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LADYS UNDERGARMENT 

Benjamin Laskin, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Application October 3, 1939, Serial No. 29,730 

(C. 2-224) 5 Claims. 

This invention relates to women's undergar 
ments intended to function as painties. Under 
garnents for this purpose now in general use 
are of two types. In the first of these types the 
undergarment consists of a tubular body por 
tion which terminates in two tubular legs. In 
the Second of these types the undergarment is 
in the form of a loin cloth. 
Roth types are objectionable because they 

cannot conveniently be worn with a corset or 
girdle. This is primarily because the painty must 
be Worn under the corset or girdle in order to 
obtain a smooth fit in the dress. With the panty 
in this position the girdle or corset must be re 
moved when the Wearer finds it necessary to go 
to the lavatory. 
The loin cloth type of panty is further objec 

tionable because it does not prevent chafing. . 
Certain modifications of the tubular body por 

tion and leg type are further objectionable be 
CauSe the Seans run along the inside of the legs 
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and irritate the legs of the wearer at that point, . 
particularly if the Wearer is inclined to chafe 
between the legs. 

It is one of the objects of this invention to 
produce an undergarment intended to function 
as a painty Which will be free from the objection 
able features hereinabove set forth; 

Ainother object of this invention is to use only 
tWo pieces of cloth in producing an undergar 
ment which will function as a panty, which can 
be worn with a girdie, and which will prevent 
chafing. 
Another object of this invention is to reduce 

the number of sewing operations necessary to 
join together the cloth components of an under 
garment which will function as a painty, which 
can be worn with a girdle, and which will pre 
vent chafing. - 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

a new method for producing an undergarment 
intended to function as a panty. 

For the purpose of illustrating my invention, 
I have shown in the drawings which form a part 
hereof, and will now describe the novel garment 
and the steps of the novel method followed in 
producing the same. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the novel gar 
ment. (Note: The "right' and “left' elements 
Specified in the drawings and specification are 
to be understood as being taken from the view 
point of the wearer of the garment, and not from 
the viewpoint of the observer.) 

Figure 2 is a section taken on the line 2-2 of 
Figure 1. 
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Figure 3 is a front view of a torso clad in the 
novel garment. (The garment is shown on a 
Smaller scale than in Figures 1 and 2.) 

Figure 4 is a rear view of said torso clad in Said 
garment. (The Scale in Figure 4 is the same as 
that shown in Figure 3.) 

Figure 5 is a plan view, drawn to a smaller 
Scale than that used in making Figures 1 and 2, 
Of one of the two identical pieces which together 
form the body portion of the novel garment. 

Figure 6 is a plan view, drawn to the same 
Scale as Figure 5, of One of the two identical 
pieces which serve as reinforcing members in the 
Crotch and a portion of the legs of the novel 
garment. These pieces may be omitted, if de 
sired. 

Figure 7 is a plan view drawn to the same scale 
as Figure 5, showing the two body pieces and the 
two reinforcing pieces in position for the first 
stitching operation in sewing together the gar 
ment pieces when reinforcing members are used. 
The ends of SOne of the pieces have been curled 
back. 

Figure 8 is a Section on the line 8-3 of Fig 
LEre 7. 

Figure 9 is a section on the line 9-9 of Fig 
ure 7. 

Figure 10 is a plan view drawn to the same 
scale as Figure 5, showing the two body pieces 
and the two reinforcing pieces after the first 

rated at certain points and curled back at others. 
Figure 11 is a section taken along the line 
- of Figure 10. - 
Figure 12 is a section taken along the line 

f2-2 of Figure 10. 
Figure i3 is a plan view, drawn to the same 

scale as Figure 5, showing the garment almost at 
the end of the operation of Stitching down the 
reinforcing pieces. A corner of One of the re 
inforcing pieces has not as yet been stitched 
down and is curled back. 

Figure 14 is a section on the line A-4 of 
Figure 13. 
Figure 15 is a section on the line 5-5 of 

Figure 13. 
Figure 16 is a plan view, drawn to the same 

scale as Figure 5, of the completed garment 
With the belt and the major portion of the belt 
attaching Straps entirely broken away and with 
the leg straps broken away intermediate their 
ends. The tape has been broken away at one 
point to show otherwise hidden parts. 

