinary button-hole, inthestead of which the

attachment will serve, and perfectly perform
its functions; and should both button-holes
of the shirt be destroyed; a ‘duplicate of the

" device before described is secured to the sec-
“ond button:hole, the lange of such-eounter-
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partattachment, however, projecting from the
plate in & direction therefrom opposite that
of its fellow deviee; in order that when: ap-
plied toa shirt, the flanges thereof will range
inwardlyor toward each other and both aper-
“tures O align. - In practice, when the inven-

" tion is constructed for-use upon shirts, the

devices are manufactured and sold-in pairs,

in each of ‘which one of the flanges points to

the right and the other to the left.

A peculiar and novel advantage of my in-
vention is that should one be in possession of
a shirt the neck-band of which is of too large
or too small size, as often is the case with a
garment borrowed temporarily in the absence
of one’s own, the same may be caused to fit

531,776

the neck of the wearer as neatly as would the

‘proper sized garment, by adjusting the posi-
tion of the attachment farther toward-oraway-

from the end of the band, asthe case may re-
quire.  This feature is illustrated in Fig. 4,

50

wherein the shirt band has been enlarged
by extending the flange C-of one of the at- -

tachments beyond ‘the position of the origi-

-nal butfon-hole. -

1 do not-confine myself to the exact forma-

set forth,asthe same maybechanged or varied

in many particulars,as cirecumstances require

or render desirable. : , S
_Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I elaim as new, and: desire to secure by

~Letters Patent, is—

: 55
‘tion of partsand detailsof construetion herein - -
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1. A Dbuttonhole attachment for fabrics,
comprising a base plate having afriction sur-

face and a lateral extension provided withan

-aperture in its end, and a second  plate de-

pending from the first plate and adapted to
clamp a fabric thereagainst, said depending
plate having a locking lugto engage the first
plate. e B L
2. An adjustable button hole attachment
for fabrics comprising a base-plate having a

frietion surface; and a- lateral narrowed. ex-
tension provided with an aperture formedto-

receive the head of a button and retain the
shank thereof ‘against lateral movement, a
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second plate pivoted to the first plate and

adapted to clamp the fabric thereagainstand

alocking lug on the pivoted plate; adapted.
to be passed through. the fabric, in engage-

ment with the first plate, substantiallyas de-
seribed.
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-In testimony that I claim the foregoing as -

my invention I have signed my namse,in pres-
ence of two witnesses, this 26th day of June,
1894.
HERBERT STEWART CAWTHORN,
- Witnesses:
Percy T. GRIFFITH,
L. KAUFMAN,
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