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1,323,915,

To aZZ whom it ma Yy concern :

@N ET@D %@ATE% FATENT @E‘FE@E

FREDER!CK J SCFIWITT oF PETOSKEY MICHIGAN

. BUTCHER’S BLOCK.

Apphcatlon ﬁle(‘ Ma‘r ch 10, 1919

Be it known Lh‘x‘f 1, Prevmricx J.
ScmmrrT, a citizen of the United Smtes, re-

“siding at Petoskey, in the county of Timmet -
. out the several views, and in which:— -

and State of Michig gan, have invented cer-
tain new and -useful CImprovements
Butchers’ Blocks; and I do hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear; and exact
description of the 1llvenh0n, such ‘as will
enable others skilled in’ the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same. ;

"My present Invention relates to improve-
ments in sectional wood blocks and cutting
boards, and it is intended to provide a sani-

tary, ‘durable and efficient butcher’s block .
intended to be used in the cutting up of

meat or other food v.)roducts contammg more
or less moisture.

Butchers’ blocks are fmt to expand or -
of a portion of the main frame, carrying the

contract owing to changes in the tempera-
ture and to the wbs01pt10n of more or. less

" moisture from the article or articles being
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cut thereon, and such blocks if made of a

solid piece of wood are apt to crack and

permit the flow into the cracks of organic
matter which is apt to decompose and - be-

“come extremely offensive to the smell and

utterly 1psmmt‘u“v Moreover, the éxpansion
of sich blocks is apt to cause injury to the
containing frame and to create cracks” or
erevices Whlch are objectionable for the rea-

song hereinbefore stated.
- Aceording to my. present invention I pro-.
vide a composﬂ:e or built-up block made of

a- series of wooden segments securely fas-
tened together so as to Torm a substantially
homogeneous mass, and this block is so
mounted in the frame that it may expand
and contract horizontally in all directions,
without 1n]ury to the main frame.

I also provide a special arranoement for
the convenient -handling of the tools. re-
quired in the business in which the block
18 uged The outer pfuts of the main frame-
work are also provided with suitable enam-
eled. plates.-which Ay be refzdlly cleaned
and are wholly sanitary.

I also provide a dlsappemmo drawer
conveniently mounted in the space inside
the main frame and beneath the composite
block, in which may be kept the additional
Inives or other tools or implements needed
in the business for. Whlch the block 1s n-
tended. !

- Specification of Letters Patent.

.

in which the block 7 loosely fits.

Patented Deec. 2 1919
Serial No 281, 592

My mventlon WIH be mote Lully unuu»—

stood after reference to-the accompanynu
- ch awings, in ‘which similar parts are indi-

ated by like reference numerals through-

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the com-
plete apparatus, showing the dlsappe‘umo
drawer in the lower o:* opei-position.

Fig.

direction of the arrows.

Fig. 3 shows a section along the blOLe"l'
line 38 of Hig. 2, and looklno down.

g, 4 shows a sectlon ‘thmuOh the main
fmme along -the line 4--4 of P ig 2, and
looking down ‘the dls‘tppewrlng drawer

being shown 1 ‘in the normal or h1dden posi-
- tion:

Fig. 5 shows a sectlon on a larger scale

Inife rail, and the adjacent p01t10n of the
block. showing the clearance space’ to allow
for expansion or contraction.

Figs. 6 and 7 are similar views to Fig. 5,
but show modifieations in the con‘:mucuon

. r‘f the main frame and the meéans of’ secur-

ing the enameléd plates thereto.

Fig. 8 is a plan view on a larger. scale
of -a corner of ‘the Inife 1&11 muts being
broken away; and

£ shows a vertical section - along
“the line 8—38 of Fig. 1, and lookmg i the
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Fig. 9 is a_ similar view to I‘w 8 but

‘ shows a modlﬁcatlon

The main frame comprises the s1de boar ds
1 mounted on the supporting legs 2" and
covered on the outside with the enmneled

Vpl'l’res 8, having the cerners secuved to-
gether by the plf\,‘ces 4, which may-be enam-
,eled or coated Wlﬂl non=Corrosive metal

such as nickel.”
This main frame is provided Wlth cleats

5 on which the ‘bottom board 6 is secured,
~and on which board the main block 7is
mounted and to which it may be secured in

any_convenient way, as by the screws 8,
see Fig 2.0

“This bottom plece 6 and the side boards
1 form a rectangular box open at the top

7 is made up of a series of segments 9, se-
cured together by diagonal dowel pms 10,
split at “the ends 11, and  provided with
wedges .12 so that these dowel pins firmly
hold the blocks in place. These dowel pins
are preferably of the same material as the
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blocks. themselves o that they will eXpa,nd‘

and contract with the blocks, and with the
same coefficient of expansion.

