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FILE FOLDER ASSEMBLIES, DIVIDER, AND SLIDABLE TAB

Field of the Invention
[0001] The present invention relates generally to file folders and relates more
particularly to file folder assemblies of the type including a file folder and a tab slidably

mounted on the file folder.

Background

[0002] Documents are often loosely stored in receptacles known as file folders.
One common type of file folder, which is also frequently referred to as a hinged folder or a
manila folder, typically includes a sheet of cardstock or similar material that has been folded
approximately in half about a fold line to define hingedly interconnected front and rear panels.
Opening or closing of a manila folder can be effected by appropriately pivoting one or both
panels about the fold line. Another common type of file folder, which is also frequently
referred to as a pocket folder, typically includes a sheet of cardstock or similar material that
has been folded and adhered to itself to define a hollow member including a front wall, a rear
wall, a left wall, a right wall, a bottom wall, and an open top. The bottom wall and the side
walls of a pocket folder can be pleated to permit expansion of the pocket folder, for example,
when in use or to permit compaction of the pocket folder, for example, during storage. Still
another common type of file folder, which is frequently referred to as a hanging file folder, is

similar in construction to a manila folder but additionally includes hooks or similar mounting
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structures extending laterally from the front and rear panels to permit the file folder to be
hung from a pair of rails within a file cabinet or the like.

[0003] It is frequently advantageous for a person to be able to identify the contents
of a file folder without actually having to examine the contents of the file folder. For this
reason, many file folders are equipped with a tab on which identifying indicia can be placed.
In the case of manila folders, such a tab is typically integrally formed with the rear panel and
extends either upwardly relative to the top edge of the front panel or laterally relative to a side
edge of the front panel. As can readily be appreciated, one difficulty that is frequently
encountered with tabbed manila folders is that when such folders are aligned with one
another, the indicia on one tab is obscured from view by the tab that is positioned in front of
it. One approach to this problem has been to provide a plurality of tabbed manila folders
whose tabs are staggered at different locations along the top edge of the rear panel.
Unfortunately, however, this approach fails to significantly ameliorate the problem where the
number of arranged files greatly exceeds the number of different tab positions.

[0004] In the case of hanging file folders, the tab is typically a separately-formed
structure that 1s coupled to a top edge of the file folder. In one type of arrangement, the tab is
fixedly mounted on a top edge of the file folder. However, as can be appreciated, hanging file
tfolders that have fixedly mounted tabs suffer from many of the same types of shortcomings
discussed above in connection with tabbed manila folders. Accordingly, in another type of
arrangement, a tab is slidably mounted on the hanging file folder, the tab being slidably
mounted on the top edge of the file folder so as to be horizontally movable along the top edge

of the file folder. In this manner, by sliding the tab on the file folder as needed, one can
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typically position the tab for better viewing. Examples of such horizontally movable tabs on
hanging file folders are disclosed in the following documents, all of which are incorporated
herein by reference in their entireties: U.S. Patent No. 5,311,685, inventor Wyant, issued
May 17, 1994; U.S. Patent No. 7,334,363, inventor Hansen, issued February 26, 2008; U.S.
Patent No. 7,383,652, inventor Glasberg, issued June 10, 2008; U.S. Patent No. 7,389,598,
inventors Bunger et al., issued June 24, 2008. Still another type of tab used with hanging file
folders is a tab that is slidably mounted on the file folder so as to be vertically movable
relative to the top edge of the file folder. In this manner, by raising the tab on the file folder
as needed, one can typically position the tab for better viewing. An example of such a
vertically movable tab on a hanging file folder is disclosed in U.S. Patent Application
Publication No. US 2007/0119082 Al, inventor Gilchrist, published May 31, 2007, which is
incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

[0005] Although slidable tabs of the types described above provide some measure
of improvement in facilitating the viewing of indicia on such tabs, such improvement tends to
diminish as the number of file folders increases and the availability of unobscured horizontal
or vertical positions is exhausted.

[0006] Thus, there is a need for a file folder assembly including a file folder and a
slidably mounted tab on the file folder wherein the slidably mounted tab can be placed in a

wider range of possible positions.
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Summary

[0007] A novel file folder assembly including a file folder and a slidable tab
mounted on the file folde that addresses at least some of the shortcomings associated with
existing file folders and existing file folder assemblies including a slidable tab. According to
one aspect of the invention, there is provided a file folder assembly that includes (a) a file
folder, the file folder having an edge, and (b) a tab slidably disposed on the edge in a plurality
of directions, at least two of the plurality of directions being non-collinear with respect to one
another. An example of two such non-collinear directions is a horizontal direction and a
vertical direction.

[0008] According to another aspect of the invention, there is provided a file folder
assembly that includes (a) a file folder and (b) a sliding tab assembly coupled to the file
folder, the sliding tab assembly including (i) a rail fixedly mounted on the file folder, the rail
including an elongated slot, the elongated slot extending in a first direction, (ii) a tab, the tab
including at least one elongated slot extending in a second direction, and (iii) a coupling
member, the coupling member including a first post, the first post being inserted through both
the elongated slot in the rail and the elongated slot in the tab, the coupling member further
including enlargements on opposite ends of the first post dimensioned to retain the first post
in the elongated slot in the rail and in the elongated slot in the tab.

[0009] According to yet another aspect of the invention, there is provided a file
folder assembly that includes (a) a file folder and (b) a sliding tab assembly coupled to the file
folder, the sliding tab assembly including (1) a first elongated strap extending in a first

direction, the first elongated strap having a first end, a second end, and an intermediate
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portion, the first and second ends of the first elongated strap being fixed to the file folder, the
intermediate portion of the first elongated strap not being fixed to the file folder, (i1) a
coupling member, the coupling member including a second elongated strap and a first
plurality of parallel slots, the second elongated strap extending in a second direction different
than the first direction of the first elongated strap, the first elongated strap being woven
through the first plurality of parallel slots of the coupling member in such a way as to permit
the coupling member to slide along the first elongated strap, and (iii) a tab, the tab including a
second plurality of parallel slots, the second elongated strap of the coupling member being
woven through the second plurality of parallel slots of the tab in such a way as to permit the
tab to slide along the second elongated strap.

