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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

JOHN H. WAHL, OF UNION CITY, OHIO, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HATLE TO 
SOLOMON S. RIFFLE, OF ANSONIA, OHIO. 

|LATCH. 

SPECTFTCATION forming part Of Tetters Patent, No. 579,852, dated March 80, 1897. 
Application filed July 14 1896, Serial No, 599,146, (N0 m0del.) 

Z0 ?zZZ ??°7%07??, Zé 77?¢¢/ c07z¢é27°72* 
Be it knOWn that I, JOHN H. WAHT, a, Citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Union 
City, in the county of IDarke and State of 
Ohio, ha)We imwented certain new and useful 
ImprOWements in I,atches; and I do hereby 
declare the folloWing to be a full, clear, and 
exact description of the invention, such as 
Will enable Others skilied in the art, to which 
it appertainS t0 make and use the Same. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

latches, and has Special reference to a latch 
for SWing and Sliding doors, one object being 
the prOW|ision of a latch Which can be utilized 
upon a, SWinging door OI' upon a sliding door 
and Which Will perform both functions in a 
perfect manner. 
Another object of my in Wention is the pr0 

wision of a latch Which will lock the door both 
at tOp and bottom and Which cannot accidem 
tally become detached under any condition. 
Another object of my in wention is the pro 

wision. Of a latGh Which is especially desirable 
for barn, Stable, factory, or like heavy dOOrS 
and Which is the embodiment of simplicity, durability, cheapmeSS, and efficiency. 
The inWention consists of a latch embody 

ing nOWel features of construction and com 
bination of partS, Substantially as disclosed 
herein. 
Figure 1 repreSentS a perspectiwe wieW of a 

SWimging doOr and casing equipped with my 
'latch. I'ig. 2 representS a, perspective wieW 
of a Sliding doOr equipped . With my latch. 
F'ig. 8 representS a, Sectional wieW of the de 
WiceS in latched position on the SWinging 
dOOr, and F'ig. 4 representS a detail wieW of 

· ·my Combined latch detached. 
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Im the draWings, A designates a Swinging 
door, and B designates the casing thereof, 
in connection. With which I use my iatch, 
Which consistS of the latch-lewer C, fulcrumed 
in plate |ID, Secured in Opening B; in the door 
near the upper and loWer portion, hawing the 
hooked inner endS H', adapted by grawity to 
engage the lockS Or keeperS G, 'Secured to 
the caSing, and the latches are connected by 
meanS Of a Wire, chain, COrd, wood, stick, or 
any other dewice H, and to release them I 
prOwide the Wire, chain, cord, Wood, Stick, or 
any other dewice J, connected to the upper 
|latch-lewer at K, and hawing a finger-loop J 
for ' eaSy manipulation of the Wire, chain, | 

| cord, wood, Stick, Or other dewice to release 
the la,tCh. ? 

It Will be observed that the latches are piw 
Oted in the door and are COnnected and that 
When the door is closed they ride ower the 
keepers and fall into engagement thereWith 
by gra.wity and thus Securely latch the door, 
and to release them it is Simply meCeSSary to 
pull doWn upon the Wire, chain, cord, WOOd, 
stick, Tod, or other dewice Which lifts the 
hooks from the keeperS and alloWS the open 
ing of the door and latching Operation to be 
automatic. ? 

In the form used for Sliding doors I employ 
the Same meanS; but the latch-leWers are pro 
wided each. With an arm M, Which extends at 
a, right angle to the other latch and is formed 
With a h00k N, adapted t0 engage a keeper 
O, Secured to the Casing, and in this case I 
prOwide a, Combined Sliding and SWinging 
door latch, the One latch being capable of use 
upon both kinds of dOOrS. 
With the sliding-door latch the door is slid 

closed and the hookS drop into the keepers 
and latch the door, and to open it the hand 
Wire, chain, cord, WO0d, Stick, TOd, or other 
dewice is pulled doWn as in the other form of 
my latch. 

I claim 
1. The combination. With the door hawing 

the open caSingS at the top and bottom there 
of, the latches pivoted or mounted in said 
casingS and connected together on the inside, 
a lewer or arm On the upper latch projecting 
on the 0utSide of the dOOr, a hand Connection 
Secured to said arm for mowing the latches 
simultaneously, and keeperS adapted to be 
engaged by Said latcheS. 

2. The combination of the upper and loWeI' 
connected latches, one hawing a lewer or arm, 
a hand COnnection for mowing the latches, an 
auxiliary or Supplemental latch carried b 
Said latches and arranged at a right angle 
thereto, and keepers to engage either of Said 
latcheS Whereby the latches may be used upon 
a, Sliding Or SWimging door. 
Im testimony Whereof I affix my Signature 

in presence of tWO WitineSSeS. 
JOHIN TH. WAHT. 

~ WitineSSeS: 

GEO. WELLS SMITH, 
JNO. W. WATIKER. 
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