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To all chon it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JAMES W. JUSTICE, 

of Rich Valley, in the county of Smith and 
State of Virginia, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Portable Houses; 
and I do hereby declare the following to be 
a full, clear, and exact description of the in 
vention, such as will enable others skilled in 
the art to which it pertains to make and use 
it, reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, which form part of this specifica 
tion. 
The nature of my invention relates to cer 

tain improvements in the construction of port 
able buildings or houses, by means of which 
such buildings can be expeditiously erected 
or taken down, and the various parts can be 
more firmly and solidly secured or fastened 
together, when erected, than in the various. 
structures of this class heretofore in use; and 
it consists, first, in a new and improved 
means of fastening or securing the Vertical 
beams, forming the frame of the sides, front, 
and back of the building to the frame of the 
floor, and at the same time securing the said 
frame firmly at the corners; second, in a new 
and improved means of Securing the roof to 
the building, and at the same time fastening 
and securing the vertical beams, forming the 
sides, front, and back frames of the building, 
at the top; third, in a portable house, con 
sisting of the combination of the several im 
provements hereinafter specified. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a 
view of my building, partly in section and 
partly in plan. Fig. 2 represents a section 
of the floor; Fig. 3, a section, showing the 
method of fastening the beams to the sill or 
frame and roof; Fig. 4, an inverted view of 
the roof-frame, showing vents in the same; 
and Fig. 5, a detached view, showing a modi 
fication of the construction of the roof. 
A represents the sill or frame of the floor 

of the building, joined at the corners by 
means of a mortise-and-tenon joint, as shown, 
and provided with the longitudinal sleeper 
A', and longitudinal beams or girders A' A', 
to strengthen the frame and support the floor 
ing, which consists of a series of movable 
panels, B B, with tongues b b at each end, 
which fit into grooves C C in the frame A 

and sleeper A. D. D represent the Vertical 
beams, which form the front, rear, and side 
frames of the building. These beams are 
provided with grooves d d, into which the 
panels EE are fitted, forming the Weather 
boarding or clapboarding of the house. 
The door and window frames of the house 

are formed with grooves in their sides and 
tops, into which the edges of the panels EE 
set and securely hold them in place. The 
vertical beams D D are secured to the frame 
or sill of the floor by means of screws FF, 
which pass through said frame or sill and en 
ter the ends of the beams, as shown. The 
screws at the corners of the frame or sill hold 
and secure said corners, as well as the beams, 
and thus add materially to the strength of 
the building. The top panels E E may be 
formed with an ornamental cornice, to add to 
the finish of the building, if desired. G. G. 
are the panels forming the roof, consisting of 
thin strips of board or wood, or other suit 
able material, bent in the form substantially 
of the arc of a circle, and held in that shape 
by means of a frame, H H, secured over said 
panels, and to the upper part of the house by 
means of screws h h, which pass through the 
roof-panels, and Onto the upper ends of the 
vertical beams D D, securely fastening the 
Same and making a Substantial roof. 
The panels, of course, must be arranged to 

“break joints,” in order to keep out water, 
and the frame HH must be made to conform 
to the shape of the roof, so as to clamp the 
panels firmly to the top of the building. 
The lower edges of the front and back of 

the frame are provided with passages or vents 
II to allow the Water to run from the roof, 
and the corners are united by a mortise and 
tenon, through which the screws h h pass in 
the same manner as in the floor-frame, herein 
before described. 
What I claim is 
1. The vertical grooved corner posts or 

frames. D D and roof-frames HH, provided 
with the vent-openings I, the frames secured 
together and to the floor A and roof G H by 
means of screws h, at the corners and sides, 
Substantially as and for the purposes de 
scribed. 

2. A portable house, as herein specified, 



2. 153085 

consisting of the grooved sill A, grooved In testimony that I claim the foregoing I 
sleeper A', tenoned floor-panels B b, grooved have hereunto set my hand this 21st day of 
posts D, grooved door and window frames, May, 1874. 
panels E, fastening-screws F h, curved roof G, - 
and frame H, provided with vent-openings I, Witnesses: 
all combined and united substantially as and LEvERETT L. LEGGETT, 
for the purposes herein set forth. J. TYLER POWELL, 

JAMES W. JUSTICE. 

  