Figure 17 is a section taken on the line T-7 
55 of Figure 16. 
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Figure 18 is a section taken on the line 8-8 

of Figure 16. 
Referring more particularly to the drawings, 

wherein similar reference numerals denote sim 
ilar parts, reference numeral designates the 
novel garment as a unit. The garment ccn 
Sists of a bifurcated body member 2 open at 
the sides for the entire length thereof, a waist 
encircling belt 3, straps 4 and 4a which connect 
the corners 2 and 2 a respectively of the front 
Wall 2 of the body member 2 with the waist 
encircling belt 3, straps 5 and 5a, which connect 
the corners 22 and 22a respectively of the rear 
Wall 3 of the body member 2 with the Waist 
encircling belt 3, and the leg attaching straps 
6 and 7. 
The bifurcated body member 2 comprises the 

Spaced apart Walls 2 and 3 which merge into 
the crotch 4 and combine to form the right leg 
member 5 and the left leg member 6 below 
said Crotch 4. The wall 2 is the front wall of 
the body member 2 and the wall 3 constitutes 
the rear wall of the body member 2. The right 
edge 38 of the front wall 2 defines the right edge 
of the front of the garment body member 2. The 
right edge 40 of the rear wall 2 is substantially 
parallel to and spaced from the edge 33 and de 
fines the right edge of the rear of the garment 
body member 2. The left edge 38a of the front 
Wall 2 defines the left edge of the front of the 
garment body member 2. And the left edge 43a. 
of the rear wall 3 is substantially parallel to 
and Spaced from the edge 38a and defines the left 
edge of the rear of the garment element 2. The 
leg members 5 and 6 each consists of a single 
piece of material. There are no between the leg 
Vertical seams in either of the leg members 5 or 
6. The Crotch portion 4 and a portion of the 

inner wall of the leg members 5 and 6 are re 
inforced by the reinforcing pieces 3 and 8a. 
These reinforcing pieces, although desirable, are 
not necessary. They may therefore be omitted 
if desired. The body member 2 may be made of 
any suitable material. In the present com 
mercial embodiment of my invention the body 
member 2 is made of knit cloth. 
The body member 2 does not completely en 

circle the body of the Wearer. Instead, it merely 
covers a portion of the wearer's front and back 
immediately above the crotch and about half of 
the Surface of the wearer's legs for a short dis 
tance below the crotch. I have found that this 
COverage is enough to give the wearer the neces 
Sary protection and comfort in all activities de 
manding freedom of movement and that it will 
prevent between the leg chafing. 
The belt 3, the straps 4, 4a, 5, 5a, 6 and T are 

made of elastic material. (In the present com 
mercial embodiment of my garment, the elastic 
material used is "Lastex...') The strap 4 is fixedly 
attached at its upper end to the belt 3 at the 
point 9 and at its lower end to the right hand 
Corner 2 of the front wall f2. (Note: Unless 
otherwise Specified, the attaching means is stitch 
ing.) The strap 4a is attached at its upper end 
to the belt 3 at the point 9a and at its lower 
end to the left hand corner 2 fa of the front wall 
f2. The strap 5 is attached at its upper end to 
the belt 3 at the point 20 and at its lower end 
to the right hand corner 22 of the rear wall 3. 
The strap 5a is fixedly attached at its upper end 
to the belt 3 at the point 20, and at its lower 
end to the left hand corner 22a of the rear wall 
3. The leg attaching strap 6 is fixedly attached 
at One of its ends to the corner 23 of the right 
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2,293,346 
leg 5 and at its other end to the corner 24 of 
said leg 5. The leg attaching strap is split 
into the two pieces 8 and 9. The piece 3 is bent 
upon itself to form a loop the free ends of which 
are fixedly attached to the corner 25 of the left 
leg f 6. The piece 9 is attached at Cne of its ends 
to the corner 26 of the leg 6 and has attached 
thereto at the free end E2 thereof the male fas 
tener element 5. The prong of the fastener 
element 9 is received within the bight 2 of the 
looped piece 8. (The split leg attaching strap 7 
in combination with the open side construction 
of the garment enables the Wearer of the gar 
ment to go to the lavatory without removing 
either the garnent or the corset or girdle.) 

I make the novel garnent by the following 
novel method: 

I first cut two identical body pieces 7 and lia, 
each in the shape shown in Figure 5. In the 
event that reinforcing pieces are used, I also cut 
two identical reinforcing pieces 8 and 8a, each 
in the shape ShoWn in Figure 6. 