[0010] According to still yet another aspect of the invention, there is provided a
divider, the divider including (a) a sheet, the sheet having at least one transverse opening; and
(b) a tab slidably disposed on the sheet in a plurality of directions, at least two of the plurality
of directions being non-collinear with respect to one another. An example of two such non-
collinear directions is a horizontal direction and a vertical direction.

[0011] For purposes of the present specification and claims, unless otherwise
specified, the term “plurality” is defined to mean “two or more.”

[0012] The embodiments of the present invention described below are not
intended to be exhaustive or to limit the invention to the precise forms disclosed in the
tollowing detailed description. Rather, the embodiments are chosen and described so that
others skilled in the art can appreciate and understand the principles and practices of the

present invention. Other features and advantages of the present invention will become
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apparent to those skilled in the art from the following detailed description. It is to be
understood, however, that the detailed description of the various embodiments and specific
examples, while indicating preferred and other embodiments of the present invention, are
given by way of illustration and not limitation. Many changes and modifications within the
scope of the present invention can be made without departing from the spirit thereof, and the

invention includes all such modifications.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0013] The inventive subject matter disclosed herein can take form in various
components and arrangements of components, and in various steps and arrangements of steps.
The drawings are only for purposes of illustrating preferred embodiments and are not to be
construed as limiting. Further, it is to be appreciated that the drawings may not be to scale.

[0014] Fig. 1 is a front perspective view of a first embodiment of a file folder
assembly constructed according to the present invention, the file folder assembly being shown
with the file folder in a slightly opened state and with a slidable tab positioned in a first
position;

[0015] Fig. 2 is a front elevational view of the file folder assembly shown in Fig.
1, with the file folder being shown in a closed state and with exemplary alternative horizontal
and vertical positions of the slidable tab being shown in phantom;

[0016] Fig. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary front elevational view, broken away in

part, of the file folder assembly shown in Fig. 2;
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[0017] Fig. 4 is a rear elevational view, broken away in part, of the file folder
assembly shown in Fig. 2;

[0018] Fig. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary right-side elevational view of the file
tolder assembly shown in Fig. 2;

[0019] Fig. 6 is a section view of the file folder assembly of Fig. 1 taken along line
6-0;

[0020] Figs. 7(a) and 7(b) are exploded front and rear perspective views,

respectively, of the sliding tab assembly of the file folder assembly of Fig. 1;

[0021] Figs. 8(a) and 8(b) are enlarged front and left-side elevational views,
respectively, of the rail shown in Figs. 7(a) and 7(b);

[0022] Figs. 9(a) and 9(b) are enlarged front and left-side elevational views,
respectively, of the tab shown in Figs. 7(a) and 7(b);

[0023] Figs. 10(a) and 10(b) are enlarged rear and left-side elevational views,
respectively, of the pressure plate shown in Figs. 7(a) and 7(b);

[0024] Fig. 11 is a flowchart, schematically illustrating one method of assembling
the file folder assembly of Fig. 1;

[0025] Figs. 12(a) through (d) are left-side elevational views, respectively,
illustrating certain steps in the method of Fig. 11;

[0026] Fig. 13 is a front perspective view of a second embodiment of a file folder
assembly constructed according to the present invention, the file folder assembly being shown
with a slidable tab in a first position and with exemplary alternative tab positions shown in

phantom;
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[0027] Fig. 14 is a front perspective view of a third embodiment of a file folder
assembly constructed according to the present invention, the file folder assembly being shown
with the file folder in a slightly opened state and with a slidable tab positioned in a first
position, exemplary alternative tab positions being shown in phantom;

[0028] Figs. 15(a) through 15(g) are front perspective, front elevational, right-side
elevational, left-side elevational, rear elevational, top plan, and bottom plan views,
respectively, of a fourth embodiment of a file folder assembly constructed according to the
present invention, the file folder assembly being shown with a slidable tab positioned in a first
position, exemplary alternate tab positions being shown in phantom in Fig. 15(a);

[0029] Fig. 16 is a front perspective view of a fifth embodiment of a file folder
assembly constructed according to the present invention, the file folder assembly being shown
with the file folder in a slightly opened state and with a slidable tab positioned in a first
position, exemplary alternative tab positions being shown in phantom;

[0030] Fig. 17 is a front elevational view of the file folder assembly shown in Fig.
16, with the front panel and the top flap of the file folder not being shown to reveal certain
details of the sliding tab assembly, the slidable tab being positioned in its lowermost position;

[0031] Fig. 18 is a front elevational view of the file folder assembly shown in Fig.
16, with the front panel and the top flap of the file folder not being shown to reveal certain
details of the sliding tab assembly, the slidable tab being positioned in its uppermost position;

[0032] Fig. 19 is a front elevational view of the file folder assembly shown in Fig.
16, with the front panel and the top flap of the file folder not being shown and with the sliding

tab not being shown to reveal the manner of connection of the sliding plate to the sliding rail;
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[0033] Figs. 20(a) and 20(b) are front and left-side elevational views, respectively,
of the rail shown in Fig. 17;

[0034] Figs. 21(a) and 21(b) are front and left-side elevational views, respectively,
of the slidable tab shown in Fig. 17;

[0035] Figs. 22(a) and 22(b) are front and side elevational views, respectively, of
the coupling plate shown in Fig. 17;

[0036] Fig. 23 is a front perspective view of a sixth embodiment of a file folder
assembly constructed according to the present invention, the file folder assembly being shown
with a slidable tab in a first position and with exemplary alternative tab positions shown in
phantom; and

