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To'all whom st may concern: L

Be it kmowri- that T, Crrrvord G- Kixg; a
citizen' of' the United: States, residing at
Providence, in' the-county of Providence: and
State of Rliode Tsland, have invented certain
new and useful Improvettients' in' Lingerie-
Clasps; of which the followirg: is a specifica-
tion. S T R
My invention: relates to a useful and’ orria-
mental device propdsed to clasp: articles of

lingerie or shoulder straps. ARSI
. Heretofore it has Been attempted to’ clasp

these parts by structures comprising o body
plite with a tongue pivoted thereto and
adapted to'embrice the fabric:strips -This
was found' inadequate’ because* there was no

accommodation for strips of varying widths,

- and because shoulder straps’ when used’ with
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stch: structures’ were' lidble to ‘slide down
from the shoulders of the wedrer, . V¢
" 'The essential objects of my’ inventior are
to overcorne the above: disadvantages; to in-
stire 4 maxinium’ of® stréngth in an inexpen-
sive'structure;, and to/afford & means of ad-

justment adapted’ to accommodate _sﬁripsj or

Tabrics: of different dimensions,  *: B
To the above ends essentially miy inven:

* ton- consists of suth. parts and’ combinations
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of parts ag fall' within' the scope of the ap-

In the accompanying drawings . which
form: a purt of this specification; and which
illustrate the principle of this invention in
the  best' mode now known: to me of applying
the same,

straps upon a human shoulder,
Fig. 2, a plan view of my clasp in closed
position, :
Fig. 8, a front elevation of the same in
open position, A
Fig. 4, a section on line 4—4 of Fig. 2,
Fig. 5, a section on line 5—5 of Fig. 4, and
Figs. 6, 7, and 8, detail views of the parts
disassembled. _
Like - reference characters indicate like

" parts throughout the views.
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- an intermediate portion of t

.66

In the present embodiment of my inven-
tion the assemblage of parts may comprise
in a general way, a body A, and a flexible
member B attachable to the body at one end,
and slidably engageable with the body along

e flexible mem-
ber. = : ‘ - ,
In the construction illustrated the body A

front and: back walls.

e oon e o o Attached to.the body or casiy
Figre 1, is'a f¥ont elevation, on a'réduced ~or other flexible member B. T this instance
scale, of my novel device engaging shoulder

“and ¢ and in slidable contact

consists of a curved casing comprising. a
front wall ¢;.a back wall d and’ a side wall. e.
The:wall' ¢is integral with or soldered to the
end of'the side wall ¢. In the center of the
wall ¢ is a tubular post. f extending to. the
front. wall, forming a. recess or socket: The
wall'of ‘the.post is provided intermediate-its
Tength with a transversely disposed. oblong
slot'g.. - The wall e has: openings 4 and. i at
one end, and’ intermediate the length. of the
body“‘iujitgjlbwe'r‘portivgn_respectively. :

Fixed to orintegral with the front or back
wall of the Body, in this case the front wall,

is'a curved abutment j adjacent the opening

%, which® preferably contacts with.both the
‘ A resilient member,
indicated in & general manner by the refer-
ence letter K, and shown in detail in Fig. 8,
is'provided.. This rests within the body or
casing A, and if preferred may be fixed by
solder or otherwise to the wall ¢ at %, an
intermediate portion. This' member in, the
present’ instance' comprises a single piece of

bent: wire' to economically form two spring

elements as: follows: One free end 7 of ‘the.

member K constitutes one ‘spring, element,
and consists of a preferably flat curved arm,
while-the second. free end’ or spring element
consists of a curved arm m Wwith intermediate
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spring loopsiz and o, terminating in a finger

p-which passes tlirough the slot g somewhat
tangentially of the post 7. The finger and
the' loops: are vertically ‘dispesed or trans-
versely of the remainder of the member K.
or:casing: is the.chain
the chain has ‘upon one end a handle or

pendant ¢, and attached at its opposite end
to the base plate » of a rounded projection

‘s provided with an enlarged end or head s’.

This projection is adapted to enter the cav-
ity, formed in the tubular post f wherein it
is detachably engaged by the member .
The chain B passes through the openings 4
with the abut-
ment j and the spring element I, whereby
sufficient frictional resistance is furnished
to retain the chain.

" The operation of my device is as follows:

The body A of the device which may be

chased or ornamented with stones if desired

is positioned in front of the fabric which in’

this case consists of two lingerie shoulder
straps ¢. The member B is passed around
the straps, ‘and the projection s is snapped
into the cavity in the back of -the body.
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The pendant member ¢-is next manually
drawn downwardly to make the loop formed
by the chain B of the desired dimensions to
accommodate the particular width of strap
to which the device is applied.

I claim,—

1.-In a lingerie clasp, a body provided

with “spaced openings upon one side of its
axial center, a flexible member slidably en-
gageable through said openings with the
body and an inwardly extended member
between said openings over which said flexi-
ble member slides and is given frictional
resistance, and ‘a resilient member in said
body acting on said flexible member to press
it against said inwardly extended member.

2. In a lingerie clasp, a body provided
with spaced- openings upon one side of its

‘axial center, a flexible member slidably en-

gageable through said openings with the
body and an inwardly extended member be-

tween said openings over which said flexible

member slides and is given frictional resist-
ance, and a resilient member in said body
acting on said flexible member to press it
against said inwardly extended member,
said. body being formed with a slotted axial

‘tubular post and said resilient member. hav-
" ing a free end extended through the slot in

said post. T

8. In a lingerie clasp, a body  provided
with spaced openings upon one side .of.its
axial center, a flexible member slidably en-
gageable through said openings with the

‘body and an inwardly. extended member

between said openings over which said flexi-
ble member slides and is given frictional
resistance, a vesilient member in said body
acting on said flexible member to press it
against said inwardly extended member,
said body being formed with a slotted axial
tubular post and said resilient member hav-
ing a free end extended through the slot in

‘Co_pies of this patent may be! obtained for

1,280,287

said post, and-a-plate carried by one end of
the flexible member and having a projection
adapted .to enter said post and be engaged
by the free end of said resilient member.
4..In a lingerie clasp, the combination of
a body provided with:a cavity and with
spaced lateral openings, a removable plate,
a projection on the plate adapted to enter
the cavity; resilient means in the body ex-
tending into the cavity to engage the projec-
tion, a flexible member attached to the plate
and slidable in the body through the open-
ings, and a curved abutment within the
body on which said flexible mewmber bears
between said openings. G
5. In a lingerie clasp, the: combination of
a body provided with a cavity and with
spaced lateral openings, a member provided
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with a projection. detachably seated ‘in the -

cavity, a flexible member' connscled at one

end with the first named member exterior

of the body and passing through the open-
ings, a curved abutment. in the body between
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sald openings and on which said flexible -

member bears, and a spring in the body fric-
tionally engaging the flexible member be-
tween the openings. ‘ e

6. In a lingerie:clasp, the combination of
a hollow body provided with a cavity in its
back and with a transverse slot opening into
an intermediate  portion of the cavity, and
provided with openings in.its side spaced
from each - other, a projection adapted to
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enter the cavity, a.chain slidable thrcugh the

openings in the body and connected to the
projection, aud a spring.in the body com-
prising an arm seated in..the slot and en-
gageable with the projection, -and an arm
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engageabls with the chain within the body

between the openings. o
In testimony whereof I have affixed my

signature... RN
‘ : . CLIFFORD G. KING..

five cents each, by Iag‘id.ressing the “Commissioner of P?.‘qents_,

Washington, D. C.”



