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This invention relates to a new and improved 
Soap hanger. 

I am aware that various suspensory devices 
have been proposed for soap with a view to drain 
ing off the water and permitting the bar to dry 
thoroughly, but so far as I am aware, there Were 
certain inherent objections to those construc 
tions which prevented their adoption commer 
cially. For one thing, many of the prior con 
structions were based on the Supposition that 
the suspension means had to be molded in place 
in the bar, thus limiting the user to the par 
ticular kind or kinds of soap offered by only 
one manufacturer. Other constructions designed 
with a view to application to an otherwise stand 
ard bar involved complicated and cumbersome 
means which necessitated the drilling out and 
wasting of appreciable portions of the bar for 
the insertion thereof. Still others involved the 
insertion or molding into place of barbed type 
suspension means which were objectionable from 
the standpoint that they would not permit use of 
the bar down to a Small fragment before Scratch 
ing the hands, and catching on the wash-cloth or 
sponge. It is the principal object of my inven 
tion to provide a simple unbarbed slender pin for 
the suspension means adapted to be thrust into 
the bar easily by pressure on the headed end 
and thereafter to be suspended by the headed 
end, the pin relying for its hold in the bar only 
upon the friction between the soap and the 
smooth shank of the pin and upon the suction 
created behind the pin in the pinhole in the 
soap when a pull is exerted on the pin tending 
to remove it, thus avoiding all of the objections 
noted in regard to the earlier constructions and 
at the same time providing a construction which 
can be used universally and is obtainable at low 
COSt. 
Another important object of the invention is 

the provision of an improved hanger bracket 
formed to provide a crotch to receive easily 
and speedily the headed end of the bar sus 
pension pin, the bracket being suitably, although 
not necessarily, formed from wire, thus eliminat 
ing all sharp edges and providing a construction 
which if wetted will drain and dry promptly. 
The invention is illustrated in the accompany. 

ing drawing, in which 
Figs. 1 and 2 are a side view and top view of 

my improved soap hanger showing a bar of Soap 
hanging thereon, Fig. 1 showing the bar in sec 
tion so as to disclose the suspension pin; 

Fig. 3 is a side view showing a modified or al 
ternative construction, and 
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Figs. 4 and 5 are sections taken on the corre 
spondingly numbered lines of Fig. 3. . 

Similar reference numerals are applied to cor 
responding parts throughout the views. 

Referring to Figs. 1 and 2, the bar of soap, 
indicated at 6, has a slender unbarbed metallic 
pin thrust therein, preferably along the longi 
tudinal center line of the bar so that the bar 
hangs Straight when placed on the hanger brack 
et 8 and presents a neat appearance. The pin 7 
has a large spherical head 9 preferably of molded 
glass or composition material provided on the 
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projecting end thereof which not only serves as a 
handle to be used in inserting the pin in the bar, 
but also as a support for the bar in the crotch 

() of the hanger bracket 8. The latter may be 
formed from sheet metal with the crotch por 
tion 0 formed as a cut-out on the end of the 
bracket, but I prefer to make this bracket of 
Wire bent generally U-shaped so as to provide 
two arms if and 2, the cross or connecting 
portion f3 between the arms being bent inward 
ly to provide the U-shaped portion 4 forming 
the Crotch 0. The inner end portion of the U 
shaped crotch portion 4 is offset downwardly 
from the plane of the arms and 2, the same 
being connected with the outer ends of said arms 
by downwardly and inwardly inclined interme 
diate portions 5, as clearly appears in Fig. 1. 
In that way, once the headed end 9 of the pin 

is inserted in the crotch, there is no danger 
of the bar sliding and dropping off the hanger 
bracket 8, because the portions 5 interfere with 
lineal movement of the head 9 in that direction; 
the bar must move along the arcuate path in 
dicated by the dotted arc ac-y in Fig. 1 for re 
moval from the bracket 8, the arc ac-y being 
struck with the head 9 as a center. When enough 
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of the Shank of the pin 7 is left projecting from 
the bar, the bar can be removed by outward and 
upWard movement relative to the hanger. The 
user finds that the application and removal of 
the bar is a very simple matter because the head 
ed end of the pin can be entered in the crotch 
Without regard to the position to which the bar 
may be turned with the pin as an axis. If de 
sired, the bracket 8, instead of being mounted in 
a horizontal plane at right angles to the wall, 
indicated at 6, in the manner of the bracket 8a. 
in Fig. 3, may be mounted inclined upwardly to 
a small extent, as shown in Fig.1, whereby to 
facilitate the application and removal of the 
bar from the bracket where the device is used 
at a low elevation, as, for example, on the splash 
er-back wall of a lavatory. The wall 6 in Fig. 1 
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may be considered as representing a tiled wall 
in a shower stall or bathroom, whereas the wall 
6a may be considered to be any other wall Such 

as plaster or wallboard, in fact anything into 
which screws or nails may be driven readily for 
securing the device thereto. 

