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My invention relates to a merchandising de 
vice, and more particularly to a holder for in 
dividual items of merchandise, such as bottles, 
cans, or the like. . . . . . . . . . . 
Among the objects of my inventionar 
(1) To provide a novel and improved mer. 

chandise holder which lends itself to rapid load ing or packing; 
(2) To provide a iy" ( " ' ". . . . . ." is . . . ." 

chandise holder which offers maximum display possibilities to the merchandisé; . . . . 
(3) To provide a novel and improved mer 

chandise holder which automatically locks, and 
holds the individual items of merchandise against accidental displacement of removal; 

(4) To provide a novel and improved, me 
chandise holder wherein, the items held ther contribute toward the efficient functioning of 

novel and in 

the device; . . . . . 
(5) To provide a novel and 

chandise holder which is exceedingly simple in 
construction and which lends itself to high speed 
facture and use; . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

(6) To provide a novel and improved mer. 
chandise holder which will efficiently simplify the packing of such mérchandise for shipment. 

production methodsbóth in the matter of manu 

Additional objects of rhy, invention will be brought out in the following description of the 
same taken in conjunction with the accompany 
ing, drawing wherein- - 

Figure 1 is a view in perspective 6f a preferred 
form of my invention; ". . . . aw 

Figure 2 is a view in cross section, takén on 
the line 2-2 of Figure 1: . . . . . . . . . 

Figure 3 is a view corresponding to that of 
Figure 2, but showing the stresse 
the dévice while loading merchadise therein; 
Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 3, showing the condition of the device with the fierchan dise in its final position; , , . . . . . . 
Figure 5 is a view illustrating a blank from 

which my novel and improved merchandise holder may be assembled . . . . . . 
In general, my invention is in the form of a trough-shaped device adapted to furiction as a 

holder to receive and hold mercharidisé such as 
bottles, cans, or the like which are förmed with 
a ridge at the bottom thereof, whereby the items may belocked in position against accidental dis 
placement or removal. . . . . . . . . . 

Referring to the drawing for a more detailed description of the device in its preferred form, it comprises a trough T, preferably of flexible 
material, and includes a pair of side walls 9 re- 5 

proved, mer 
0. 

5 

25 

20 floor sé 

htly hinged to an intermediate floor sec 

te' td. 
The foor section is formed with integral lat erally extending tabs f5 at those locations whéré 

the side walls aré notchéd, such tabs exte beyond the sidéWills. . . . . 
Each of the side walls is supported and braced by a bracing wall. If joined to its associated side 

wall, along the upper edge thereof, and anchored 

s 

to the undersurface of the floor section f, after 
being folded over and turned inder the free edges of the laterally extending tabs (5. The 
side walls 9 aré, referably first adjusted, how ever, to toe inwardly at an acute angle to the 
loor séction if, and while in this position the bracing walls are formed as previously indi 
cated, the tabs offering a suitable means for facilitating the creasing of the bracing walls 
along the proper crease line in forming the 
turned-under p5tions 18. In securing the bra 
ing walls to the floor section, the free edge only 
of the turned-under portion 8 of each bracing 

floor section and along a cent the longitudinal axis théreof, us leaving the greater part fs of each turned 
under portion unattached and móvable with re. 
spect to the floor sécti This leads to added 
advantages of considerablémerit, in the func 
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out in describing the opération theréof. 

to the particular item for which the device is 

tioning of my improved device, as will be pointed 

The merchandise holder of my invention' is designed to held items 2 such as bottles, cans, or the like which are formed with a periphéral 
ridge 23' at the botton thereof, and with respect. 
desigfied, the distance between opposite nótches 
3 in the device should be slightly less than the 
diamétér Öf the item in the plane of the ridge 23. 
Each item is assembled by forcing it, bottom 

downward, between the sidewalls 9, causing them. 
in such a mariner is to develop a reactive restoring force against 

the iterii, in the direction of the arrows in Figuré 3. This force is coisiderably enhancéd by the 
of the bracing walls it and the walls are resiliently hinged 

at a distance from the side 

  

  

    

  