[0037] Fig. 24 is a front perspective view of a seventh embodiment of a file folder
assembly constructed according to the present invention, the file folder assembly being shown
with a slidable tab in a first position and with exemplary alternate tab positions shown in
phantom;

[0038] Fig. 25 is a front perspective view of an eighth embodiment of a file folder
assembly constructed according to the present invention, the file folder being shown with a
slidable tab positioned in a first position, exemplary alternate tab positions being shown in
phantom;

[0039] Fig. 26 is a front perspective view of a first embodiment of a divider
constructed according to the present invention, the divider being shown with a slidable tab

positioned in a first position, exemplary alternate tab positions being shown in phantom; and
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[0040] Fig. 27 is a front perspective view of a second embodiment of a divider
constructed according to the present invention, the divider being shown with a slidable tab

positioned in a first position, exemplary alternate tab positions being shown in phantom.

Detailed Description

[0041] The apparatuses, products, and methods disclosed in this document are
described in detail by way of examples and with reference to the figures, which are not
necessarily drawn to scale. Unless otherwise specified, like numbers in the figures indicate
references to the same, similar, or corresponding elements throughout the figures. For clarity
and simplicity, the present specification shall refer to structural and/or functional elements,
relevant standards and/or protocols, and other components that are commonly known in the
art without further detailed explanation as to their configuration or operation except to the
extent they have been modified or altered in accordance with and/or to accommodate the
preferred embodiment(s) presented herein.

[0042] Referring now to Figs. 1 through 6, there are shown various views of a first
embodiment of a file folder assembly constructed according to the present invention, the file
tolder assembly being represented generally by reference numeral 11 (it being understood
that, for clarity, certain components of file folder assembly 11 may not be shown in all of
Figs. 1 through 6).

[0043] File folder assembly 11 includes a file folder 13. File folder 13, in turn,
includes a unitary sheet of material 14, such as, for example, coated or uncoated cardstock, a

polypropylene sheet (which sheet can be approximately 10-20 mils in thickness), or a
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similarly suitable material. Sheet 14 can be cut and scored to define a front panel 15, a rear
panel 17, and a top flap 19. Front panel 15 and rear panel 17 can be hingedly interconnected
along a fold line 21. Tt is to be understood that, although front panel 15 is shown in the
present embodiment as having a top edge 15-1 that is positioned lower than the corresponding
top edge 17-1 of rear panel 17, front panel 15 and rear panel 17 need not be positioned
relative to one another as shown, and, if desired, top edge 15-1 can be positioned at the same
height as or higher than top edge 17-1. In addition, it is to be understood that, although top
edge 15-1 is shown in the present embodiment as having an undulating shape, top edge 15-1
need not be so shaped and, if desired, can be level or otherwise straight. Top flap 19, which
can be shaped to include a bottom edge 19-1, a right edge 19-2 and a left edge 19-3, can be
tolded forwardly towards the front surface 23 of rear panel 17, and adhesive 25 can be used to
secure an area 27 along bottom edge 19-1 of flap 19 to front surface 23 of rear panel 17. (In
another embodiment, adhesive 25 can also be used to seal right edge 19-2 and left edge 19-3
to corresponding portions of rear panel 17.) A transverse slot 29 can be provided in sheet 14
between rear panel 17 and top flap 19, slot 29 extending just short of the full width of sheet 14
between right end 14-1 and left end 14-2. File folder 13 can have a width w, as defined by
the distance between ends 14-1 and 14-2, that is comparable to the width of a conventional
manila folder, e.g., approximately 12 inches.

[0044] File folder assembly 11 further includes a sliding tab assembly 40, which is
also shown separately in Figs. 7(a) and 7(b). In the present embodiment, sliding tab assembly
40 includes a slide rail 41, a slidable tab 43, and a pressure plate 45. Slide rail 41, which is

also shown separately in Figs. 8(a) and 8(b), includes a unitary sheet of material, such as
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coated or uncoated cardstock, a polypropylene sheet (which sheet can be approximately 10-20
mils in thickness), or a similarly suitable material. Slide rail 41 can be generally rectangular
and can be shaped to include a front surface 47, a rear surface 49, a top edge 51, a bottom
edge 53, a right edge 55, and a left edge 57. Slide rail 41 can be dimensioned to have a length
1;, a width w,, and a thickness t;, wherein length 1, of slide rail 41 is equal to or slightly less
than width w, of sheet 14. Exemplary dimensions for length 1;, width w», and thickness t; of
slide rail 41 can be, for example, approximately 12 inches, approximately 2 inches, and
approximately 0.03 inch, respectively. Slide rail 41 is further shaped to include a
longitudinally extending transverse slot 59. Slot 59, which can be centered slightly above the
longitudinal midline of slide rail 41, can have a length I, and a width w;. Exemplary
dimensions for length 1, and width w; of slot 59 can be, for example, approximately 11 inches
and approximately 0.3 inch, respectively. A right end 61 of slot 59 can be spaced inwardly a
short distance from right edge 55 of slide rail 41, and a left end 63 of slot 59 can be spaced
inwardly a short distance from left edge 57 of slide rail 41. Slide rail 41 can be affixed to
front surface 23 of rear panel 17 using an adhesive 65 or other suitable means (such as
welding where, for example, slide rail 41 and file folder 13 are both made of polypropylene),
slide rail 41 being positioned just below and parallel to slot 29 and being centered between
ends 14-1 and 14-2. Preferably, adhesive 65 is applied to rear surface 49 of slide rail 41 in the
area between right end 61 of slot 59 and right edge 55 of slide rail 41 and in the area between
left end 63 of slot 59 and left edge 57 of slide rail 41. Additional adhesive 65 can also be
applied to rear surface 49 of slide rail 41 in the area between slot 59 and top edge 51 of slide

rail 41 and in the area between slot 59 and bottom edge 53 of slide rail 41; however, adhesive
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65 1s preferably not applied to rear surface 49 of slide rail 41 in the areas directly above and
below slot 59 so as to leave some space between slide rail 41 and rear panel 17 within which
the rearwardmost portions of pressure plate 45 can slide freely.

