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1. Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:
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5 Claims Nos.: 1-28,30,31,34-37,47-53,55-84
because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3. I:I Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box Il Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
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As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all
searchable claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment
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X D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report
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4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

1-25(part),26-30,31-32(part), 33,34-37(part),47-53(part),55-70(part),71-82,8
3(part),84
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA/ 210

1. Claims: 1-25 (part), 26-30, 31-32(part), 33, 34-37(part),
47-53(part), 55-70 (part), 71-82, 83 (part), 84

A compound of formula (II); a method for simultaneously
identifying and determining the levels of expression of
cystein-containing proteins in normal and perturbed cells
comprising reacting said proteins with a reagent of formula
(II) only; a method for proteomic analysis comprising
reacting a protein sample with a reagent of formula (II); a
process for preparing a fusion protein, wherein the protein
is fused to a reagent of formula (II).

2. Claims: 1-25 (part), 31-32 (part), 34-37 (part), 38-46,
47-53 (part), 54, 55-70(part), 83(part)

A compound of formula (III); a method for simultaneously
identifying and determining the levels of expression of
cystein-containing proteins in normal and perturbed cells
comprising reacting one set of said proteins with a reagent
of formula (III) and reacting the other set of said proteins
with a reagent of formula (III) or with a reagent of formula
(I1); a process for preparing a fusion protein, wherein the
protein is fused to a reagent of formula (II1).

3. Claims: 1-24 (all in part).

A compound of formula (I), excluding the compounds of
formulae (II) and (III).
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ASA/ 21

Continuation of Box I.1

The SEQ ID Nos: 2-16 are compounds of formula (II) (see page 20 paragraph
66), and not examples of the "Link", therefore the subject-matter of
claim 32 is unclear.

It is to be noted that the definition of Ph for the compounds of formula
(III) in claims 45 and 54 (the electron withdrawing groups NO2 and OMe
are in positions ortho and META to the -CH2- group) is different to the
definition of Ph for the compounds of formula (III) in claim 25, 55, 56
and 5; (the electron withdrawing groups are ortho or PARA to the -CH2-
group).

Furthermore, the subject-matter of claim 56 is the same as the
subject-matter of claim 55.

Moreover, the description discloses that the functional group designated
as "1ink" reacts selectively with certain protein functional groups (page
18, paragraph 56 and page 19, paragraph 64); and the description
discloses that "Acyl"™ is a chemical substituent of formula R-C(0)-, where
R is alkyl, aryl or heteroaryl (page 16, paragraph 48). According to the
description, a fusion protein will therefore occur, wherein the protein
js linked to a compound of formula (II) via the "link" functional group,
which is not the case in the embodiments of claims 83 and 84 wherein said
protein is linked to (II) via the "acyl" functional group. Therefore,
these statements in the description imply that the subject- matter for
which protection is sought may be different to that defined by the claims
83 and 84, thereby resulting in lack of clarity (Article 6 PCT) when used
to interpret them.

Continuation of Box I.2

Claims Nos.: 1-28,30,31,34-37,47-53,55-84

Present claims 1-28, 30, 31, 34-37, 47-53 and 55-84 relate to an
extremely large number of possible compounds/methods/process. In fact,
the claims contain so many options, variables and possible permutations
and provisos that a Tack of clarity (and/or conciseness) within the
meaning of Article 6 PCT arises to such an extent as to render a
meaningful search of the claims impossible.

Consequently, the search has been carried out for those parts of the
application which do appear to be clear (and/or concise), namely:

(1) the compounds as disclosed in claims 29, 32 and 33 and in the
description on page 20, paragraphs 66 and 67; on page 35, paragraph 113;
on page 38, paragraph 126; on page 41, paragraph 138; and on page 42,
paragraph 139;

(2) the use of said compounds in a method for identifying and determining
the levels of expression of cysteine-containing proteins in normal and
perturbed cells (see claims 55-70 all in part, and pages 26-27,
paragraphs 77 and 78);

(3) a method for proteomic analysis comprising the use of said compounds
which react with the reactive side-chains of cysteine on the proteins to
be analyzed (claims 71-82 all in part; examples 2-4, 8, 9 and 11 and page

page 1 of 2
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA/ 21(Q

3, paragraph 8) and
(4) a process for preparing a fusion protein comprising said compounds
(claims 83-84 in part).

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international
search report has been established need not be the subject of an
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant
js advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure.
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