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CAMPRBELL A. YOUNG AND. SAMUEL D. ZOOK OF ‘CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, ASSIG—NORS TO ar
AMERICAN WIRE FENCE COMPANY, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, A CORPORATION OF

ILLINOIS

- Application filed J’anuary 27, 1930." ’ Senal No. 423,733. '

- This invention relates to road guards of

, the shock-absorbing type wherein a wire net
fence is mounted alon0s1de of a highway to
prevent vehicles from 1eav1n<r the road.

. The pmnclpal objection to  road guards of
the net type heretofore in use has Been that
the hubs of vehicles contacting therewith fre-
quently were caught in the interstices of the
net with the result that the net was torn and
the vehicle often damaged.

The main objects of this invention are to
provide a road ience of the net type having

an improved form of shield on the road side

thereof for shielding that zone of the fence
which is posmlopel at the average level of
vehicle hubs; to provide 1n1proved adjustable
means for secunno the shield to the fence;

and to provide a shield of this kind which ‘

- will nof appreciably affect the flexibility or
extensibility of the wire net.

An illustrative embodiment of this inven-
tion is shown in the accompanying drawings,
wherein :—

Tigure 1is a fragmentary side elevation of
5 an improved road guard; the post sockets
being shown in section.

Fw 2 is an enlarged side elevation of a
portmn of the guard

Fig. 3 is an enlarged vertical section, taken

s¢ on the line 8—38 of Flo' 1.

Fig. 4 is a vertical section ‘mken on the
line 4—4 of Figure 2.

Fig. 5 is a perspectlve of a part of the
fastemng means for securing the shield to the

5 netting.

FIO‘ 6 is a fragmentary pe1spect1ve of the
shield.

In the form shown, the invention is ap-
plied to a road guard comp ising a wire net
1, mounted on a plurality of uprloht posts
2 which are supported in sockets 3 along-
side the highway.

The net 1 is secured to the posts by staples
4 or other suitable fasteners and its' lower
5 edge may be spaced about ten inches from
the ground. It is preferably of the chain-
link type so as to be extensible under-impact.

Extending along the lower edge of the net
on the hlohway side thereof, is a  shield com-
prising a plurality of- sectlons 5, which are

‘preferably sheet metal strips arr anﬂed end-
to- end in overlapping relation. Thess strips
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are of sufficient width to shield that zone of
the net which is located at the average:level . .
of automobile wheel hubs, so that, in: the event 35 :
a vehicle leaves the road and comes 1n con-
tact with the gu‘u'd the hubs will not 1n]u1e

“the net.

Formed in the strips-5, are. longltudmally
extending slots 6 for receiving bolts:7 which gy
extend throuoh the net and Wh1ch ‘are:ank

-chored to Veltlcally disposed cleats 8 on the

other side-of the net. - The ends of the strips
are secured to the posts 2 by staples.9, Whlch
extend through certain of the slots. = " gs.

In order to prevent the vehicle hubs from
ripping an end of -one strip-loose from ‘the’
opposed: end of an adjacent strip, the:strips
are mounted: so.as to overlap in the direction
of traffic. - For instance, as viewed in Fig. 1, 70
the vehicles travel from right to left and the
road. guard is located at the right of.the
hlghway Each strip overlaps the ad]acent
strip beyond it so that, instead of contacting
with an extremity of a strip, the hub is per- 18-
mitted to slide from one strip to another.

The slots 6 permit an extensibility of the
shield so as not to interfere with the effec-
tiveness of the net as a shock absorber. . o

Although- but one specific embodinient of 5. -
this invention has been herein shown and
deseribed, it will be understood that details - .
of the construction shown may be altered or
omitted without departing from the spirit ..
of this.invention as defined by the followmg 85
claims:

We claim:

‘1. In a road guard, a plurality of ngld
vertical supports adjacent the road, a wire-..
net secured to said supports, a reinforcing £
means secured to the road side of said net at-
the average level of antomobile wheel hubs,
said reinforcing means comprising a plurali-
ty -of metal strips. slidably linked together ¢
s0-as to.be extensible longitudinally under -
impact, and means yieldably securing said

reinforcing means to said net to permit

lonmtudmal movement relative thereto. to :
prevent said net from being torn away from ~100 .




a o | 1,855,506

said remforcmo means When e‘itended un-
".der impact.
2. A road guard comprising a plurality
of supports mounted adjacent the side of a
8 road, a flexible wire net stretched between
said supports and secured thereto, a series of
stiff reinforcing members yieldably secured
at the average level of automobile wheel hubs
- to said supports and net to stiffen and pre- .
10 vent said net from being torn, said reinforc-
ing - members having lonoqtudmal slots at
each point of fastening to “said supports and
net to allow said net to yield without tear-
ing away from said members, cleats on the
15 opposite side of said net'and bolts.extending
through said slots and net and secured to
said cleats to hold said net and reinforcing
members together, said reinforcing membels
. ‘having overlapping ends and bem yielda-
29 bly secured to said supports by suitable
© means extending through said slots.

3. In a road guard comprising a plurality
of supports mounted adjacent one side of
the highway, an upright wire net secured

© 28 to said supports, a reinforcing sheet secured

- to said'supports and wire net, said sheet com-

prising a: plurality. of metal strips- overlap-

ping one another.at their ends, the-overlap--

. ping ends of said strips having slots extend-

39 ing longitudinally -of said strips, and  U-

shaped staples extending through said slots

for yieldably securing said strips together,
oneleg of each of said staples extending .

through one strip and the other leg'of each of

38 said staples extending through two strips.
Signed at Chlcwgo, thls 23rd day of J anu-

ary, 1930.

CAMPBELL Al YOUNG
SAMUEL D. ZOOK.
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