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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jasms W, Tvory, a
subject of the King of Great Britain, resid-
ing in the city and county of Philadelphia,
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new
and useful Pretector and Guide-Sheath for
Nail-Files, of which the following is a speci-
fication. ,

My invention consists in providing a nail
fle with a protector and gulde sheath there-
Tor, the construction of the same and advan-
tages of the same being hereinafter described,
and the novel features thersof pointed out
in the claims that follow the specification.

The invention is satisfactorily ilustrated
In the accompanying drawing, but the im-
portant instrumentalities thereof may be va-
ried, and so it is to be understood that the
invention is not limited to the specific details
shown and described, as long as they
within the spirit or scope of the claims.

Figures 1 and 2 represent views of opDo-
site faces of the protector anc guide sheath
embodying my invention, the same including
a fle to which the device is applied.

IMig. 8 represents a Iongitudinal section
thereof on line 3—3 Tig. 1.

Fig. 4 represents a face view of the sheath
itseld.

Figs. 5, 6, and 7T represent transverse sec.
tlons thereof on lines respectively 5—3,
6—5 and 7—7 Fig. 1.

Figs. 8,9, 10 and 11 represent other em.
bodiments of my invention.

Similar numerals of reference indicate
corresponding parts in the figures.

Referring to the drawings,

1 designates a nail file which excepting
the features of my invention applied thereto
is of well known form.

2 designates a sheath, the same consisting
of the pointed plate 3 of suitable piece ¢f
netal, horn. celluloid, or other suitable ma-
terial, having on its sides in the longitudinal
direction thereof the flanges 4 which extend
at an angle from said sides, thus forming in
a measure a channel in which the file is soat-
ed, the file fricticnally enigaging the inner
walls of said flanges and so retaining its
position on the sheath, this being assisted by
the lips & which ave inturned from proper
portions of the flanges 4 and overhang the
file thereat, a3 most plainly shown in Fig. 1.

In the face of the fle near the point 6
of the sheath are the tapering or beveled
greoves or channels 7 which lead to the inner
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sides of the adjacent portions of the flanges

4 and serve to
either of
adapied to
purpose. ;

Tlie sheath in Figs.'1,:2, 8, and 4 is ex-
tended beyond the head end of the file form-
ing the handle 8 for operating the device,
while in Fig. 8, the handle is of increased
length providing a greater grasping surface;

The end of the file at the point portion
of the sheath has the slope 9 thereon, the
same serving to guide the nail from said por-
tion to the adjacent surface of the filo,

In Fig. 9, a point section 10 of horn, hard
rubber, ete., continuous of the relative end
of a showt file is riveted or otherwise secured
firmly to the sheath. Continuous of the
other end of the file is the auxiliary handle
cection 11 which is seated on the sheath and
retained in position by the flanges 4 and lips
5 and serving to strengthen the portion of
the sheath to which said section 11 ig ap-
plied.

It will be seen that the flanges 4 are of a
heighit equal to the thickness of the file and
extend above the facé of the latter, the ex-
tended portions having their inner walls or

guide the nail to said portions,
sald grooves or channels being
recerve the edge of a nail for that

- faces beveled, or they may be semi-rounded,
said flanges being on opposite sides of the

sheath. :

It will be seen also that in the use of the
device the flanges 4 give the angle that the
file should have as it engages the nail, so that
the file will not cut the nail on a perpen-
dicular line but slightly under correspond-
ing to the angle of the bevel of the guide
ilanges which latter act as a shield to pro-
tect the soft tissues or quick sensitive fibers
of connective tissues and delicate skin fibers
from the edges of the teeth of the file, as
said flanges on the shield stand in the way
so that the edges of the file cannot come in
tissues beneath the
nail. » )

The grooves or channels 7 facilitate the
entrance of the free end of the nail to the
file, the flanges taking the same bevel as the
side flanges so as to be readily applied to
the corners of the nail to be filed.