[0045] Slidable tab 43, which is also shown separately in Figs. 9(a) and 9(b),
includes a unitary sheet of material, such as coated or uncoated cardstock, a polypropylene
sheet (which sheet can be approximately 10-20 mils in thickness), or a similarly suitable
material. Slidable tab 43 can be generally rectangular and can be shaped to include a front
surface 71, a rear surface 73, a top edge 75, a bottom edge 77, a right edge 79, and a left edge
81. Slidable tab 43 can be dimensioned to have a height h;, a width wy, and a thickness t,,
wherein width wy of slidable tab 43 is preferably less than width ws of slot 59. Exemplary
dimensions for height h;, width wa, and thickness t, of slidable tab 43 can be, for example,
approximately 3.1 inches, approximately 3.9 inches, and approximately 0.02 inch,
respectively. Slidable tab 43 can be further shaped to include a pair of transverse slots 85-1
and 85-2, which can be parallel to one another. Slots 85-1 and 85-2 can be positioned a short
distance above bottom edge 77 and can extend vertically in a direction from bottom edge 77
towards top edge 75. Each of slots 85-1 and 85-2 can have a length I; and a width ws, with
the length 15 of each of slots 85-1 and 85-2 being considerably greater than the width w; of
slot 59. In this manner, as will become apparent from the discussion below, tab 43 can be slid
generally perpendicularly relative to the longitudinal axis of slot 59. Exemplary dimensions
tor length 13 and width ws of slots 85-1 and 85-2 can be, for example, approximately 1 inch

and approximately Y4 inch, respectively. Slots 85-1 and 85-2 can be spaced apart by a
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distance d;, wherein d; is less than length 1, of slot 59. In this manner, as will become
apparent from the discussion below, tab 43 can be slid along the longitudinal axis of slot 59.

[0046] Pressure plate 45, which is also shown separately in Figs. 10(a) and 10(b),
includes a unitary structure, preferably made of an injection molded plastic, such as an
acrylonitrile butadiene styrene, a high-impact polystyrene, or a similarly suitable material.
Pressure plate 45 can be shaped to include a generally rectangular base 91 and a pair of posts
93-1 and 93-2, which can be parallel and to one another and which can extend perpendicularly
from base 91. More specifically, base 91 can be shaped to include a front surface 95 and a
rear surface 97, with posts 93-1 and 93-2 extending rearwardly a short distance from rear
surface 97. Base 91 can be dimensioned to have a length 14, a width we, and a thickness ts.
Exemplary dimensions for length 1, width wg, and thickness t; of base 91 can be, for
example, approximately 2.5 inches, approximately % inch, and approximately 0.05 inch,
respectively. Posts 93-1 and 93-2 can be dimensioned to have a height h,, which can be, for
example, approximately 0.1 inch.

[0047] Each of posts 93-1 and 93-2 includes a stem 98 and an enlarged head 99,
with each stem 98 being attached at one end to rear surface 97 of base 91 and at an opposite
end to enlarged head 99. Posts 93-1 and 93-2 are appropriately dimensioned and arranged on
base 91 so that stems 98 extend through slots 85-1 and 85-2 of slidable tab 43 and through
slot 59 of slide rail 41. In one embodiment, heads 99, which are positioned between slide rail
41 and rear panel 17, and in one embodiment, are not designed to be withdrawn through slot
59 of slide rail 41 or through slots 85-1 and 85-2 of slidable tab 43. (In another embodiment,

heads 99 could be designed to be withdrawn through slot 59 of rail 41 or through slots 85-1
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and 95-2 of'tab 43.) Thus, pressure plate 45 serves to couple slidable tab 43 to slide rail 41 so
as to enable slidable tab 43 to be slid horizontally relative to slide rail 41 (whereby stems 98
are moved horizontally through slot 59) and/or to be slid vertically relative to slide rail 41
(whereby stems 98 are moved vertically through slots 85-1 and 85-2). Moreover, by sizing
stems 98 to an appropriate length, not only can one easily slide slidable tab 43 between
horizontal and/or vertical positions relative to slide rail 41, but one can also frictionally retain
slidable tab 43 in a desired position.

[0048] As can be appreciated, because heads 99 of pressure plate 45 are not
dimensioned to be inserted through slots 85-1 and 85-2 of slidable tab 43 or through slot 59 of
slide rail 41, heads 99 are preferably formed on posts 93-1 and 93-2, for example, by heat-
staking, only after stems 98 have been inserted through slidable tab 43 and slide rail 41.

[0049] Referring now to Fig. 11, there is shown a flowchart, schematically
depicting one method for assembling file folder assembly 11 according to the present
invention, said method being represented generally by reference numeral 100. (In addition,
some of the steps of method 100 are also depicted in Figs. 12(a) through 12(d).) Method 100
can begin in a step 100-1 with the insertion of the headless posts 103 of a precursor pressure
plate 105 through slots 85-1 and 85-2 of slidable tab 43 and then through slot 59 of slide rail
41 (see Fig. 12(a) with slot 85-2 and slot 59 being shown in phantom). Next, method 100 can
continue in a step 100-2 with the heat-staking of posts 103 with a heated press 107 to form
heads 99, whereby precursor pressure plate 105 is transformed into pressure plate 45 and
whereby sliding tab assembly 40 is assembled (see Fig. 12(b)). Next, method 100 can

continue in a step 100-3 with the securing of slide rail 41 to sheet 14 and with the insertion of
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slidable tab 43 through slot 29 of sheet 14 (see Fig. 12(c)). Next, method 100 can conclude in
a step 100-4 with the securing of top flap 19 to rear panel 17 of sheet 14 (see Fig. 12(d)).

