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This-invéntion telates to improvements in earring con-
struétion.

In applicant’s copending application, Serial No. 186,761,
filed- September:26, 1950, now Patent-Number 2,668,341,
paténted February 9, 1954, several forms of ‘adjustable
spring clips-for earrings were described-and - illustrated:
Subsequently, it was found that- with modification, the
spring -clips-of : the aforesaid application could- be both
pivotally Jocked in-the earring frame and readily adapted
for either-pierced or unpierced ears in coaction with ad-
justable slides for varying the position of the earring on
the ear-lobe. - At present, most earrings are manufactured
for-unpierced-ears. - Frequently, the purchaser has pierced
ears-and: wishes immediate’ delivery of €arrings suitable
therefor. Fowever, the. vendor . is unable- to make im-
mediate delivery because ‘the- otherwise acceptable ear-
rings have: to: be-sent.back to the manufacturer for alter-
ation. The:manufacturer, in turn, is required:to: do much
work:in: order-to.adapt. the. returned: earrings- to- pierced
ears.

It is:am-object of the instant invention:to disclose.an.ear-
ring in.which the tension of the spring. clip :can.be-varied
while. at the, same time being secured-against falling, qut.

Another. object. is. to-disclose, an. earring in- which- the.
spring clip is especially designed.for.use with-pierced ears.

An, additional. object, is. to disclose. earrings, quickly
adapted to-either pierced.or.unpierced ears.

A further object is, to disciose. earrings quickly and.
properly. adapted, to, ears. in. which. the piercing.has. been
other than uniform.

Other. objects: of; the. instant .invention. will become. ap-
parent in-the.course of, the following specification,,

" In, the. attainment of. the- aforesaid. objectives, the: im-.
proved earring. is made. in, five. forms. In. each. form, a,
spring_clip. of; special design, is. pivotally, secured. at, one.
end of a base member, and locked: therein,  An upstands.
ing ornament arm is secured, at the opposite end of the.
base member and coacts with the.spring clip in the closed
position thereof. In the.first four forms, of the.improved,
earring, an adjustable slide is secured. in_ any. desired. posi-
tion on the ornament, arm by.spring tension means, while.
in, the fifth form the slide is secured by clamping means,
In the first form, the slide is constituted of interlocking
members-on the side of the spring clip, one of the. mem-
bers carrying a ‘wire designed to be inserted through the
pierced-ear-andithence through the spring clip in the closed
position thereof. In the second form, the slide- has a
threaded opening- on- the side of ‘the spring clip -for ‘the
removable attachment of-a disc which also carries a wire
designed ‘to-be-insetted through the pierced: ear and: the
spring clip.. In. the.third: form, the slide is. designed. -for-
the:removable insertion.of-a resilient'member. for use:with.
either-piereed or unpierced ears. In. the. fourth form, the.
slide is equipped with an eccentrically ‘mounted wire. for
insertion. thrqugh pierced-ears where the piercing has,been
other -than. uniform and, finally. through. the. spring. clip,
The fifth form differs from the. previously mentioped- first;
four forms substantially in that the slide equipped: with g
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wire for passing through the pierced ear lobe is held by
clamping means in any desired position on the ornament
arm rather than by the spring tension means of the first
four forms.

The invention will appear more clearly. from the fal-
lowing. detailed_description. when taken , in; conjunction
with the accompanying drawings showing by way. of exam-
ple the preferred embodiments of the inventive concept,

In the drawings: '

Figures 1-11 show the first form,of the improved éar-
ring with adjustable slide. for pierced ears comstructed in
accordance with the principles of this invention, and in
which: ‘

Figure 1 is a side view of the earring;

Figure 2 is a right end view of the earring shown in
Figure 1; ‘

Figure 3 is a left end view of “the earting shown in
Figure 1; ’ ‘

Figure 4 is a sectional view along 4-—4 of* Figure 3
but on an enlarged.scale; '

Figure 5 is a sectional view along 5—35 of. Figure 2,
also enlarged; )