. In the sides of the main block 7 I provide-
grooves 13 adapted to receive the knife rails.
- 14 ‘and ‘to permit the limited play of the
block relative to the knife rail, as shown most -
~clearly in Figs: 5, 6 and 7.. The knife rails
are supported on top of the side boards 1 in~

any. convenient way, either directly ‘as

shown-in Figs. 6—7, or upon an-interposed

-~ block 15, as shown in Fig. 5; and these

knife. rails are preferably curved in their

__center, as at 142, and are held against warp-

20

5 ing on one edge by the cleats 16 and on the
other edge by the spline plate 17. These -
knife rails form a convenient . shelf .sur-.

~ rounding the main block and into which the -

knives of the operator,. or little. pieces of
meat, bones, or other material may be con-

*veniently placed.

[
(1]

- 30

_The knife rails are secured tdgéther‘ ab.

their upper corners in any cenvenient way,

as by means of the spline pins 18, see Figs. -
5 3 and 8, or the dowel pins 19, see Fig. 9.

The knife rails form a complete rectangle '

-surrounding the block and projecting partly

into the recess 18 in said block, and may be-"

- preferably arranged so as to be detachably

mounted on the top of the side boards 1

of the main frame, as shown in Figs. 5 to 7.

. Inorder to provide a disappearing drawer

~in ‘the empty space beneath -the . bottom

[
<

40

~ drawer, but when'this spring-is drawn for-

board 6, I provide an inner frame 20 hav-
‘45 ing side ‘pieces 21 provided with grooves..
92, into which: project pins 23 from the sides’
‘of the drawer 24 near the top and rear end -
thereof. In front of the drawer and fas-

tened to the frame 20, I provide a spring
25 having an engaging shoulder 26, which
normally supports the front end of the

ward to the position shown in dotted lines

in Fig. 2 the front end of the drawer will
tip downward and the drawer may be-

moved forward and swung downward to the

position ‘indicated in dotted lines-in Fig. 2.

and in full lines in Fig. 1. B B
As a convenient attachment to the..con-

_struction described, I provide a detachable

tool holder shown in Figs, 1,2 and 3, in
which 80 represents a block with a slot 81

. adapted to hold the butcher’s cleaver. 382

“represents “a vertical board which carries
“near its ends brackets 33 to support the
-saw, and 34 indicates a rail with holes 35

- therethrough to permit the insertion of the

1,323,015

“knives, skewers; steel saws or other imple-

ments used by the operator. This tool

* holder is adapted to rest on the knife rail
“and may be applied to-any side of the block

that may be most convenient, but is prefer-
ably on th

front of the drawer 24. -

" “The entire exterior portion of the block is
sintended to be smooth and’ polished, with- -
“out any cracks or crevices into which any:

insanitary mattér may- accumulate. ”

-~ ‘The whole apparatus is so arranged: that
‘it may be-at all times kept-clean-and sani-
“tary, which is especially essential in an ap--
-paratus of the character described. :

60

e samé side of the block with the

65 -

Tt -will be seen that the knife rails sur-- |

~round the main block and serve tc obstruct -

the dropping of any particles of material,

75

- whether solid or liquid, from the top and

sides ‘of the block down into the space be- .-
tween- the block and the main frame .and:

~thus’ prevent any accumulation of organic
- matter in the space between the block and

80

the main frame which would tend-to pu- - -

trefy in said space if allowed to accumulate

there or dropping on the floor.

It will be obvious that various
the herein described construction, and in the

“combination -and arrangement ~of - parts:

details in
85

might be used: without departing from the.
spirit'of my invention, and I do not miean.:

to. limit the inventien to such details except
as particularly pointed out in the claims.

90

Having thus described my invention what -

~1. A Dbutcher’s  block: -comprismg “a feé-

tangular main frame, with a bottom piece.

forming a rectangular box, legs supporting

~said main frame, a built-up-block. loosely -

T claim and -desire to secure by-Letters Pat- & .
-ent of the United. States is:— =~

95

mounted- in said box and provided with a =~

horizontal groove on each side thereof, and

a knife rail loosely surrounding: said block

and projecting into said groove, substan-

tially as described.

"9."A butcher’s block comprising a - rec-

tangular main’ frame, with a bottom piece.

forming a rectangular box, legs supporting

100

105

said main frame, a built-up block loosely -
niounted in-said box and.provided with a-

“horizontal groove on each side thereof, and
a. knife rail grooved on its upper face and

loosely surrounding said block and project-

ing into said groove, said knife rail being -
main frame, -

detachably mounted on said

substantially as described.’
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" FREDERICK J. SCHMITT. -