[0050] In use, papers can be inserted and removed from file folder 13 in the
conventional fashion. Identifying indicia can be marked on slidable tab 43 as desired using
suitable marking means. To adjust the horizontal and/or vertical positioning of slidable tab
43, one can simply grasp slidable tab 43 and slide slidable tab 43 to a desired horizontal
and/or vertical position (slidable tab 43 being horizontally positionable anywhere within slot
29 and being vertically positionable anywhere between a lowermost position extending a
comparatively small distance above the top edge of file folder 13 and an uppermost position
extending a comparatively great distance above the top edge of file folder 13 (see Fig. 2
where exemplary alternate horizontal and vertical positions for tab 43 are shown)). As can be
appreciated, because slidable tab 43 can be moved horizontally and vertically and because
such horizontal and vertical movements are independent of one another, slidable tab 43 can be
placed in a wider range of positions than is possible with conventional file folder assemblies.
Consequently, file folder assembly 11 results in a tab having enhanced visibility.

[0051] Referring now to Fig. 13, there is shown a front perspective view of a
second embodiment of a file folder assembly constructed according to the present invention,
the file folder assembly being represented generally by reference numeral 111. File folder
assembly 111 is similar in most respects to file folder assembly 11, the principal difference
between the two file folder assemblies being that, whereas file folder assembly 11 includes a
file folder 13, file folder assembly 111 includes a pocket folder 113. Pocket folder 113 is

similar in many respects to conventional pocket folders, the principal differences between
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pocket folder 113 and conventional pocket folders being that pocket folder 113 includes a rear
wall 115 having a folded-over and secured flap 117 and being that pocket folder 113 has a slot
119 through which slidable tab 43 extends. Slidable tab 43 of file folder assembly 111 can be
used in a corresponding manner to that discussed above in connection with file folder
assembly 11. In exemplary embodiments, the pocket folder 113 can be a single pocket folder
or a multi-compartmented folder.

[0052] Referring now to Fig. 14, there is shown a front perspective view of a third
embodiment of a file folder assembly constructed according to the present invention, the file
folder assembly being represented generally by reference numeral 151. File folder assembly
151 is similar in most respects to file folder assembly 11, the principal difference between the
two file folder assemblies being that, whereas file folder assembly 11 includes a file folder 13,
file folder assembly 151 includes a hanging file folder 153. Hanging file folder 153 is similar
in many respects to conventional hanging file folders, the principal differences between
hanging file folder 153 and conventional hanging file folders being that hanging file folder
153 includes a top flap 155 that is folded-over and secured to a rear panel 157 and being that
hanging file folder 153 has a slot 159 through which slidable tab 43 extends. Slidable tab 43
of file folder assembly 151 can be used in a corresponding manner to that discussed above in
connection with file folder assembly 11.

[0053] Referring now to Figs. 15(a) through 15(g), there are shown various view
of a fourth embodiment of a file folder assembly constructed according to the present
invention, the file folder assembly being represented generally by reference numeral 171. File

tolder assembly 171 is similar in most respects to file folder assembly 11, the principal



WO 2013/048561 PCT/US2012/029697

- 18 -

difference between the two file folder assemblies being that file folder assembly 171 includes
a sheet 173. Sheet 173, which can be made of, for example, a clear polymeric material, can
be positioned so that a majority of sheet 173 is disposed in front of front panel 15, with a
bottom portion 173-1 of sheet 173 wrapping under the bottom of folder 13 and being secured
to back panel 17 and with a side portion 173-2 of sheet 173 wrapping around a left end 14-2
of front panel 15 and being secured to a back surface 15-2 of front panel 15. In this manner,
sheet 173 forms a pocket 175 with front panel 15, pocket 175 being accessible from its right
side and/or top. Pocket 175, therefore, represents a second compartment that can be used to
store documents, the first compartment being between front panel 15 and back panel 17. As

shown in the present embodiment, sheet 173 can have, but need not have, an arcuate edge

[0054] File folder assembly 171 can be used in much the same manner as file
folder assembly 11, the principal difference in the manner in which file folder assembly 171
can be used being that pocket 175 can also be used to store documents. Tab 43 of file folder
assembly 171 can be used in a corresponding manner to that discussed above in connection
with file folder assembly 11.

[0055] Referring now to Figs. 16 through 19, there are shown various views of a
fifth embodiment of a file folder assembly constructed according to the present invention, the
file folder assembly being represented generally by reference numeral 211. File folder
assembly 211 is similar in many respects to file folder assembly 11. For example, assembly
211 includes a file folder 13 including a sheet 14 cut and scored to define a front panel 15, a

rear panel 17, and a flap 19. The principal difference between file folder assemblies 11 and
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211 is that, whereas file folder assembly 11 includes a sliding tab assembly 40, file folder
assembly 211 instead includes a sliding tab assembly 240. In the present embodiment, sliding
tab assembly 240 includes a slide rail 241, a slidable tab 243, and a sliding coupling plate 245.