Figure 6 is a’ sectional, view along 6—6 of Figure 1,
likewise enlarged;

Figure 7 is a side view of the adjustable slide for pierced
ears. removed from the earring shown in Figure 1;

Figure 8 is a side view of the female member of the,
slide shown in Figure 7;

Figure 9 is a left end view. of the female member shown
in Figure §;

Figure 10-is a side' view of the male member of the
slide shown in Figure 7;,

Figure 11 is a right end view of the female member
of:the slide shown in Figure 7;

Figure 12 is an, exploded perspective view of ‘the. se¢-
ond, form of adjustable slide for pierced ears, enlarged,

Figures 13=15-show the third: form. of adjustable slide
for either pierced or unpierced ears, and, in which;,

Figure 13'is a side view ‘of the slide, enlarged; S

Figure 14 is.a left end view of the slide shown in Fig-
ure 13; and o ‘ '

Figure 15 is a side view of a resilient member designed
for removable insertion in the slide shown in Figures 13
and-14; :

Figures 16 and 17 show the fourth form of adjustable
slide for cases where the piercing of the ears has been
other than uniform, and-in which:

Figure 16 is an end: view of the slide, enlarged; and

Figure 17-is a plan view of the slide shown in Figure T6..

Figures 18-21; show the fifth form of adjustable slide,
for pierced-gars, and-in which: i

Figure 18-is a side view of the adjustable slide, in part,
section and-on an enlarged-scale; ' »

Figure 19 is a sectional view along 19-—19 of Figure

?

Figure 20 is 'a side view, of the earring shown in Figure.
1 with the adjustable slide shown in Figure 18 inserted;
and ‘

Figure 21 is
Figure 20. :

Referring now in greater ‘detail to ‘the first form of the
improved earring shown in Figures 1-11, where like refer-
ence numerals indicate like parts, reference numeral 30
indicates-the earring frame, and 31-the adjustable slide for
the.frame.

The earring frame 30.is constituted: of the base member-
32, the spring clip:33; and the upstanding. ofnament. ari-
3 e A

The base meimber. 32:at 'the. back: has two upwardly di-
rected and aligned studs.35:and-36:through which aligned:
openings.are formed;

The:spring clip 33:s.constituted of a resilient top memiy:

a left ‘end view of the earring shown in.



ber 37 designed to coact with the back of the ear lobe,
Depending from each side of the top member 37 are the
resilient side members 38 and 39 which are turned out-
wardly adjacent the -bottom and pivotally inserted in. the
previously mentioned aligned openings in the studs 35 and
36. Also depending from the top member 37 is the. re-
silient tongue 40 which extends downwardly between the
side members with the bottom of the tongue over the edge
of a polygonal nut 61 (Fig. 4) eccentrically and pivotally
secured to the top surface of the base member 32 inter-
mediate the studs 35 and 36 and below the aligned open-
ings therein.

The polygonal nut 61 for varying the tension of the
tongue and thence of the spring clip against the back of
the ear Iobe in the closed position is described and illus-
trated in detail in the aforementioned copending applica-
tion, Serial No. 186,761, However, since the polygonal
nut 61 is eccentrically mounted below the aligned openings
in the studs, that is, below the outwardly turned ends of
the side- members 38 and 39 of the spring clip, the side
members were found to have a tendency to fall out of the
aligned openings. Of course, the eccentrically mounted
polygonal nut can not be extended upwardly and still be
rotated for varying the tension of the tongue because
of the outwardly turned bottoms of the side members.
Hence, a disc 62 (Fig. 4) with a perimeter within that
of the polygonal nut is fastened to the top surface of the
nut and extended upwardly between the outwardly turned
bottoms of the side members to lock the pivotal ends
thereof in the aligned openings of the studs but leaving
the nut free for turning. In the top surface of the disc
62 is a slot 63, so that the polygonal nut can be rotated
by the disc when it is desired to vary the tension of the
tongue while still locking the bottoms of the side members
in the aligned openings.

