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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, EDWIN ANDERsON, a citizen of the United States, and resident of 

the city of Seattle, county of King, and 
State of Washington, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Can-Open 
ers, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 

This invention relates to improvements in 
can openers, and more particularly to de 
vices of that character for opening cans by 
cutting the ends from the body portions by 
a circumferential cut through the can wall. The principal object of the invention is to 
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provide a can opener of this character com 
prising an advancing and a cutting roller 
which are adapted to be clamped in opposed 
relation against opposite sides of the flange 
or seam of a can, in such manner that the 
cutting disk or roller will sever the can wall 
and the can will be revolved against the 
cutter by revolving the advancing roller. 
A further object of the invention is to 

provide a device of this character wherein 
the rollers are mounted at the ends of piv 
otally connected handles whereby.they may 
be clamped against the opposite sides of a 
can's flange, and wherein the advancing 

30 

85 

40 

45 

50 

55 

roller is revolved by suitable crank mecha 
nism. - 

Another object of the invention is to pro 
- vide cutting rollers of a novel character, 
comprising guide and depth flanges for 
guiding the device while it is being used and 
for limiting the depth to which the cutting 
disk may enter the can wall. 
In accomplishing these and other objects 

of the invention I have provided theim 
proved details of construction, the preferred 
forms of which are illustrated in the ac 
companying drawings, wherein 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of can 
opener constructed according to the present 
invention, as applied to the end flange of a 
can to be opened. 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged end view of the 
same, looking toward the end of the can. 

Fig. 3 is a side view of the opener, partly 
in section and illustrating the manner in 
which the cutting disk and advancing roller 
are applied to the can. 

Fig. 4 is a fragmental view of the same, 
showing an alternative cutting roller con 
struction. . . . . . . 

Referring more in detail to the several 

views of the drawings wherein like refer 
ence characters designate like parts, 

1 and 2 designate coöperating gripping 
handles, pivotally connected near their 
outer ends by a pin, or rivet 3. Both of the 
handles are turned laterally at about the 
pivot point so that their inner ends are 
spaced apart in a line that extends substan 
tially in the direction of the handles. 

Rotatably mounted at the end of the lat 
erally turned end portion of the handle 1 is 
a cutting disk.4, provided on its upper side 
and closely adjacent the cutting edge with 
a circumferential shoulder 5 which serves 
to limit the cutting edge in entering the can 
wall. 

Revolubly mounted in a bearing portion 
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7 at the end of the laterally turned portion 
of the handle 2 is a shank 8 which, at its 
lower end has an advancing roller 9 fixed 
thereto and at its upper end is threaded to 
receive the head end 10 of a crank 11 which 
may be actuated to revolve the advancing 
roller, which has a substantially - wide 
peripheral edge which is knurled or rough 
ened so that it will not slip on the flange 
when revolved thereagainst. 
The cutting roller 4 and the advancing 

roller 9 are mounted in such relation to each 
other that they may be clamped against op 
posite sides of the end flange of a can, as is 
illustrated particularly in Fig. 3, and the 
cutting disk may be pressed against the can 
wall with sufficient force to cut through the 
Wall to the depth provided by the placing 
of the shoulder 5. It is preferred to mount 
the advancing roller in a plane that is in 
clined somewhat with respect to the plane of 
the roller 4 to facilitate its operation. 

In Fig. 4 I have illustrated an alternative 
form of cutting roller construction which 
provides for gaging the distance of the cut 
from the end of the can and the depth that 
the cut may enter. In this, construction the 
cutting roller comprises an upper peripheral 
flange 12 which is adapted to extend beyond 
the cutting edge 13 of the roller and to 
overlie the end of the can. The cutting edge 
is located about the center of the roller and 
just above a shorter peripheral flange 14 at 
the lower edge of the roller. The flange 14 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 

100 

105 

serves to limit the depth to which the cutter 
may enter the can wall while the upper 
flange gages the distance that the cut is to 
be made from the end of the can, 10 
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In the first construction described, the 
cutting roller is set so that the can wall will 
be severed just below the end wall of the 
can, while in the latter case the cutting edge 
is spaced from the upper flange 12 so that 
the overturned portion of the material which 
forms the end wall of the can is severed and 
the body of the can is left intact. 
In using the device, to open a can, the 

handles are opened apart so that the rollers 
may be applied to the opposite sides of the 
flange of the can and they are clamped 
thereagainst by tightly gripping and draw 
ing the handles together. The crank 11 is 
then rotated to advance the can against the 
cutter which enters and cuts the can wall to 
the depth permitted by the shoulder 5, and 
when the cut has been made about the can 
the top can be removed. 

It is apparent that such a can opener is 
simple in construction and in operation ard 
can be applied to cans of different size with 
out adjustment and will sever the wall in a 
clean cut edge. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

... I claim as new therein and desire to secure 
by Letters-Patent is: . 

1. A can opener comprising pivotally con 
nected handles, a cutting disk revolubly 
mounted at the end of one of said handles, 
an advancing roller mounted at the end of 
the other handle in opposed relation to the 
cutting disk; said advancing roller and disk 
being adapted to be clamped by the handles 
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against opposite sides of a can flange and 
means for rotating the advancing roller, for 
the purpose set forth. 

2. A can opener of the character described 
comprising a pair of pivotally connected 
handles, an advancing roller revolubly 
mounted at the end of one of said handles, 
a cutting disk revolubly mounted at the end 
of the opposite handle in opposed relation 
to the roller said roller and disk being 
adapted to be clamped by the handles 
against opposite sides of an edge can flange 
to press the cutter through the can wall, a 
peripheral shoulder on the cutting disk for 
limiting the depth of the cut made thereby 
and a crank for revolving the advancing 
roller for the purpose set forth. 

3. In a can opener of the character de 
scribed comprising a pair of pivotally con 
nected handles, a revoluble advancing roller 
mounted at the end of one of said handles, 
a cutting disk revolubly mounted at the 
end of the opposite handle; said roller and 
cutter being adapted to be clamped against 
opposite sides of a can end flange by the 
Said handles; the said cutting disk having an extending peripheral flange at its upper edge 
adapted to overlie the can end to guide the 
cutter and a shorter flange at its lower edge 
for gaging the depth of the cut. 
Signed at Seattle, Washington, this 10th 

day of April, 1920. 

EDWIN ANDERSON. 
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