In both forms of the deYice herein shown, 
the inner ends of the arms f and 2 of the 
bracket terminate in downwardly bent parallel 
end portions f 7 which in the device shown in 
Figs. and 2 are arranged to be entered in pare 
allel holes 8 drilled, pierced, or molded in a 
transverse boss 9 provided as a central horizon 
tal integral projection on the outer side of a 
circular rubber suction cup 20. This cup can 
be applied quickly and easily wherever a flat 
smooth surface is available, as, for example, on 
the splasher-back wall of a lavatory or kitchen 
sink, or on a tiled wall in a bathroom or shower 
stall. Hanger brackets 8 and 8a may be used 
interchangeably on the suction cups 20 and they 
may likewise be used interchangeably with the 
sheet metal attachment plate 2 shown in Figs. 
3 to 5 that is adapted to be secured to the wall 
as by means of a screw 22 entered through a cen 
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means is used and even farther because of the 
fact that in the use of the present soap hanger 
the soap is always permitted to drain and dry 
promptly after each use and it does not become 
soggy, and when used up until there is only a 
small thickness is not so apt to be found in an 
unusable condition as when laid in a wet soap 
dish. The user always finds the bar in a dry 
and firm condition, pleasant and handy to use, 
and it goes without saying that much of the 
Waste Connected with the old method is avoided 
with the present method and a bar of soap used 
on the present hanger will last much longer 
than when kept in a soap dish. There is no 
danger of the blunt end 25 of the pin scratching 
the hands or presenting any other difficulties 
such as previously mentioned in regard to the 
earlier types of soap anchors proposed. 

It is believed the foregoing description con 
veys a good understanding of the objects and 
advantages of my invention. The appended 
claims have been drawn with a view to covering 
all legitimate modifications and adaptations, 

25 
ter hole 23 therein. The plate 2 is formed to 
provide two laterally spaced parallel rib portions. 
24 which fit over the downwardly bent ends of the bracket 8 or 8a, depending upon which style of 
bracket is used, the plate serving to grip the ends 
T-tightly between the wall and the channels of 
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the rib portions 24 when the screw 22 is tight 
ened, as indicated in Fig. 5. The rib portions 
24 are purposely made shallow enough to insure 
spacing of the plate 2 with respect to the wall 
6a when the bent ends are in position be 
hind the plate, as shown in Fig. 5, and in that 
way the tightening of the screw 22 results in Se 
cure clamping of the end portions 7 to elimi 
nate danger of their slipping out endwise or of 
the bracket 8a turning with the plate 2 about 
the screw 22 as a center. 
In use, the pin 7 can be thrust into any bar 

of soap, thus giving the user his preference and 
not confining him to any one manufacturer's 
brand of soap. The pin is inserted by pressure 
against the head 9, and it is found that con 
trary to previous assumptions, as indicated by 
the complicated anchorage devices heretofore 
thought to be necessary, this unbarbed pin will, 
despite its smooth surface, support the bar so 
that there is no danger of its slipping off the 
pin. In fact, actual test has shown that after 
the pin has been inserted a day or so, it requires 
a much greater pull thereon to remove it than 
when it was first inserted. This is apparently 
due to the fact that the soap normally contains 
a certain percentage of moisture, and after the 
pin has been inserted the soap dries out more or 
less around the pin and in so doing becomes 
bonded thereto as the soft soap dries out and 
hardens in contact with the pin. The alkalinity 
of the soap in contact with the metal of the 
pin is probably also a factor in this bonding of 
soap to pin. The piston and cylinder suction ac 
tion obtained by the pin in the pinhole made by 
the pin in the soap is also an important feature 
in supporting the bar on the pin, as previously 
indicated. At any rate, the pin becomes more 
and more securely anchored, but is well enough 
anchored at the very outset so that there is no, 
danger of the bar gravitating off the pin when 
suspended thereby on the hanger bracket. The 
slenderness of the pin enables use of the bar down 
to as small thickness as where no suspension 

I claim: : . . . . . . . . 
1. A device of the character described, com 

prising a suitably headed, elongated, substantial 
ly smooth slendershanked pin adapted to be re 
movably inserted interchangeably in any one of 
a plurality of bars of different makes of soap, 
without likelihood of cracking said bars and with 
out necessitating, breakage of...a bar in event of 
the desired removal of the pin before the bar is 
used up, said pin being thrust into a bar sub 
stantially along the central longitudinal axis of 

35 the bar, making its own smooth bore in the bar when thrust into the bar, whereby the pin is 
capable of supporting the weight of the bar re 
lying substantially solely upon frictional contact 
between the soap and the shank of the pin in 
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the bore, the smoothness of the shank permit 
ting use of the bar down to a small thickness 
close to the thickness of the slender shank it 
Self, and means for supporting the bar by means 
of the pin head. 

