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(54) A plastic bag for containing bread and other foodstuffs and bundles of such bags

(57)  Anplastic bag (1) for containing bread and other

foodstuffs comprises an upper band (5) detachable (9 9 (5
from the bag body and provided with at least two holes 3 é) ) 3
(9) for hanging a bundle (3) of said bags. The bag fur- }
ther provides for a kidney-shaped cutout (11) accom- T T T T
plishing the function of a handle and a number of : E \7
venting micro holes (13) in the bag body for allowing the i ! | 19
air passage. A plurality of bags are packaged in form of ; Q‘[—J
a bundle to be hung and from which single bags can be ! 1. ..
removed by tearing. L I
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Description

The present invention is concerned with plastic
bags for containing bread and other foods.

As itis known at present there are widely used plas-
tic bags for containing bread and other foodstuffs, and
such usage has brought about a wide and often
improper spreading of such bags with the consumers.

This wholesale use caused many positive conse-
quences such as the control of the plastic material used
in manufacturing the bags, the use of biodegradable
plastics and so on. Nevertheless the known plastic bags
are still affected by some drawbacks that render their
use not completely satisfactory.

It is therefore an object of the present invention to
provide improved bread and foodstaffs bags that
besides having the above mentioned properties, are
easy to be stored and employed, and offer additional
features not previously allowed by the known bags.

This object is achieved through a bag as claimed in
claim 1. Additional advantageous features are recited in
the dependent claims.

The invention will now be disclosed with more
details with reference to the attached drawings that illus-
trate a preferred but not limiting embodiment of the
invention. In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a front view of a bundle of bags in accord-
ance with the invention;

Fig. 2 is a side view of the bundle in Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a front view of a single bag that has been
detached from the bundle of Fig. 1;

Fig. 4 is a perspective view showing a sligthly open
bag.

As it is shown in the Figures, and particularly in Fig.
4, a bag 1 according to the invention is formed as a flat
sack of plastic material with two faces joined by folded
portions to define a receptacle with a mouth. Openings
formed as cutouts 11 shaped like a kidney are formed in
the upper portions of the bag to accomplish the function
of a handle.

The bag surface below the handle 11 is punctured
by a large number of very small holes or micro holes 13
allowing the passage of air for a better preservation of
the foodstuff.

As an example the density of such venting micro
holes is comprised between 50 and 100 holes/dm? and
preferably between 60 and 80 holes/dm?

The bag 1 further comprises an upper band or strip
5 used to collect the bags in bundles 3 and provided
with at least two holes 9 for hanging the so formed bun-
dles 3 at an easy reachable location. The band 5 is
joined to the bag proper by a perforated tear off line 7 of
punctured holes or slits to facilitate the detaching by
tearing of a single bag 1 from the bundle 3 of packaged
bags.

The plastic material of the bags is preferably trans-
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parent and can be heat sealed, is biodegradable and
resistant to both cold and heat (from about -40°C to
about 110°C in water) without being altered, thus allow-
ing to store the foodstuffs and the bag in a freezer.

More particularly such plastic material is preferably
a sheet of high density polythene, with a thickness com-
prised between 18um and 22um.

The main features the bags according to the inven-
tion are the following:

- they can be packaged in bundles with their opening
side upwards, and are provided with a tear off line
to allow the removal of a single bag from the bundle
by tearing;

- the bag comprises an upper band or strip provided
with at least two holes for hanging a bundle of pack-
aged bags in a easily accessible location, said tear
off line joining the bags proper to such hanging
band;

- a kidney-shaped cutout to be used as a handle is
formed in the bag upper portion;

- the body of each bag below the handle is provided
with micro holes for allowing air passage;

- the plastic material from which the bag is made is
heat sealable, biodegradable and resistant to both
cold and heat (from about -40°C to about 110°C in
water) without being altered, thus allowing the stor-
ing of both the bag and the contained foodstuffs in
a freezer.

Claims

1. A plastic bag (1) for containing bread and other
foodstuffs, characterized in that it comprises:

an upper portion (5) detachable from the bag
body and provided with at least two holes (9)
for hanging a bundle (3) of said bags;

an opening (11) shaped like a kidney to accom-
plish the function of a handle formed below
said detachable upper portion (5); and

a number of venting micro holes (13) in the bag
body for allowing the air passage;

the plastic material from which said bag is
made being resistant from about -40°C to
about 110°C in water without being altered.