[0056] Slide rail 241, which is also shown separately in Figs. 20(a) and 20(b),
includes a unitary sheet of material, such as a polypropylene sheet (approximately 10-20 mils
in thickness) or a similarly suitable material. Slide rail 241 can be generally rectangular and
can be shaped to include a front surface 247, a rear surface 249, a top edge 251, a bottom edge
253, aright edge 255, and a left edge 257. Slide rail 241 can be dimensioned to have a length
Is and a width w~, wherein length 15 of slide rail 241 is equal to or slightly less than width w,
of sheet 14. Exemplary dimensions for length Is and width w- of slide rail 241 can be, for
example, approximately 12 inches and approximately 1.5 inches, respectively. Slide rail 241
further includes a pair of through-cuts 259-1 and 259-2, through-cuts 259-1 and 259-2 being
mirror-image L-shaped cuts equidistantly spaced from the longitudinal midline of slide rail
241. Each of cuts 259-1 and 259-2 extends longitudinally from left edge 257 of slide rail 241
to a short distance (e.g., approximately Y2 inch) inwardly from right edge 255, with cut 259-1
turning upwardly a short distance (e.g., approximately Y inch) in the direction of top edge 251
and with cut 259-2 turning downwardly a short distance (e.g., approximately Y% inch) in the
direction of bottom edge 253. Cuts 259-1 and 259-2 effectively divide slide rail 241 into a
top portion 241-1, a bottom portion 241-2, and an intermediate portion 241-3. Top portion
241-1 and bottom portion 241-2 can be adhered to rear panel 17 over substantially their entire
respective lengths. By contrast, intermediate portion 241-3 is adhered to rear panel 17 only in

the area between right edge 255 of slide rail 241 and cuts 259-1 and 259-2 and in the area
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proximate to left edge 257 of slide rail 241. As a result, intermediate portion 241-3 forms a
strap over which coupling plate 245 can be slidably mounted in the manner to be described
below.

[0057] Slidable tab 243, which is also shown separately in Figs. 21(a) and 21(b),
includes a unitary sheet of material, such as a polypropylene sheet (approximately 10-20 mils
in thickness) or a similarly suitable material. Slidable tab 243 can be generally rectangular
and can be shaped to include a front surface 271, a rear surface 273, a top edge 275, a bottom
edge 277, a right edge 279, and a left edge 281. Slidable tab 243 can be dimensioned to have
a height h; and a width wg. Exemplary dimensions for height h; and width wg of slidable tab
243 can be, for example, approximately 3 inches and approximately 4 inches, respectively.
Slidable tab 243 can be further shaped to include two pairs of transverse slots 285-1/285-2
and 286-1/286-2. Slots 285-1 and 286-1 can be positioned a short distance (e.g.,
approximately %2 inch) above bottom edge 277 and can extend horizontally. Slots 285-2 and
286-2 can be parallel to and spaced a short distance (e.g., approximately Y2 inch) above slots
285-1 and 286-1, respectively. A through-cut 287 can interconnect slots 285-1 and 285-2, and
a corresponding through-cut 288 can interconnect slots 286-1 and 286-2. Each of slots 285-1,
285-2, 2806-1 and 286-2 can have a length ls and a width wo, with exemplary dimensions for
length 1 and width wo being approximately Y2 inch and approximately 0.06 inch, respectively.

[0058] Sliding coupling plate 245, which is also shown separately in Figs. 22(a)
and 22(b), includes a unitary sheet of material, such as a polypropylene sheet (approximately
10-20 mils in thickness) or a similarly suitable material. Coupling plate 245 can be generally

rectangular and can be shaped to include a front surface 291, a rear surface 293, a top edge



WO 2013/048561 PCT/US2012/029697

-21 -

295, a bottom edge 297, a right edge 299, and a left edge 301. Coupling plate 245 can be
dimensioned to have a height hy and a width w;o. Exemplary dimensions for height hy and
width wjp of coupling plate 245 can be, for example, approximately 2 inches and
approximately 3.5 inches, respectively. Coupling plate 245 is further shaped to include two
pairs of mirror-image C-shaped cut-lines 303-1/303-2 and 305-1/305-2. Each of cut-lines
303-1, 303-2, 305-1 and 305-2 can be positioned a short distance (e.g., approximately %2 inch)
above bottom edge 297 and can extend vertically for a distance (e.g., approximately 1.6 inch).
Cut-lines 303-1 and 303-2 can be spaced apart from one another by a short distance (e.g.,
approximately 2 inch) and can effectively define therebetween a strap 304. Similarly, cut
lines 305-1 and 305-2 can be spaced apart from one another by a short distance (e.g.,
approximately Y2 inch) and can effectively define therebetween a strap 306. Slidable tab 243
and coupling plate 245 can be coupled to one another by weaving strap 304 of coupling plate
245 into slots 285-1 and 285-2 of slidable tab 243 and by weaving strap 306 of coupling plate
245 into slots 286-1 and 286-2 of slidable tab 243, as shown in Fig. 17. (Such weaving can be
effected by pushing straps 304 and 306 through slots 287 and 288, respectively.) In this
manner, slidable tab 243 is mounted on coupling plate 245 for sliding vertical movement.
[0059] Coupling plate 245 is further shaped to include two pairs of transverse slots
308-1/308-2 and 309-1/309-2, which can be parallel to one another. Slots 308-1 and 308-2
can be positioned on opposite sides of strap 304 and can extend vertically. Slots 309-1 and
309-2 can be positioned on opposite sides of strap 306 and can extend vertically. Each of
slots 308-1, 308-2, 309-1 and 309-2 can be vertically aligned with the others, and each of slots

308-1, 308-2, 309-1 and 309-2 can have a length l; and a width w;;, with exemplary
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dimensions for length I; and width w;; being approximately %2 inch and approximately 0.06
inch, respectively. Coupling plate 245 and slide rail 241 can be coupled to one another by
weaving intermediate portion 241-3 of slide rail 241 through slots 308-1, 308-2, 309-1 and
309-2, as shown in Fig. 18. In this manner, coupling plate 245 is mounted on slide rail 241
tor sliding horizontal movement.

[0060] To assemble file folder assembly 211, one can weave together coupling
plate 245 and slidable tab 243 in the manner discussed above and can weave together
coupling plate 245 and slide rail 241 in the manner discussed above. Then, one can adhere
rear surface 249 of slide rail 241 to rear panel 17 in the manner discussed above. Then, one
can insert slidable tab 243 through slot 29 of flap 19 and can secure flap 19 to front surface 23
of rear panel 17. File folder assembly 211 can be used in a fashion analogous to that
discussed above in connection with file folder assembly 11.

