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To all, whon, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, PETER JOSEPH KELLY, 

of New York city, in the county and State of 
New York, have invented a new and Improved 
Christmas-Tree Holder, of which the follow 
ing is a full, clear, and exact description. 
My invention relates to an improvement in 

devices intended particularly for holding 
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bases of Christmas trees, and in general for 
holding the bases of staffs of any kind. 
Reference is to be had to the accompanying 

drawings, forming a part of this specification, 
in which similar characters of reference indi 
cate corresponding parts in all the figures. 

Figure 1 is an elevation of my device, show 
ing the base of such a staff in position. Fig. 
2 is a perspective view of my device folded 
in position in condition to be laid away, and 
Fig. 3 is a top plan view of the device as 
shown in Fig. 1. 
My device consists, essentially, of three legs, 

which are preferably made of metal and are 
strung or pivoted upon a metal ring which is 
substantially circular in outline. The inner 
ends of the legs are made of considerable 
width and are concaved, having points at 
each end thereof adapted to engage the sur 
face of the staff. The base of the staff being 
inserted between the upper points will drop 
down to engagement with the lower portion 
of the ends of the legs, and its weight will 
then cause the upper points to be forced into 
the material of the staff, thus holding itse 
curely. The legs A, as shown in the draw 
ings, are formed of metal and of ornamental design. 
The upper ends B of the legs are made of 

considerable width and are concave in out 
line. The upper point D of each end B is 
made so as to engage the surface of the staff 
and be forced into the same so as to securely 
hold it. . Close to the edge of the concaved 
upper end of each leg are formed holes E, 
which receive a connecting-ring F, made of 
round iron and of substantially circular form 
and passing through the holes Enear the edge 
of the cancave end B. At one point if the 
iron forming the ring F is straight. This is 
the point to which the legs A are all brought 
when it is desired to fold the device for lay 
ing it aside. The ring being straight at this 
point will permit the legs Ato all be brought 

close together, lying side by side, in which 
position they will occupy less space than they 
would were the ring circular in outline at all 
points. Were the ring thus circular in out 
line the legs. A would diverge from each 
other and they would occupy more space than 
with the construction described. The base 
G of a staff is shown in position in Figs. I 
and 3. This base may be the base of a Christ 
mas tree or a staff which is used for any pur 
pose. The base is inserted between the up 
per points D of the legs and allowed to drop 
until it comes in contact with the lower ends 
C of the concave upper edge. The Weight 
of the staff pressing upon the lower portion 
of the end B will force the lower ends of the 
legs apart and the upper points D toward 
the center, thus engaging said points securely. 
with the sides of the staff. The concave edge 
of the end B is brought to a sharp edge, SO 
that it will also engage the corners of the 
lower end of the staff. The heavier the ob 
ject supported by my device the firmer it will 
be held. The number of legs used should 
be not less than three, but may be more, if 
desired. Three, it is thought, will be all that 
will ever be needed or desired. 

It is evident that the same holder may be 
used for trees or staffs varying considerably 
in size, the smaller staff spreading the feet of 
the legs a little more than a larger one, but 
being held as securely. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. A holder for Christmas trees and similar 
articles, comprising three or more legs pivoted 
near their upper ends to a retaining-ring, 
and adapted by their upper ends to engage 
and clamp the body of the article, substan 
tially as described. 

2. A holder for Christmas trees and similar 
articles, comprising three or more legs hav 
ing holes therethrough in their upper ends, 
and a retaining-ring passing through said 
holes, substantially as described. 

3. A holder for Christmas trees and similar 
articles, comprising three or more legs hav 
ing holes therethrough in their upper ends, 
and a retaining-ring passing through the said 
holes and having a straight section upon one 
side thereof, substantially as described. 
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4. A holder for Christmas trees and similar 
articles, comprising three or more legs hav 
ing broad upper ends of a concave outline, 
with points vertically disposed, and a com 
mon pivot-ring passing through each leg near 
the middle of said concave upper edge, sub 
stantially as described. 

5. A holder for Christmas trees and similar 
articles, comprising three or more legs hav 

Io ing broad upper ends of a concave outline, 

with points vertically disposed, and a com 
mon pivot-ring passing through each leg near 
the middle of said concave upper edge, said 
ring having a straight section upon one side, 
substantially as described. 

PETER JOSEPH KELLY. 
Witnesses: 

II. L. REYNOLIDS, 
JAMES M. HENLEY. 

  


