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To all whom it may cowcern:

Be it known that I, WirrLiam NUGENT, of
Paterson, in the county of Passaic and State
of New Jersey, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Fire-Cracker Holders, of
which the following is a specification.

The object of my invention is to provide a
fire-cracker holder containing a figure capable
of automatic operation, and so constructed
that a fire-cracker when placed therein will
form a stop to prevent the operation of the
figure until the fire-cracker is removed or de-
tached from the holder by its explosion, thus
gormlng a very amusing toy for the use of chil-

ren

The invention consists, essentially, in a pis-
tol-shaped stock constructed with an open-
topped cavity or box wherein is a figure of a
soldier or other objeet, and a spring for pro-

20 jecting it upward, and a pivoted keeper or

25

30

35

40

50

cover for the cavity or box, which is to be re-
tained in place above the cavity or box by a
fire-cracker placed against it or its support,
toformastop for preventing the npward move-
ment of the figure, and which, when the fire-
cracker is blown from the holder by the force
of its explosion, will be thrown up and away
from the cavity or box by the spring therein,
and will permit the figure to be projected from
the cavity or box by the spring.

The construction and manner of combining
the several parts of the fire-cracker holder will
be hereinafter morefully described, and point-
ed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a sectional elevation of a holder embodying
my invention, the parts being held by a fire-
cracker in position ready for operation; and
Fig. 2 is a similar view of the holder, repre-
senting the p0s1t10n of the parts after opera-
tion.

Similar letters of reference designate corre-
sponding parts in both the figures.

A designates a pistol-shaped stock or hand-
piece, which may be of cast metal, and which
is eonstructed with a cavity or box, A/, (here
shown as in the form of a cylinder having an
open top and closed at the bottom.) Thestock
A has nearthe forward end aslotted or notched
projection or abutment, a, and a slot, &, at the
rear end of which is a shoulder or stop, a’

(No model.)

These stops or abutments a¢ ¢’ are arranged
opposite each other on the stock A, for a pur-
pose hereinafter deseribed.

In the cavity or box A’is a vertical wire or
guide-rod, B, on which is fitted to slide freely
a figure, C, which may represent a soldier or
other person. At the base of the figure I have
shown a follower, (', and below the follower
is a spiral spring, D which acts against the
follower (' to force the figure upward to pro-
jeet it from the cavity or box A’.

At the top of the guide Bisahead, B),which
limits the upward movement of the ﬁgure,
and which may be made in the form of a hat,
so that when the figure is projected upward
against the head B’ the latter will form a hat
for the figure.

B designates a cover or lid for the cavity or
box A’. Tt is slotted at e, so as to pass over
the guide B, as shown in Fig. 1, and then holds
the figure C within the box,with the spring D
under tension. The cover E has a lever-sup-
port, E, pivoted at ¢ in the slotted stock A.
Thelever F has a downwar dly -extending por-
tion, which enters the slot " and lies coinei-
dent with the shoulder or abutment a’, and
when a fire-cracker, F, is placed between the
prOJectlon or abutment a and the shoulder &’
as shown in Fig. 1, the cracker forms a stop
to prevent the cover and its carrying-lever E
E' from movement away from the top of the
box A'.

‘When the fire-cracker F explodes, it will be
detached from the holder by the force of the
explosion, thereby freeing the lever E' and
the cover E, and said lever will then be thrown
forward by the force of the spring D, and the
figure C will be projected upward into the po-
sition shown in Fig. 2.

This fire-cracker holder may be made and
sold at small cost, and forms a very amusmg
toy for the use of children.

‘What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination,with a stock-piece hav-
ing an open box or cavity and stops or abut-
ments arranged opposite each other on the
stock - piece for holding the fire-cracker be-
tween them, of aspring-actuated figure within
the box or cavity, a lid or cover for the box
or cavity, and a lever-support for the lid or
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cover, extending downward and coincident
with the abutment which is adjacent.to. the
box or cavity, and pivoted to the stock-piece

forward of the box or cavity, whereby the 1id

or cover will be held in place above the box

until the fire-cracker explodes, substantially -

as herein deseribed. ) -

2. The combination, with the stock-piece
and box A A’, having shoulders ¢ * arranged
opposite each other on the stock-piece, of the
spring-actuated figure C in the box or cavity,
the lid or cover E; and the lever-support I,

extending downward so as to lie coincident |-
with the shoulder ¢?, and having a forwardly- |

extending portion, pivoted at ¢ to the stock-
piece, substantially as herein described.

2 . 829,068

- 3. The combination, with a stéck and box
A A/, having the shoulders & a® arranged op-
posite each other on the stock, of the guide-
rod B, arranged in and extending above the
box or cavity and its surmounting cap B’, the
figure C, movable on the guide-rod, and the

spring D, arranged below it, the lid or cover

E,-and its lever-support E/, having a down-
wardly-extending portion, which lies coinci-
dent with the shoulder a* and pivoted to the
stock, substantially as herein described.

o _ WILLIAM NUGENT.
Witnesses:
- J. R. P. DREW,
HENRY MCCARTHY,
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