The point of the sheath which extends be-
yond the file is for cleansing beneath the nail,
and the handle portion 8 having its outer end
rounded is adapted as a cuticle pusher, the
same being true of the corresponding end
of the handle section 11.
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- The poiht section 10 extends beyond the

“end of the sheath and takes the place of the

- point 6 of the latter as a cleanser beneath a
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- tending therefrom,

nail, and it is cut away on its side borders
<6 as not to interfere with the nail in its pas-
sage on the edge of the sheath, the flanges

of the latter extending above the cut away

borders of said section 10, the same being
true of the handle section 11, and this latter
section may also serve as a cuticle pusher.
If desired, the flanges 4 may be beveled
"as to take hold of the file, in
which case the file may be fitted into the
sheath by sliding it on the plate or back 2
of the sheath through the lips 5 and between
the beveled flanges, whereby the sheath 1s
firmly connected with the file and the latter

‘may be readily removed from the sheath by -

drawing it out of the same.

In Figs. 10 and 11 1 show the point por-
tion of the file somewhat twisted or spiral,
<0.as to cleanse both the nail and the flesh at
one operation, and also adapting the points
for cleansing in reverse order as the file is
applied to the right hand, to the left, and
vice versa. , g

Having thus described my invention what
1 claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is:—

1. A sheath for a nail file consisting of a
plate having on the sides thereof flanges ex-
tending therefrom, said plate being adapted
to have a file endwise insertible therein and
ceated thereon, and by said flanges to engage
the sides of the file, the space between said
flanges being tapered lengthwise of the plate.

9. A sheath for a nail file consisting of a

plate having on the sides theveof flanges ex-

to have a file endwise insertible therein and

- seated thereon, and said flanges to engage the

- pointed

sides of the file, the space between said
flanges being tapered lengthwise of the plate,
and lips inturned from
to overhang the face of the file. ‘
3. A sheath for a nail file consisting of a
plate having on the sides thereof
extending angularly thereirom, the
le being adapted to be inserted endwise
therein and to be seated on said plate and
engaged by said flanges, the file having

flanges

therein adjacent to its point channels leading .

tosald-flanges. -
4. A sheath

said plate being adapted’

the flanges adapted .

for a nail file consisting of a-
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plate having flanges on its sides, said plate

being adapted to have the file endwise in-
certible therein and seated thereon and-have
gaid flanges engage the sides of the file, the
space between said flanges being tapered
lengthwise of the plate, a terminal of the
sheath extending from the terminal of the
file being adapted to form a handle and a
cuticle pusher. :

'5. A sheath for a nail file consisting of a
plate having flanges on its sides, said plate
being adapted to have the file endwise in-
certible therein and seated thereon, and said
flanges to engage the sides of the file, a point
at one end of ‘said sheath, and a file at the
point portion of the sheath having a slope
thereon. - ‘

6. A sheath for a nail file consisting of a
plate having flanges on its sides, said plate
being adapted to have the file endwise in-
certible therein and seated thereon, and said
flanges to engage the sides of the file, a point
at one end of said sheath, and a handle and
cuticle pusher on the other end, and a file
at the point portion of the sheath having a

slope thereon.

7. A sheath having flanges on its sides and
having a point at one end, and a file end-
wise insertible ‘therein and adapted to be
seated on said sheath and embraced by said
flanges and having on its face near its point
portion a slope or bevel leading to said
flanges. - . ‘ ' :

87 A sheath for a nail file having a point
portion of spiral or twisted form extended
beyond the end of the file.

9. A sheath pointed at one end and having

side flanges and bendable lips on said flanges,
and a file between said flanges with szid lips
bent thereover, said file having in its face
near the point grooves beveled upon oppo-
site sides toward said flanges. ’

10.. A sheath pointed at one end and hav-
ing side flanges and bendable lips on said
flanges, and a file between said flanges with
said lips bent thereover, said file having in
its face near the point grooves beveled upon
opposite sides toward said flanges, the inner
faces of the adjacent portions of the flanges
being correspondingly beveled. '

, ‘ JAMES W. IVORY.

Witnesses: '
Joux A. WIEDERSHEIM,

N. BussINGER.
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