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(57) Abstract: An autonomous vehicle provided with: a sensor (contact/lift sensor) which produces an output proportional
to displacement between a chassis and a cover; and a control unit which receives the output of the sensor. The control unit
is configured to: determine whether or not the amount of change in the output of the sensor per specified time period is at
least equal to a threshold value (S14); accumulate the time during which the amount of change is determined to be at least
equal to the threshold value (S16); and compare the accumulated time with predetermined times (first predetermined time,
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second predetermined time), and determine whether the vehicle has come into contact with an obstacle or whether the cover
has been lifted from the chassis, on the basis of the result of the comparison with the predetermined times (S22 to S30).
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