ASSunning that the garment is to be made with 
reinforcing pieces, I now place the pieces upon 
each other in the position shown in Figure 
where the body piece a rests upon the body 
piece , the reinforcing piece 8a rests upon the 
body piece fia, and the reinforcing piece 3 rests 
upon the reinforcing piece 8d. i now attach 
together the pieces , d, 3d and 8 by a line 
of Stitching 28 which, as shown in Figure 6, runs 
along the Substantially semicircular edge 39 of 
the body piece i7, 33a of the body piece ia, 29a 
of the reinforcing piece Sct, and 29 of the rein 
forcing piece 8. (This line of stitching 28 de 
fines the median line of the completed garment. 
AS is clear from Figures 2, 13 and 16, the line of 
Stitching 28 is seen on the inner face of the com 
pleted garment with the exception of the dis 
tance where it is covered by the reinforcing piece 
8. On the outer face of the completed garment, 
the line of Stitching 23 defines the raedian line 
3.) 
I now turn the garnent pieces , a, and the 

reinforcing pieces 8 and 8a, about the line of 
Stitching 28 as an axis and cause thern to assume 
their respective positions shown in Figure 13. 
(It is to be noted that in this position the face 32 
of the piece 8 contacts the face 43 of the body 
piece . It is further to be noted that, the edge 
37 of the body piece and the edge 3a of the 
body piece a now form 2, continuous substan 
tially straight line which becomes the upper edge 
of the front wall of the garment. Similarly, the 
edge 4 of the body piece and the edge 4 a. 
of the body piece a form a substantially 
straight line which becomes the upper edge of 
the rear wall of the garnent.) 
The edges 33 and 34 of the reinforcing piece 

f8 are then attached to the body piece by the 
lines of stitching 35. Similarly, the edges 33a 
and 34a of the reinforcing piece 3d are attached 
to the body piece a by the lines of stitching 
35a. (The appearance of the garment towards 
the end of this operation is shown in Figure 13. 
The Stitching operation is not shown as com 
pleted in order to permit a corner of the rein 
forcing pieces to be curled back.) 
Thereafter, the dart 36 is formed by bringing 

the point 48 up to the point 4 and stitching the 
line of stitches 49 along the fold line which is 
formed in the manner Well known in the art, 
The dart 36a is similarly formed by bringing the 
point a up to the point 43 and stitching the 
line of Stitches 43d, along the fold line which is 
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formed in the manner well known in the art. (It 
is to be noted that before the dart 36 is formed 
that edge of the piece 7 in which the notches 
47 and 48 are formed is not a straight line. In 
Stead, it is a bent line formed by the edges 45 
and 46. After the dart 36 is formed, the edges 
45 and 46 merge to form the substantially 
straight edge 40 in the finished garment. The 
edge 4.0a is a Substantially straight line formed 
by the merger of the edges 45a and 46a after the 
dart 36a is formed. The darts 36 and 36a mere 
ly cause the garment to fit more Snugly. They 
may be omitted, particularly if a. somewhat loos 
er fit is desired. In the event that the darts are 
Omitted, then a straight edge exactly the same 
as the edge 38 is substituted for the edges 45 and 
46, and a straight edge exactly the same as the 
edge 38a is substituted for the edges 45a and 
46a). 

Thereafter, the edges 37a, 37, 38, 39, 40, 4t, 
4a, 40a, 39a and 38a are reinforced and finished 
off by attaching thereto the tape 42 by the lines 
of Stitching 43. In the act of attaching the tape 
42, the operator also attaches the lower end of 
the strap 4 to the corner 2, one of the ends of 
the strap 6 to the corner 23, the other of the ends 
of the strap 6 to the corner 24, the lower end 
of the strap 5 to the corner 22, the lower end 
of the strap 5a to the corner .22a, the fixed end 
of the strap 9 to the corner 26, the fixei end of 
the strap 8 to the corner 25, and the lower end 
of the strap 4a, to the corner 2 a. The upper 
end of the strap 4 is then attached to the bolt, 
3 at the point 9, that of the strap 4a is attached 
to the belt 3 at the point 9a, that of the strap 
5a is attached to the belt 3 at the point, .25d., and 
that of the Strap 5 is attached to the bet 3 at the 
point 20, thus completing the garnent. (If de 
sired, the aforesaid upper ends of the straps 4, 
40, 5d and 5 may be attached to the belt 3 be 
fore the respective lower ends of these straps are 
attached to the corners 2, 2a, 22a, and 22.) 
As is evident from an examination of Figure 

