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To all whom it may concerm.:

Be it known that I, MARTIN KXINPORTS, a.

citizen of the United States, residing. at the
town of Ephrata, county of Lancaster, State
of Pennsylvania, have invented a mnew and
useful Improvement in - Cigar-Bundling Ma-
chines, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

This invention relates more partieularly to
the class of portable bundling-machines. It
is of simple construction and adapted to be
used by individual cigar-manufacturers.

The object of the improvement isto furnish
to the trade an effective bundler that may be
rapidly filled with cigars and clamped into
form preparatory to the usual compression of
the cigars under a press.

It is difficult to secure uniformity in the
bundling of cigars by the use of racks, as
usually performed in cigar-factories; but in
the use of machines constructed inaccordance
with my improvement great uniformity, both
as to form and size of bundles, is secured for
all cigars bundled therein. S

The accompanying drawings show very
clearly the mode in which the bundling is done,
like letters of reference indicating similar
parts. ' '

TFigure 1 represents perspectively the con-
struction of the machine with the top platen
removed. Fig. 2 is a central longitudinal
section of the same. T'ig. 3 represents per-
spectively the side-pressure platen, showing
the follower-plate at the back. Tig. 4 isa
perspective representation of the adjustable
top platen or gatherer, being a reversed plan
of the same.

A represents the back; A’, the rearend; A’
the fronf; A% the nut-support; A, fillet; A’
floor-guides; A, tongues thereon.

B is the movable side or pressing platen,
having a re-enforce block, B, attached to-its
outer Tace and provided with a slotted me-
tallic plate, F. The platen B is secured in a
vertical position and at right angles horizon-
tally to a slide, B, adapted to fill out the
space between the guides A’ and to slide free
upon the tongues A’ of the same. .

Nut-support A’ has affixed to it centrally
a threaded nut, E, through which passes a
corresponding threaded screw, G, which is
provided with a neck, &, a collar, G* and a

hand - wheel or crank, H, which latter pro-
vides the means for operating the same.

The top gathering platen, C, is composed of
two side guides, C' G, provided with tongues
C', connected by a cap-piece, C*, uponthe upper
side, and a fillet, ¢, at one end of the under
side. Between the guides C' C*is a slide, D,
adapted by grooves D' D' to slide upon the
tongues ¢’ ¢, and it has a fillet, D? across the
jnside face, secured to the end of the slide D.

It will be seen that the front A’ and nut-
support A’ of the machine are bub one-half
the height of the back A, end A, and the hori-
zontally-movable platen B. This is to give
greater facility in arranging the cigars within
the machine, and a more ready means of lift-
ing the same therefrom. ‘

The machine may be constructed in double
lengths, in which case the end A’ would be-
come the center of two compartments, the
other fittings of the machine being a dupli-
cate of that shown; but I prefer for general
shop use the form here shown—a single com-
partment.

The operation of the machine is as follows:
The serew G is turned so as toslide the platen
B withits fillet B* against the front A*. The
ribbon or ribbons are first laid within the ma-
chine and the cigars are then laid upon the
ribbon or ribbons within the same until the
requisite number has Dbeen introduced. The
top platen or gatherer is then drawn apart
until it just fills the space between the fixed
end A’ and the horizontal moving platen B,
and is pressed downupon the cigars. Atthe
same time the wheel or crank II is operated
and the platen B pressed toward A’. The
movement of platen B serves to force inward
the slide D of the top platen, C, the fillet D
preventing the escape of the cigars, the screw
G beingturned until all the parts are brought
solidly to a state of rest. This machine is
then transferred to tlie regular cigar-press,
placed beneath the same, and a vertical press-
ure given tothe upper platen. This pressure
is continued for a period of time, indicated
by practice and the condition of the cigars.
The machine is then removed from the press
and the upper platen lifted off. The ribbon
or ribbons are then drawn taut and tied, com-
pleting the operation of bundling. ~

By changing the size and shapeof thefillets
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any desired form may be given to the bundle.
A saving of about one-third is secured in the
length - of ribbon wused, and the bundles are
permanently retained in form, sothat they
may be handled with the greatest freedom
without risk of becoming loosened.

Having shown my improvement, deseribed
its use, construction, and advantages, I desire
to secure by Letters Patent the following
claims:

1. The main frame consisting of a bottom
provided with guides; and the parts A, A/,
A? and A’ the two latter being but one-half
the height of the two former, and ‘the part A
having a fillet, A‘, in combination with the
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slide B’, having platen B, fillet B? re-enforce
block B, and’ vertically-slotted plate F, and
the screw (, all constructed and operating as
shown and described. . .
2. The cigar-bundling maehine construected
as described and shown, in combination with
the ‘upper platen or gatherer, C, consisting of
the following parts, viz: the side guides, C*
C', having eross-piece C? and fillet C’, and the
slide D, arranged between the guides and car-
rying the fillet I)? as set forth.
MARTIN KINPORTS.
‘Witnesses: '
F. W. Hury,
H. B. KELLER,
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