[0061] Referring now Fig. 23, there is shown a front perspective view of a sixth
embodiment of a file folder assembly constructed according to the present invention, the file
folder assembly being represented generally by reference numeral 311. File folder assembly
311 is similar in most respects to file folder assembly 211, the principal difference between
the two file folder assemblies being that, whereas file folder assembly 211 includes a file
folder 13, file folder assembly 311 includes a pocket folder 313. Pocket folder 313 is similar
in many respects to conventional pocket folders, the principal differences between pocket
folder 313 and conventional pocket folders being that pocket folder 313 includes a rear wall
315 having a folded-over and secured flap 317 and being that pocket folder 313 has a slot 319

through which slidable tab 243 extends. Slidable tab 243 of file folder assembly 311 can be
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used in a corresponding manner to that discussed above in connection with file folder
assembly 11.

[0062] Referring now to Fig. 24, there is shown a front perspective view of a
seventh embodiment of a file folder assembly constructed according to the present invention,
the file folder assembly being represented generally by reference numeral 351. File folder
assembly 351 is similar in most respects to file folder assembly 211, the principal difference
between the two file folder assemblies being that, whereas file folder assembly 211 includes a
file folder 13, file folder assembly 351 includes a hanging file folder 353. Hanging file folder
353 is similar in many respects to conventional hanging file folders, the principal differences
between hanging file folder 353 and conventional hanging file folders being that hanging file
folder 353 includes a top flap 355 that is folded-over and secured to a rear panel 357 and
being that hanging file folder 353 has a slot 359 through which slidable tab 243 extends.
Slidable tab 243 of file folder assembly 351 can be used in a corresponding manner to that
discussed above in connection with file folder assembly 11.

[0063] Referring now to Fig. 25, there is shown a front perspective view of an
eighth embodiment of a file folder assembly constructed according to the present invention,
the file folder assembly being represented generally by reference numeral 371. File folder
assembly 371 is similar in most respects to file folder assembly 171, the principal difference
between the two file folder assemblies being that, whereas file folder assembly 171 includes
sliding tab assembly 40, file folder assembly 371 includes sliding tab assembly 240. File
folder assembly 371 can be used in a corresponding manner to that discussed above in

connection with file folder assembly 11.
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[0064] Referring now to Fig. 26, there is shown a front perspective view of a first
embodiment of a divider constructed according to the present invention, the divider being
represented generally by reference numeral 411. Divider 411 is similar in many respects to
file folder assembly 11, the principal differences between divider 411 and file folder assembly
11 being (1) that divider 411 does not include a structure corresponding to front panel 15 of
file folder assembly 11, and (2) that divider 411 can include a plurality of transverse openings
415 in panel 17. Openings 415 can be arranged to permit divider 411 to be mounted in a
three-ring binder or similar device. Tab 40 of divider 411 can be used in a corresponding
manner to that discussed above in connection with file folder assembly 11.

[0065] Referring now to Fig. 27, there is shown a front perspective view of a
second embodiment of a divider constructed according to the present invention, the divider
being represented generally by reference numeral 451. Divider 451 is similar in many
respects to divider 411, the principal difference between the two dividers being that, whereas
divider 411 includes sliding tab assembly 40, divider 451 includes sliding tab assembly 240.
Tab 240 of divider 451 can be used in a corresponding manner to that discussed above in
connection with file folder assembly 211.

[0066] In any event, it is to be appreciated that in connection with the particular
exemplary embodiment(s) presented herein certain structural and/or functional features are
described as being incorporated in defined elements and/or components. However, it is
contemplated that these features can, to the same or similar benefit, also likewise be
incorporated in other elements and/or components where appropriate. It is also to be

appreciated that different aspects of the exemplary embodiments can be selectively employed
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as appropriate to achieve other alternative embodiments suited for desired applications, the
other alternative embodiments thereby realizing the respective advantages of the aspects
incorporated therein.

[0067] Additionally, it is to be appreciated that certain elements described herein
as incorporated together can under suitable circumstances be stand-alone elements or
otherwise divided. Similarly, a plurality of particular functions described as being carried out
by one particular element can be carried out by a plurality of distinct elements acting
independently to carry out individual functions, or certain individual functions can be split-up
and carried out by a plurality of distinct elements acting in concert. Alternatively, some
elements or components otherwise described and/or shown herein as distinct from one another
can be physically or functionally combined where appropriate.

[0068] In short, the present specification has been set forth with reference to
preferred embodiments. Obviously, modifications and alterations will occur to others upon
reading and understanding the present specification. It is intended that the invention be
construed as including all such modifications and alterations insofar as they come within the

scope of the appended claims or the equivalents thereof.



WO 2013/048561 PCT/US2012/029697

We claim:

-26 -

Claims

1. A file folder assembly comprising:
a file folder, the file folder having an edge; and
a tab slidably disposed on the edge in a plurality of directions, at least two

of the plurality of directions being non-collinear with respect to one another.

2. The file folder assembly as claimed in claim 1, wherein the plurality of
directions includes a horizontal direction and a vertical direction.
3. The file folder assembly as claimed in claim 1, wherein the file folder is a

hinged folder that includes a front panel and a rear panel.

4. The file folder assembly as claimed in claim 1, wherein the file folder is
selected from the group consisting of a single pocket folder, a multi-

compartmented folder, a hanging file folder, and a folder.

5. The file folder assembly as claimed in claim 1, wherein the file folder
includes a rear wall having a looped-over top portion, the looped-over top

portion having a slot, and the tab extending through the slot.
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6. The file folder assembly as claimed in claim 1, further comprising a rail, the
rail being fixedly mounted on the file folder, and the tab being slidably

mounted on the rail.