16, the finished garment when spread fiat is in 
the form of an octagon having straps attached 
to each of the corners thereof. The edges 37 
and 37 a combine to form one of the eight sides 
of Said octagon, the edge 38 forms a second of 
the eight sides of said octagon, the edge 39 forms 
a third of said sides, the edge 4 forms the fourth 
of said sides, the edges 4 and 4f a combine to 
form the fifth of Said Sides, the edge 4 a forms 
the sixth of said sides, the edge 39a forms the 
seventh of said sides, and the edge 38a, forms 
the eighth of Said sides. 
and held in the wearing position shown in Fig 
ures 1, 2, and 4 the elements shown in Figure 16 
will assume the positions and shape shown in 
Figures 1 to 4 where the edges 37 and 3a of the 
body pieces 7 and a have become the upper 
edge of the front of the garment body member 
2, where the edges 4 and 4a of the body pieces 

and a have become the upper edge of the 
rear of the garment body member 2, where the 
edge 38 of the body piece has become the 
right edge of the front of the garment, body 
member 2, where the edge 39 of said body piece 

has become the lower edge of the right leg 25 
of the body member 2, where the edge A. Of Said 
body piece has become the right edge of the 
rear of the gament body member 2, where the 
edge Act of the body piece a has become the 
left edge of the rear of the garment body men 
ber 2, where the edge 39a of the body piece Ta. 
has become the lower edge of the left leg 6 of 

When the belt, 3 is lifted a 
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the body member 2, where the edge 38a of the 
body piece a has become the left edge of the 
front of the body member 2, where the middle 
portion of the line of Stitching 28 has become 
the center of the crotch 4, where the right leg 
member has been formed by that portion of 
the body piece f7 which is below the crotch line 
4, and where the left leg member has been 
formed by that portion of the body piece 7 a. 
Which is below Said crotch line 4. 
As is shown by the dot and dash lines ab and 

bC in Figure 5, each of the two identical garment 
body pieces 7 and a may be considered as 
being Substantially in the form of a pentagon 
Which has a substantially semicircular cut-out 
formed therein in the upper part thereof for a 
distance intern ediate the Outer ends of the two 
upper sides. (For the purpose of this assump 
tion, the edge 39a is considered as the base of the 
pentagon formed by the garment piece a, the. 
edge 38a as one of the sides of said pentagon, 
the edges 45a and 46a as forming a bent line 
which constitutes the other of the sides of the 
pentagon, and the edges 37a and 4ta as the two 
top sides of the pentagon intermediate the ends 
50a and 5d of which has been formed the Semi 
circular cutout represented by the edge 30a. 
Similarly, the edge 39 is considered as the base 
of the pentagon formed by the garment piece T, 
the edge 38 as one of the sides of said pentagon, 
the edges 45 and 46 as forming a bent line which 
constitutes the other of the sides of the pentagon, 
and the edges 37 and 41 as the two top sides of 
Said pentagon intermediate the ends 5 and 5 
of which has been formed the Semicircular cut 
out bounded by the edge 30.) 

Definition.--The term “substantially semicir 
'. Cular cutout,' as used in the specification and 
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claims, is to be understood as referring to the 
cutout in the body pieces T and Ta defined by 
the lines 30 and 30a or the equivalent of such a 
Cutout. 
As is evident by considering Figure 6 as mod 

ified by the dot and dash line die, each of the 
two identical reinforcing pieces 8 and 8a may 
be considered as being substantially in the form 
of a trapezoid having a concave upper edge in 
stead of a straight upper edge. 
The foregoing description is to be understood 

as being for the purpose of illustration only and 
not limitation since many changes may be made 
in the structure herein shown without depart 
ing from the spirit of my invention. It is there 
fore my desire that the claims which are here 
unto appended for the purpose of describing my 
invention be limited only by the prior art. 

Having described my invention, what I claim 
as new and useful is: 

1. The method of forming an undergarment 
which consists of the steps of cutting two blanks 
each Substantially pentagonal in shape and each 
having a semicircular cutout formed therein in 
termediate the outer ends of two successive sides; 
positioning one of said blanks upon the other 
So that the Substantially Semicircular edge of one 
of said blanks coincides with the substantially 
semicircular edge of the other of said blanks; 
joining said blanks together along said substan 
tially semicircular bounding edges; reversely 
turning said attached blanks along said line of 
jointure to form an octagonal element; and at 
taching a waist encircling belt and leg attaching 
straps to said octagonal element. 