2. Abag as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that
the density of said holes (13) is comprised between
50 and 100 holes/dm? and preferably between 60
and 80 holes/dm?.

3. Abagasclaimed in claims 1 and 2, characterized in
that said plastic material is a sheet of high density
polythene, with a thickness comprised between
18um and 22um.

4. A bag as claimed in claim 3, characterized in that
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said upper portion (5) is formed as a band joined to
the bag proper by a tear off line (7) of punctured
holes.

A bundle of superimposed plastic bags (1) for con- 5
taining bread and other foodstuffs as claimed in any
of claims 1 to 4.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 0 878 407 A1

- ———
w}. E——
L
r—
wn -
™

! \ / 0

- - . - - - - - - - - - - - “

L ~—}— |

- - - . - - - - - - - - - - - -~ - - - "

t

- - - - - - - - - - - - —

1

» SR W e e e

(-mv

1.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1

1

- - - - - - - - - -~ - - - - - —

1

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - "

!

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1

|

e e e . ———— —— —— T ——— e ——— e P e A e Y D e e e e S A _

1

|

- - 1

- - .« - - - - |

1
|

FIG. 2

FIG. T



EP 0 878 407 A1

< / )
. - . - . - . . . » - - - . - - . . . Y “

|

. - - . . LY - » . - - - . - 2] - » - - - “

1] - - . . - - - - - . . . - - - - . - “

|

T T T T T — T T T T T T T T T TR T e, T T 1'.!'.___
a - - - - . - - - - - - - - - - - - “

. - - - - - - - - - - a - - - o - - “

t

!

- - . - - - - - - - - - - - - - a - - _

|

. - - - - - - - . - - - - - . - - - - - - _

|

- - - . - . - . - . - - - . - - - . - - _

I

P e e e e e e e e e e et 2 s e e e e e e _
l_

!

) . - . . - . - . - - - 1

. - - Ad - - - - 4 - - - -~ - “

I

. - - - - - - - - . - - - - - - "

i

FIG.3



EP 0 878 407 A1

- g ———— .1 ya
A .4 N - . e . .
- - - - L] . - - .
- - - - - - . . - - a - - - -

- - - - - - -

- - - - - -+ - - - - . - - -

- - . - - - - - - . - +
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
[ - - - - . - . - - - - - - - -

S e S

SR |

FIG. 4



EPO FORM 1503 03.82 (P04CO1)

EP 0 878 407 A1

.0)) z::::ea" Pate"  EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT

Application Number

EP 98 10 4328

DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT
Catego Citation of document with indication, where appropriate, Relevant CLASSIFICATION OF THE
gory of relevant passages to claim APPLICATION (Int.C1.6)
Y WO 93 08720 A (CRAMCO) 13 May 1993 1-5 B65D33/00
* page 2, line 18 - line 33; figures 1,2 * B65D33/01
-— B65D33/08
Y WO 93 22207 A (DOWBRANDS) 11 November 1993 [1-5
* page 1, paragraph 1 *
* page 2, line 35 - line 36; claim 8 =*
A FR 2 655 313 A (PAPETERIES DU ROUCAS 1,3
BLANC) 7 June 1991
* page 1, line 11 - line 15 *
* page 3, line 21 - Tline 23 *
* page 3, line 34 - Tine 36 *
A FR 2 381 673 A (INTERMAS) 22 September 1
1978
* page 2, line 15 - line 19; figure 1 *
A FR 2 258 321 A (BREVETEAM) 18 August 1975 |1
* page 1, line 1 - line 7 *
A FR 2 582 625 A (DALADOIRE) 5 December 1986 |1 TECHNICAL FIELDS
* fi gure 1 % SEARCHED {Int.C1.6)
————— B65D
B65B
The present search report has been drawn up for all claims
Place of search Dats of completion of the search Examiner
BERLIN 18 August 1998 Spettel, J
CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS T : theory or principle undertying the invention
€ : earlier patent document, but published on, or
X : particularly relevant if taken alone after the filing date
Y : particularly relevant if combined with another D : document cited in the application
document of the same category L : document cited for other reasons
Atechnological background e e st e
O : non-written disclosure & : member of the same patent family, corresponding
P : intermediate document document




	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report

