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To all whom it may concern: :

Be it known that I, WiLLiAm R. WHITE, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Neoga, Cumberland county, Illinois, have in-
vented a new and useful Improvement in Se-
curing Deviees for Gates, of which the follow-
ing is a speecification.

- My invention relates to improvements in
gate-securing devices, and has for its object
the provision of a device of the class named

- adapted to fulfill a twofold fanction—viz., a
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lock to hold a gate-latch (when the gate is in
its closed position) against movement on its
pivot when in normal engagement with the
catch of alocking-post, and a lock to continue
the gate insuch closed position whensaid latch
is released from its ¢atch by the upward move-
ment of the gate.

To the above ends my invention consists in
the construction of the locking device and in
its combination with a gate and its lateh, sub-
stantially as hereinafter set forth, and illus-
trated inthe accompanying drawings, wherein:
similar figures of reference denote similar
parts. :

In said drawings, Figure 1 represents in ele-
vation a portion of a longitudinally-movable
gate and its locking-post, partly broken away
to show the gate-latch in connection with its
catch and the application of my improvement
to said latech. Fig. 2 is a similar elevation
showing the forward end of the gate raised, its
latch released from the cateh, and the manner
of maintaining the gatein a closed position at
such time. Fig. 3 representsin elevation the
parts shown in Figs. 1and 2,showing the gate
partly closed and the latch thereof free from
contact with my improved securing device

and swung upward by contact with its catch.

Fig. 4 is an elevation of my improved gate-se-

curing device detached from the gate, and

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of said device.
In the present embodiment of my invention
I have shown a longitudinally-movable gate,
1, of the usual construction, provided with a
pivoted upwardly-swinging latch, 2, the for-
wardly-projecting end 3 of which is provided
with a notch, 4, to engage a catch, 5, secured
to the locking-post, to hold the gate in a closed
position. A stop, 7, secured to the forward

vertical reil, 8, of the gate, serves to limit the

downward movement of the lateh. To the
rail 8, above the lateh, is pivoted a latch-se-
curing device comprising a straight body, 9,
having at one end an aperture to receive a piv-
otal pin and at the other end laterally-pro-
jecting curved arms 11 and 12, the forward
arm, 11, being somewhat shorter than the arm
12 and adapted (when the gate is raised ab its
forward end) to engage a stop, 10, npon the
post 6 above the catch 5, (see Fig. 2,) for a
purpose hereinafter set forth.

The arm 12 of the securing device serves as
a handle wherewith to swing said device rear-
wardly to remove it from contact with the

latch when the latter is to be raised, as shown.

in Fig. 3.

By reference to Figs. 1 and 2 it will be ob-
served that the lower end of the securing de-
vice rests upon the latch when the latter isin
its normal position, and that the latch cannot
therefore be raised until said device is swung
rearwardly to the position shown in Fig. 3,
either by eontact with the stop 10 when the
gate is being closed, or by hand, as above
stated.

In the act of closing the gate the arm 11 of
the securing device and the inclined forward
end of the latch 2 will be simultaneously
brought into contact with the stop 10 and
catch 5, respectively, whereby the former will
be swung backward and the latter raised. (See
Fig. 3.) Further movement of the gate will
bring the notch 4 of the latch into engagement
with the catch b, at which time the arm 11 of
the securing device will pass below the stop
10, and the lower end of said device will en-
gage the upper edge of the lateh, (see Fig. 1,)
and thus serve to hold said latch against acei-
dental displacement. Should the forward end
of the gate thus latched be raised by stock, as
is sometimes the case, such action would,while
releasing the notch 4 from engagement with
the cateh 5, also bring the arm 11 into engage-
ment with the stop 13, (see Fig. 2,) thereby
maintaining the gate in its closed position.
Toraise the latch, the seeuring deviceisswung
rearwardly, as hereinbefore stated.

Modifications in detail of construction may
be made in the within-deseribed invention
without departing from the spirit or sacrific-
ing the advantages thereof. I therefore claim
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the right to make any and all such changes
and: alterations therein asshall properly fall
within the scope and limit of said invention.

T claim—

1. The combination, with a gate-latch, of a
securing device pivoted to the gate; compris-
ing a body arranged to confact with saidlateh
to prevent movement thereof .and provided
with laterally-projecting arms at the end eon:
tacting with the lateh, substantially: as. de-
seribed,

2. The: combination, with a gate-post hav-
ing a transverse stop and a gate moving lon-
gitudinally to and from the said post, of a se-
cnring: deviee consisting: of a pivoted pendent
body and an.arm:beut upward to engage said ¢
stop, substantially as described.

3. Thecombination, with a gate, itslocking-
post, and:a stopssecured to:said post, of a gate-
lateh and ‘a sccuring device pivoted: to :said
gate and: provided with projecting: carved
arms, one of :whieh is adapted to engage said
stop when the gate is raised, substantially as
deseribed.

4. The combination, witl a gate;: its:lateh,
a'locking-post having o catch to engage said
lateh, and a stop above said eateh, of a sccur-

ing device pivoted to said gate and arranged
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to: contact with said lately .and provided with
a laterally-projecting curved arm: to: engage
the stop when: the lateli is released from:its
catch by the npward movement: of ‘the gate,
substantially as described.

5.:In a gate, a securing device piveted to
said gate and comprising a body having lat-
erally -projecting: enrved arms,in combination
with a gate:lateh and a locking-post having
catch to engage said latch, and a:stop to en-
gagesaid seccuring device, substantially as de-
seribed.

6. A gate, o latch piveled thereto, and a
securing deviee pivoted to said gate above said
lateh to ‘hold . said lateh stationary and:pro-
vided : with ‘laterally - projecting: unequally-
curved arms, in combination with: a locking:
post, & catch thercon to engagesaidlateh, and

a stop above said cateh to engage one arm of

said securing device when ' the gate is raised,
substantially as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to:this speecificationin the presence of two sub-
sceribing witnesses.

WAL ROWHITE.

WWilnesses:

DENzZIL J. CooLLY,
0 Vo MANATT.
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