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To all whom it may concern: _

Be it known that I, BENITO NICHOLS, a sub-
ject of the Queen of Great Britain, and a resi-
dent of New York, county of New York and
State of New York, have invented certain

new and useful Improvements in Means for

Detecting the Withdrawal of Bottle - Stop-
pers, of which the following is a specifica-
tion, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming a part thereof, in which
similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures,

This invention relates to bottles and the
stoppers thereof, and has forits object to pro-
vide means for the prevention of refilling or

-manipulation of the contents of a bottle with-

out detection by the purchaser or consumer.

The invention consists in the novel means
hereinafter fully described for rendering the
withdrawal and reinsertion of the stopper per-
ceptible.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side elevation -of a bottle and stopper se-
cured therein, both embodying my invention.
Fig. 2 isa central vertical section taken upon
the line zx, Fig.1. TFig.3 is a transverse sec-
tion taken upon the line y v, Fig, 1.

In the practice of my invention I brand
upon the periphery of the cork or other stop-
per A an open circle or ring-shaped or other

mark o of sufficient size to be conspicuous

- through the glass of the bottle B. " The stop-
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per having been inserted in the bottle in the
usual or any other approved manner, the
outer surface of the bottle B is etched with
hydrofiuorie or other acid or by any other
means to form a small white dot or otherwise-
shaped mark b, aligning exactly with the cen-
ter of the ring a.

When the sropper A is once removed from
the bottle, it is practically impossible to rein-
sert the same in such manneras to bring the
spot b into alignment with the center of the
ring a. The purchaser by a mere glance at

the bottle is thereby enabled to determine at
once whether or not the bottle offered is an
original package.

It is to be-understood that the cork or other
stopper is inserted tightly into the neck of
the bottle, as is common with corks used for
champagne and other expensive wines or lig-
uors, wherein the cork is of such size as to re-
quire to be compressed before insertion, and
my invention is particularly adapted for such
corks which, once removed, can never be re-
inserted without passing through a com-
pressor, in which case it would not be possi-
ble to make the mark upon the stopper coin-
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cide with that upon the bottle-neck. Idonot

claim the use of such means upon the stopper
and bottle as will constitute a mechanical ob-
stacle to the removal of the cork, as the ob-
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jeet of my invention isto provide such means

for enabling the detection of the withdrawal

1 of the stopper as may be used in connection

with ordinary bottles and corks and substan-
tially without other expense than the mere
labor of marking.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— '
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_ The combination, of a bottle and a com- -
pressed stopper tightly inserted therein, -

whereby it is incapable of turning or manip-
ulation, having a conspicuous mark formed
or branded thereon, and said bottle being
etched upon its exterior to form a mark there-
on in exact alignment with the mark upon
the stopper within the same, substantially as
shown and described. v

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
ence of two witnesses, this 22d day of October,
1894, - :
BENITO NICHOLS.
Witnesses: - o
’ PERCY 1. GRIFFITH,

L. MULLER.,
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