In the tongue 40 is a longitudinal slot 41 (Fig. 3)
through which the inner end of the wire inserted through
the pierced ear is passed when the clip is in the closed
position, as shown by the full lines in Figure 1. The open
position of the spring clip is shown by the dot-dash lines
of Figure 1 where it will be noted that the bottom of the
tongue is over the bottom surface of the base member 32.
To provide the essential spring action, the tongue alone
could be formed from resilient material with the top and
side members of other material.

The upstanding ornament arm 34 is an inverted U-
shaped member of any suitable material. In the opposed
sides. 64 and 42 of the arm 34 is a plurality of spaced
openings 43 parallel to the plane of the sides and which
may be in aligned arrangement or in staggered relation-
ship in one side relative to the openings in the opposite
side. Any suitable means may be used for securing the
bottoms of the sides of the ornament arm to the base mem-
ber 32, the means shown being a member 66 (Fig. 6)
fixed to the free end of the base member 32. In the mem-
ber 66 are the guideways 67 and 68. At the bottom, the
sides 64 and 42 of the arm 34 are fixed to a support 65
on opposite sides of the recess 69, so that the sides of the
arm at the bottom can be slidably inserted in the guide-
ways 67 and 68 after the later described slides have been
inserted in the arm. Such facilities for quickly removing
the ornament arm from the base member are provided to
permit the vendor to interchange readily the following
described slides in accordance with the requirements of
the purchaser.

The slide 31 (Fig. 7) adjustable in the previously de-
scribed inverted U-shaped ornament arm 34 is constituted
of an inner member 44 and an outer member 45 (Fig. 7).
A bore 46 (Fig. 5) is made through the inner member 44
for coacting with the previously mentioned spaced open-
ings 43 formed in the side members 64 and 42 of the arm
34. As illustrated, the bore 46 is extended completely
through the inner member 44, but only a partial bore

could be used in coaction with the openings 43 in only one:

side of the arm 34. In opposite ends of the bore 46 are
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two like balls 47 which are maintained partially protrud-
ing through the ends of the bore by constricting the ends
thereof, Both balls are maintained under outwardly di-
rected tension by the spiral spring 48. Thus, only a por-
tion of each ball protrudes through the opening for coac-
tion with the previously mentioned spaced openings 43 in
the side members 64 and 42 of the arm. By this construc-
tion, the slide can be held in any reasonably desired posi-
tion relative to the base member 32, but, of course, other
means for the vertical adjustment of the inner member
could be readily devised as later shown.

The outer member 45 (Fig. 7) is attached to the inner
surface of the inner member 44, that is, on the side of the
previously mentioned spring clip 33, by any known means,
the attachment being made between the side members of
the arm, so that the inner and outer members move to-
gether during adjustment.

The outer member 45 is constituted of the female mem-
ber 49 (Figs. 8 and 9) and the male member 50 (Figs. 10
and 11).

The female member 49 is constituted of a disc or even
an annular member 51 attached in a known manner to
the inner surface of the inner member 44, as previously
mentioned. On the inner surface of the disc 51, that is,
the side toward the spring clip, is an annular spacer 52,
and on the inner surface of the spacer 52 is an annular
member 53. In the inner rim of the annular member 53
are the keyways 54 (Fig. 9).

The male member 50 (Figs. 10 and 11) is constituted
of a disc 55 and on one side of which are the keys 56, 57,
and 58 designed to coact with the previously mentioned.
keyways 54, the keys being maintained in spaced parallel
arrangement with the disc 55 by any suitable spacing
means 59 (Fig. 10), the means and the disc and keys being.
fastened. together in a known manner. On the opposite
surface of the disc 55 is a wire 60, the free end of which
is suitably blunted for passing through the pierced ear and
thence through the longitudinal slot 41 (Figs. 1 and 3) in
the previously described spring clip 33 when closed, as
shown by the full lines in Figure 1. By the construction
described and illustrated, the improved earring can be ver-
tically adjusted on any pierced ear.

In lieu of the previously described slide 31, the inverted
U-shaped ornament arm 34 may be equipped with the
slide 70 (Fig. 12) of the second form.