2. A device of the character described, com 
prising a suitably headed, elongated, substantial 
ly smooth slender shanked pin adapted to be re 
movably inserted interchangeably in any one of 
a plurality of bars of different makes of soap, 
without likelihood of cracking said bars and 
without necessitating breakage of a bar in event 
of the desired removal of the pin before the bar 
is used up, said pin being thrust into a bar sub 
stantially along the central longitudinal axis of 
the bar, making its own smooth bore in the bar 
when thrust into the bar, whereby the pin is 
capable of supporting the weight of the bar re 
lying substantially solely upon frictional contact 
between the soap and the shank of the pin in 
the bore, the smoothness of the shank permit 
ting use of the bar down to a small thickness 
close to the thickness of the slender shank it 
self, and means for supporting the bar by means 
of the pin head, said support means including 
a crotch adapted to receive the head end of the 
pin detachably, the pin being inserted in the bar 
usually with only enough of the head end there 
df projecting from the end of the bar for con 
Venient attachment to the support means and 
so as not to interfere with ordinary handling of 
the bar in washings: . . . is . . . . 

3. The method of hanging a bar of soap on a 
sink or the like, which consists in thrusting into 
the bar an elongated, substantially smooth, slen 
der-Shanked pin so that the pin makes its own 
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Smooth bore in the bar and the pin is capable of 
supporting the weight of the bar relying sub 
stantially solely upon frictional contact between 
the soap and the shank of the pin in the bore, 
and hanging the protruding end of said pin on 
a Support On the sink or the like. 

4. A device of the character described compris 
ing, in combination, a suitably headed, elongated, 
substantially smooth slender shanked pin adapt 
ed to be removably inserted interchangeably in 
any one of a plurality of bars of different makes 
of soap by thrusting the shank thereof into the 
bar so that the pin makes its own smooth bore 
in the bar and the pin is capable of supporting 
the weight of the bar relying substantially sole 
ly upon frictional contact between the soap and 
the shank of the pin in the bore, the Smooth 
ness of the shank permitting use of the bar down 
to a small thickness close to the thickness of 
the slender shank itself, a support adapted to be 
secured on a sink or the like, and a generally 
U-sharned substantially horizontal wire bracket 
having the ends of the arms of the U mounted 
on the support and having the cross portion of 
the U bent to provide an inwardly and down 
wardly projecting U-shaped narrow crotch por 
tion, the arms of said U-shaped crotch portion 
being in closely spaced relation to receive there 
between the shank of the protruding head end 
portion of the pin when thrust into a bar of 
soap, and said arms being adapted to support 
said head end thereon. 

5. A device of the character described, com 
prising a suitably headed bar-supporting mem 
ber adapted to Support a bar of Soap, said men 
ber having an elongated slender shank portion 
below the head, and means for supporting the bar 
by means of the pin head, said support means 
including a crotch adapted to receive said shank 
portion. 
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6. A device of the character described, com 
prising a suitably headed bar-supporting mem 
ber adapted to support a bar of Soap, Said men 
ber having an elongated slender Shank portion 
below the head, a support adapted to be secured 
on a sink or the like, and a generally U-shaped 
substantially horizontal wire bracket having the 
ends of the arms of the U mounted. On the Sup 
port and having the cross-portion of the U bent 
to provide an inwardly and downwardly pro 
jecting U-shaped narrow crotch portion, the 
arms of said U-shaped crotch portion being in 
closely spaced relation to receive therebetween 

5 
the aforesaid shank portion, and said arms be 
ing adapted to support the aforesaid head 
thereon. 
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7. A soap hanger of the character described, 
for use with suitable supporting means on a Wall 
or the like, comprising a suitably headed, elon 
gated, substantially smooth slender Shanked pin 
adapted to be removably inserted interchange 
ably in any one of a plurality of bars of differ 
ent makes of soap, without likelihood of crack 
ing said bars and without necessitating breakage 
of a bar in event of the desired removal of the 
pin before the bar is used up, said pin being 
thrust into a bar substantially along the central 
longitudinal axis of the bar, making its own 
smooth bore in the bar when thrust into the bar, 
whereby the pin is capable of Supporting the 
weight of the bar relying substantially solely 
upon frictional contact between the soap and 

35 
the shank of the pin in the bore, the SmoothneSS 
of the shank permitting use of the bar down 
to a small thickness close to the thickness of the 
slender shank itself, said bar being supportable 
on the Supporting means by means of the pin 
head. 

CHARLES B. ANDERSON. 


