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(57) Abstract: Provided is a ball spline in which a spline nut (2) moves satisfactorily in relation to a spline shaft (1) as
a result of minimizing the occurrence of ball jamming. The spline nut (2) comprises a nut body (2A) and a retainer (3)
which is attached to the nut body (2A) and which is provided with, in the outer peripheral surface thereof, a plurality of
circulation grooves (31) serving as endless circulation paths for balls (4). The circulation grooves (31) each comprise a
load passage (31a) through which the balls (4) roll while bearing a load, a return passage (3 1b) which is provided parallel
to and apart from the load passage (31a) with a retaining wall (33) therebetween, and a pair of direction-changing paths
(31¢) which connect the load passage (31a) and the return passage (31b) at both ends. The bottom portion of the load
passage (31a) is provided with a load opening (32) where the balls (4) rolling through the load passage (31a) come into
contact with a rolling groove (10) of the spline shaft (1), and the bottom portion of the return passage (31b) is provided
with a slit-shaped opening (35) that enables the retaining wall (33) to elastically deform.
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