The slide 70 is constituted of the inner member 71,

. and the outer member 72.
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The inner member 71 is substantially the same as the
previously described inner member 44 of the first form
and has a ball 73 and a similar ball on the opposite side,
not shown in the drawings, protruding through the slide
under tension for coaction with the spaced openings 43
of the sides 64 and 42 of the previously mentioned in-
verted U-shaped ornament arm 34.

The outer member 72 is constituted of the female
member 77 and the male member 78.

One side, the outer surface, of the female member 77
is fastened to the inner surface of the inner member 71,
that is, on the side of the spring clip 33, so that the female
member will be moved by the inner member in the
vertical adjustment thereof without interference with the
ornament arm. In the female member 77 is a threaded
opening 74.

The male member 78 is constituted of a disc 75, the
rim of which is threaded for attachment in the threaded
opening 74 of the female member. On the inner surface
of the disc 75, that is, the side toward the spring clip,
is a wire 76 which after being passed through the pierced
ear is slidably adjustable through the slot 41 of the spring
clip 33 when closed.

In place of the slides of either of the previously men-
tioned first and second forms, the slide 80 (Figs. 13 and
14) of the third form may be used for either pierced or
unpierced ears.
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The slide -89 is constituted of the inner member 81
and the outer. member. 82.

The .inner member 81 is. the same as the .previously
described inner member 44 of the first form and the inner
member 71 of the second form..

The outer member 82 is comnstituted of ‘a disc 83, one
side of which is attached, as (desired,to. the inner surface
of the inner member 81 to.be moved thereby in the
inverted U-shaped arm.. In spaced. relationship with the
disc 83 is the annular. member 4. . Any suitable spacing
means 88 may be used for attaching the rim of the annular
member to the rim of the disc,:s0 that. the space between
the disc and the annular member is enlarged relative to
the inside diameter of the annular meniber.

As thus far.described and illustrated, the outer member
is -an operable - structure- adapted, for use with either
pierced or unpierced ears. However, there can.be added
to the outer member 82 a resilient member 85 (Fig. 15)
of rubber or the like. The resilient member 85 has a
disc 86 of less-diameter and spaced from a disc' 87, the
discs being integrally-formed with the constricted disc 89.
The resiliency of the member permits. the- disc. 86 to be
inserted through the opening in the, annular member 84
between the disc 83 and the member 84 with the disc 87
superposed on the inner. surface of the.disc 81 and espe-
cially adapted for use on semsitive ear lobes when' the
earring is attached.

In lieu of the previously described and illustrated three
forms .of slides, the slide 99 (Figs. 16 and 17) of the
fourth form can be used and is -especially designed for
those cases in ‘which the piercing has been other than
uniform in both.ear lobes.

The slide %0 is constituted of the-inner member 91 and
the outer member 92,

The-inner member 91, adjustable in the inverted .U-
shaped ornament arm; is the same as the inner member
of the previously described slides. .

The outer member 92 is constituted of a disc 93 eccen-
trically -and pivotally secured to. the inner member. 91
on the side of the spring clip by any pivot pin 94 (Fig. 16),
so that the disc 93 can be moved vertically in the slideway
of the inverted W-shaped arm when the inner member 51
is moved therein. A second disc 96 is eccentrically and
pivotally secured ‘to the inner surface of the disc 93 by
a pivot pin 97:

Extended inwardly from the second- disc 96 is 4 wire 95
eccentrically attached to the second disc.96 and designed
for insertion through the pierced ear and thence through
the slot-in the tongue when the clip is closed.. Reference
numeral 98- (Fig. 17). shows a lock nut which may be
threaded on the free end. of .the wire 95, the nut being
tightened against . the .tongue after passing through the
pierced ear and the slot 41 in the tongue.

Referring now to the fifth form of the improved earring
shown in Figures 18-21, reference mumeral 33 indicates
the spring clip, 32 the base member, 100 the inverted
U-shaped ornament arm, and 101 the slide.

The spring clip 33 and the base member 32 are identical
with the previously described corresponding parts of the
first form.