2. The method of forming an undergarment 
which consists in cutting two substantially pen 



4. 
tagonal blanks each having a Substantially Semi 
circular cutout formed therein intermediate the 
outer ends of two Successive sides; then posi 
tioning one of said blanks upon the other so that 
the Substantially Semicircular edge of one of Said 
blanks coincides with the Substantially semicir 
cular edge of the other of Said blanks; then join 
ing Said blanks together along Said Substantial 
ly Senicircular edges; then reversely turning said 
attached banks about said line of jointure as an 
axis to form an Gctagonal element. Wherein Said 
line of jointure is substantially at right angles 
to and substantially bisects one pair of the four 
pairs of parallel sides of Said octagonal element 
and wherein Said line of jointure is between and 
parallel to that pair of parallel sides of Said 
octagonal element which is at right angles to 
the first of Said pairs; th2n attaching belt attach 
ing straps to the corners of Said octagon at the 
ends of Said sides which are periendicular to Said 
line of jointure and leg atta, Ching Strap S to the 
corners of said octagon at the ends of Said Sides 
Which are parallie to said line of jointure. 

3. The method of forining an undergarment 
which consists of the Steps of cutting two sub 
stantially pentagonal blanks each having a sub 
Stantially Semicircular citCut forined therein in 
termediate the outer ends of two Successive sides; 
positioning one of said blanks upon the other SO 
that the Substantially Senicircular edge of One 
of Said blanks coincides with the Substantially 
Semicircular edge of the other of said blanks; 
cutting two Substantially trapezoidal blanks each 
With a concave upper edge; positioning each. Of 
said trapezoidal blanks upon said pentagonal : 
blanks So that Said concave edge of each of Said 
trapezoidal blanks fall along Said registering 
Semicircular edges Gf said pentagonal blanks and 
the base of each of said trapezoidal blanks falls 
along the registering bases of Said pentagonal 
blanks; joining said pentagonal and trapezoidal 
blanks together along said registering Semicir 
cular and concave edges; reversely turning said 
attached blanks about said line of jointure as 
an axis to form an octagonal element wherein 
said line of jointure is Substantially at right 
angles to and substantially bisects one pair of 
the for pairs of parallel sides of said octagonal 
element and wherein said line of jointure is be 
tween and parallel to that pair of parallel sides 
of said octagonal element which is at right angles 
to the first of Said pairs and wherein each of 
said trapezoidal blanks overlies a portion of said 
pentagonal blanks from said line of jointure to 
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that Side of said octagon which is parallel to said 
line of jointure; and attaching belt attaching 
Straps to the Corners of said octagon at the ends 
of Said SideS which are perpendicular to said line 
of jointure and leg attaching straps to the cor 
ners of Said octagon at the ends of said sides 
Which are parallel to said line of jointure. 

4. In an undergarment having a waist encir 
cling belt, a body member open at each of its 
sides for the entire length thereof and compris 
ing two Spaced apart Walls merging into a crotch 
and Combining to form two open sided leg mem 
bers below said crotch, said body member com 
prising two pieces of cloth each of which is sub 
Stantially pentagonal in shape and each of which 
has a Substantially Semicircular cutout formed 
therein intermediate the outer ends of two suc 
cessive sides, joined together along the bounding 
edge of Said Semicircular cutout; four belt at 
taching straps each attached at its upper end to 
Said waist encircling belt and at its lower end to 
an upper edge of one of Said bounding walls; a 
leg attaching strap attached to the corners of 
each of Said leg members; and cooperating means 
Carried by at least one of Said leg attaching straps 
for detachably attaching said leg attaching strap. 

5. In an undergarment having a waist encir 
Cling belt, a body member open at each of its 
Sides for the entire length thereof and compris 
iing two spaced apart walls merging into a crotch 
and combining to form two open sided leg mem 
bers below said Crotch, said body member being 
formed from two pieces of cloth each of which 
is Sustantially pentagonal in shape and each of 
Which has a substantially semicircular cutout 
formed therein intermediate the outer ends of 
tWO successive sides, joined together along the 
bounding edge of said semicircular cutout; re 
inforcing pieces positioned in said body member 
and extending from said crotch downwardly into 
each of Said leg members; four belt attaching 
Straps each attached at its upper end to said 
Waist encircling belt and at its lower end to one 
of the upper corners of said bounding walls; a 
Continuous leg attaching strap fixedly attached 
at each of its ends to the corners of one of said 
leg members; a leg attaching strap formed of 
two elements fixedly attached to the corners of 
the Second of said leg members at one of the 
ends of each of said elements; and cooperating 
attaching means carried by the free end of each 
of said two elements for detachably attaching 
said two elements. 

BENJAMN ASKIN. 

  