7. The file folder assembly as claimed in claim 1, further comprising a rail and
a coupling member, the rail being mounted on the file folder, and the tab being

slidably coupled to the rail by the coupling member.

8. The file folder assembly as claimed in claim 7, wherein:

the rail includes a first slot oriented in a first direction relative to the
edge of the file folder;

the tab includes a second slot oriented in a second direction relative to
the edge of the file folder, and

the coupling member includes a post inserted through both the first slot
and the second slot to permit the tab to be slid selectively along at least one of

the first direction and the second direction.

9. The file folder assembly as claimed in claim 7, wherein:
the rail includes a first strap oriented in a first direction;
the coupling member includes a second strap oriented in a second

direction and a first plurality of slots;
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the tab includes a second plurality of slots;

the first strap of the rail is woven through the first plurality of slots of
the coupling member; and

the second strap of the coupling member is woven through the second

plurality of slots of the tab.

10. A file folder assembly comprising:
a file folder; and
a sliding tab assembly coupled to the file folder, the sliding tab
assembly including:
a rail fixedly mounted on the file folder, the rail including an
elongated slot, the elongated slot extending in a first direction,
a tab, the tab including at least one elongated slot extending in a
second direction, and
a coupling member, the coupling member including a first post,
the first post being inserted through both the elongated slot in the rail and the
elongated slot in the tab, the coupling member further including enlargements
on opposite ends of the first post dimensioned to retain the first post in the

elongated slot in the rail and in the elongated slot in the tab.

11. The file folder assembly as claimed in claim 10, wherein one of the

elongated slot in the rail and the elongated slot in the tab is oriented
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horizontally relative to the file folder and the other of the elongated slot in the
rail and the elongated slot in the tab is oriented vertically relative to the file

folder.

12. The file folder assembly as claimed in claim 11, wherein:

the elongated slot in the rail is oriented horizontally relative to the file
folder; and

the elongated slot in the tab is oriented vertically relative to the file

folder.

13. The file folder assembly as claimed in claim 10, wherein

the tab includes a plurality of parallel of elongated slots; and

the coupling member further includes a second post having
enlargements on opposite ends thereof, the first post being inserted through the
elongated slot of the rail and a first elongated slot of the tab, the second post
being inserted through the elongated slot of the rail and a second elongated slot

of the tab.

14. The file folder assembly as claimed in claim 10, wherein the file folder is a

hinged folder that includes a front panel and a rear panel.
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15. The file folder assembly as claimed in claim 10, wherein the file folder is
selected from the group consisting of a single pocket folder, a multi-

compartmented folder, a hanging file folder, and a folder.

16. A file folder assembly comprising:

a file folder; and

a sliding tab assembly coupled to the file folder, the sliding tab
assembly including:

a first elongated strap extending in a first direction, the first
elongated strap having a first end, a second end, and an intermediate portion,
the first and second ends of the first elongated strap being fixed to the file
folder, the intermediate portion of the first elongated strap not being fixed to
the file folder,

a coupling member, the coupling member including a second
elongated strap and a first plurality of parallel slots, the second elongated strap
extending in a second direction different than the first direction of the first
elongated strap, the first elongated strap being woven through the first plurality
of parallel slots of the coupling member in such a way as to permit the
coupling member to slide along the first elongated strap, and

a tab, the tab including a second plurality of parallel slots, the

second elongated strap of the coupling member being woven through the
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second plurality of parallel slots of the tab in such a way as to permit the tab to

slide along the second elongated strap.

17. The file folder assembly as claimed in claim 16, wherein one of the first
and second elongated straps is oriented horizontally relative to the file folder
and the other of the first and second elongated straps is oriented vertically

relative to the file folder.

18. The file folder assembly as claimed in claim 17, wherein:

the first elongated strap is oriented horizontally relative to the file
folder, and

the second elongated strap is oriented vertically relative to the file

folder.

19. The file folder assembly as claimed in claim 16, wherein the file folder is a

hinged folder that includes a front panel and a rear panel.

20. The file folder assembly as claimed in claim 16, wherein the file folder is

selected from the group consisting of a single pocket folder, a multi-

compartmented folder, a hanging file folder, and a folder .

21. A divider, the divider comprising:
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a sheet, the sheet having at least one transverse opening; and
a tab slidably disposed on the sheet in a plurality of directions, at least two

of the plurality of directions being non-collinear with respect to one another.

22. The divider as claimed in claim 21, wherein the plurality of directions

includes a horizontal direction and a vertical direction.

23. The divider as claimed in claim 21, wherein the sheet includes a looped-
over top portion, the looped-over top portion having a slot, the tab extending

through the slot.

24. The divider as claimed in claim 21, further comprising a rail, the rail being

fixedly mounted on the sheet, the tab being slidably mounted on the rail.

25. The divider as claimed in claim 21, further comprising a rail and a
coupling member, the rail being mounted on the sheet, the tab being slidably

coupled to the rail by the coupling member.

26. The divider as claimed in claim 25, wherein:
the rail includes a first slot oriented in a first direction relative to the

sheet,
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the tab includes a second slot oriented in a second direction relative to
the sheet, and

the coupling member includes a post inserted through both the first slot
and the second slot to permit the tab to be slid selectively along at least one of

the first direction and the second direction.

27. The divider as claimed in claim 25, wherein:

the rail includes a first strap oriented in a first direction,

the coupling member includes a second strap oriented in a second
direction and a first plurality of slots,

the tab includes a second plurality of slots,

the first strap of the rail is woven through the first plurality of slots of
the coupling member, and

the second strap of the coupling member is woven through the second

plurality of slots of the tab.

28. The divider as claimed in claim 21, wherein the sheet has a plurality of

transverse openings.
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