The inverted U-shaped arm 190 differs from the arm
of the previously described forms in that there are no
spaced openings in the sides of the arm 100 for the spring
tension adjustment of the following described slide which
is vertically adjustable on the arm by clamping means.
However, the means for the attachment of the arm to the
base member 32 is the same as in the previously described
forms.

The slide 101 is constituted of the female member 102
and the male member 103.

The female member 102 is constituted of the disc 184
designed to span the sides of the inverted U-shaped mem-
ber. On the inner surface of the disc 184 is a square
shank 105 having suitable dimensions for sliding between
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6
the sides of the arm 100. The inner end .of the squaté
shank is.internally threaded as shown in Figure 18.

Coacting with the internally threaded. shank 105 is the
male member 163 formed with the.disc. 166 on.the outer
surface of which is the externally. threaded protuberance
107 designed to be threaded in and out of the shank 105,
On. the opposite .or free inner end. of the disc. 106 is a
wire 108: which is inserted through.the . pierced -ear lobe
and thence through the slot 41. in the spring clip 33.

By suitably dimensioning the length of the protuberance
107 and the shank 105.and the depth ' of the threaded
opening' therein, the slide 101 can be vertically adjusted
on . the.arm when the male member is threaded out of
the female member and. fastened in any desired position
when the male member 193 is tightened against the inner
surfaces of the arm 100,

‘The operation of the improved earrings will be- appar-
ent fromthe foregoing . detailed description: and' from
which it will be apparent that the vendor to the retail
trade has been provided with instrumentalities for quickly
and properly attaching an earring to either pierced or
unpierced ears; -

While only: five forms of the improved earring have
been -described -and - illustrated, ‘the -inverted -U-shaped
ornament. arm could. be conveniently replaced with an
upstanding. bar- with. the interchangeable slides recipro-
cable thereon. Thus, it is possible to produce still other
embodiments . without .departing from the inventive con-
cept herein disclosed, and. it is desired, therefore, that only
such .limitations be.imposed on the appended claims as
are stated therein, or required by the prior art,

What is claimed is:

1. An-earring, for pierced. ears, the earring. comprising
a base member, said base: member baving two .upwardly
directed and. aligned. studs adjacent .one end, the studs
having aligned openings.formed therein, a spring clip for
the studs, said spring. clip comprising a resilient top
member, a resilient side member depending from. opposite
sides of said top member, said side members being turned
outwardly -at. the bottom and . pivotally secured in the
aligned openings, a resilient: tongue rmember depending
from said top imember. intermediate said side members,
said - tongue member having. .a longitudinal ‘slot formed
therein and. the bottom. of. said tongue member -being
adapted to . extend -over the end of said base member
intermediate the studs inthe closed position of said spring
clip and over. the bottom of said base member in the open
position. of said clip, means on said base member in the
closed position ‘of -said clip and in .operable engagement
with said tongue member and below the aligned openings
for yarying the spacing of said tongue member relative fo
the end of  said base. member,. and ‘means on said first
mentioned means and extending thereabove for retaining
said side members in the aligned openings; the earring
further comprising an upstanding arm coacting with the
spring clip disposed at the opposite end of said base mem-
ber, said upstanding arm comprising an inverted U-shaped
member, a slide for said inverted U-shaped member,
projecting means mounted on the slide for passing through
the opening in a pierced ear and the slot in said spring
tongue and means on said slide coacting with said inverted
U-shaped member for adjustably securing said slide on
said inverted U-shaped member whereby the ear lobe may
be selectively engaged at different positions.

2. An earring for pierced ears according to claim 1
in which the means on said first mentioned tmeans and
extending thereabove for retaining said side members in
the aligned openings comprises a disc dispesed on said
first mentioned means, said disc protruding upwardly in-
termediate the bottoms of said side members.

3. An earring according to claim 1 in which the in-
verted U-shaped member has spaced aligned openings
formed therein and in which the slide comprises an inner
member slidable in the inverted U-shaped member and
coacting with the openings, said inner member having a
bore formed therein, at least one end of the bore being
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adapted to be aligned with the spaced openings, at least
one ball disposed in the bore and coacting with the open-
ing, spring tension means for maintaining said ball under
outwardly directed tension, a female member disposed
on the inner surface of said inner member and adapted
to be moved thereby, said female member comprising a
disc, an annular spacer disposed on the inner surface of
said disc, an annular member disposed on the inner sur-
face of said spacer, said annular member having keyways
formed in the inner periphery thereof, a male member
coacting with said female member, said male member
comprising a second disc, keys coacting with the keyways
of said female member disposed on one side of said second
mentioned disc and spaced therefrom, and wherein said
projecting means consists of a wire member disposed
on the opposite side of said second mentioned disc, said
wire member coacting with the slot in the tongue in the
closed position thereof and with the pierced ear of the
wearer.

4. An earring according to claim 1 in which the in-
verted U-shaped member has spaced aligned openings
formed therein and in which the slide comprises an inner
member slidable in the inverted U-shaped member and
coacting with the openings, said inner member having a
bore formed therein, at least one end of the bore being
adapted to be aligned with the spaced openings, at least
one ball disposed in the bore and coacting with the open-
ings, spring tension means for maintaining said ball under
outwardly directed tension, a female member disposed on
the inner surface of said inner member, said female mem-
ber having a threaded opening formed in the inner sur-
face thereof, 2 male member coacting with said female
member, said male member comprising 2 disc with
threaded periphery coacting with the threaded opening in
said female member, and wherein said projecting means
consists of a wire member disposed on the inner surface of
said disc, said wire member coacting with the slot in the
tongue in the closed position of the spring clip and with
the pierced ear of the wearer.

5. An earring according to claim 1 in which the in-
verted U-shaped member has spaced openings formed
therein and in which the slide comprises an inner member
glidable in the inverted U-shaped member and coacting
with the openings, said inner member having formed there-
in a bore adapted to be aligned with the spaced openings,
at least ome ball disposed in the bore and protruding
through one end thereof, spring tension means for main-
taining said ball under outwardly directed tension, a disc
disposed on the inner surface of said inner member and
adapted to be moved thereby, an annular member for the
inner surface of said disc, means for securing the rim of
said disc to the rim of said annular member and adapted
to maintain said members in spaced parallel arrangement,
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and a resilient member removably disposed intermediate
said disc and annular member, the inner surface of said

resilient member being superposed on the inner surface of

said annular member.

6. An earring according to claim 1 in which the inverted
U-shaped member has spaced openings formed therein
and in which the slide comprises an inner member slid-

‘able in the inverted U-shaped member and coacting with

the openings, said inner member having a bore formed
therein, at least one end of the bore being adapted to be
aligned with the spaced openings in one side of the in-
verted U-shaped member, at least one ball disposed in
the bore and adapted to protrude through one end there-
of, spring tension means for maintaining said ball under
outwardly directed tension, a disc eccentrically and pivot-
ally disposed on the inner surface of said inner member
and adapted to be moved thereby, a second disc eccen-
trically and pivotally disposed on the inner surface of said
first mentioned disc, and wherein said projecting means
consists of a wire member eccentrically disposed on the
inner surface of said second mentioned disc, said wire
member coacting with the slot in the tongue in the closed
position of the clip and with the pierced ear of the
wearer.

7. An earring according to claim 1 in which the slide
comprises a disc having a greater diameter than the per-
pendicular distance between the sides of the inverted
U-shaped member and coacting with the outer surface
thereof, a square shank disposed on the inner surface of
said disc and slidably inserted between the sides of the
inverted U-shaped member, the inner end of said square
shank having a threaded opening formed therein, a second
disc coacting with the inner surface of the inverted
U-shaped member, the diameter of said second men-
tioned disc being greater than the perpendicular distance
between the sides of the inverted U-shaped member, said
second mentioned disc further having an externally
threaded protuberance formed on the outer surface there-
of, the protuberance coacting with the internally threaded
shank.
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