2 
the bracing walls tend to swing, each about 
its respective hinge axis, Which lies along the 
region of attachment to the floor section f, and 
Such movement causes the unattached part 9 
of the turned-under portion of each bracing wall 
to fleX a Way from the floor Section. 
As the item is pushed home to its final posi 

tion in contact With the floor Section of the 
device, the ridge 23 Snaps into a pair of oppo 
sitely disposed notches 3, permitting the side 
walls 9 to initiate a return movement in the 
direction of their normal position, thereby lock 
ing the item in place. Complete restoration of 
the side Walls to their normal position is pre 
cluded by the presence of the item itself which, 
as a result, is placed under pressure-engagement 
by the side walls, leaving the turned-under por 
tions 8 of the bracing walls still partially flexed 
away from the floor section, as indicated in Fig 
ure 4. Such partial flexing of the turned-under 
portion of each bracing Wall is of considerable 
importance in the efficient operation of my device, 
since it enables the items themselves to create 
or set up forces in the device, which will aid 
those restoring forces already existing in the 
stressed portions, and thereby increase the hold 
ing or locking effect of the device and provide 
a much firmer grip on the items. This may be 
explained by pointing out that as the loaded 
device is set upon a flat surface such as a counter 
or shelf, the weight of the items held therein 
will be distributed equally to the bracing walls 
and thereby produce a reactive force upwardly 
against each bracing Wall. By reason of the 
Construction of each bracing wall and its hinged 
connection to the ficor section, such reactive 
forces as Will be induced by the weight of the 
items, Will be in directions to Supplement the 
restoring forces already existing in the device, 
thereby increasing the pressure-engagement be 
tween the side walls and the item and effecting 
a much firmer grip on the item. 
The side Walls 9 are preferably low in height 

to form a shallow trough, whereby substantially 
the entire merchandise may be exposed for dis 
play purposes, and may be removed, item by item 
as desired, merely by spreading the side Walls 
and lifting the item out. 
The bracing Walls, at the same time, offer sub 

stantial space for carrying advertising matter or 
directions as to the manner of use of the mer 
chandise carried in the holder. 
In addition to the advantages already attrib 

uted to my device, it also offers many advan 
tages in the packing and shipping of merchan 
dise, as the use of my holders assures proper 
spacing of the merchandise items and holds them 
against accidental displacement. Therefore, the 
need for packing material or partitioning com 
partments is eliminated, and practically no waste 
is incurred, as the same holders are used in the 
displaying and Selling of the merchandise after 
unpacking the same from the container in which 
they have been shipped. 
By reason of the Supporting effect of the brac 

ing walls and the forces developed in my device, 
as previously explained, the device can be and 
preferably is made from cheap flexible material 
such as paper or the like, having a certain degree 
of resiliency. A single such device may very eco 
nomically be formed from a rectangular blank, 
and of interest in this connection is the fact 
that the preparation of such blank need not in 
volve the slightest waste of material, as clearly 
indicated in Figure 5 which depicts a blank from 

2,331,038 
which one such device may be formed. With 
reference to this figure, the components of the 
device are indicated by primed reference nu 
merals corresponding to the unprimed numerals 
employed in the previous figures. The portion 
forming the floor section f ' runs through the 
middle of the blank and is defined by two rows 
of cuts forming the tabs 5' which in turn are 
joined by score lines 25. Spaced from each row 
of tab cuts is a score line 27 to determine the 
height of each side wall 9', the remainder of 
the blank adjacent each side wall 9', being dedi 
cated to the formation of a bracing wall 7. 
A Score line 29 through each of these remaining 
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portions of the blank Will facilitate bending or 
creasing the bracing wall T' around the free 
ends of the tabs 5' during assembling. 
The notches 3 of the assembled device come 

into existence upon assembling the blank, and as 
Will be apparent from the drawing, these notches 
are determined by the same cuts which define the 
tabs. Although the cuts may be made to provide 
rectangular notches, notches which are rhom 
boidal in shape are preferable, as they afford a 
better hold on the item to be secured, and will 
inherently compensate for varying thicknesses 
in the ridge. 
While I have disclosed a blank from which to 

assemble a single device, the devices may be man 
ufactured in quantity under high speed methods, 
by providing the cuts and score lines in blank 
material as it is removed in ribbon form from a 
Suitable roll, and in a continuous operation, as 
Sembling the material as it is so cut and scored, 
and then cutting off sections to desired length, 
Which length will be determined by the number 
of items that each device is intended to hold. 
The completed holder thus provides a cheap 

but efficient and attractive means for holding and 
displaying merchandise of the character de 
Scribed, and one offering many advantages. Al 
though the device has been described as a holder 
for bottles or cans having a ridge at the bottom 
thereof, merchandise in bags may similarly be 
retained in the device by stitching a ridge around 
the bottom edge of each bag. 
While I have described what I consider the pre 

ferred form of my invention, it is apparent that 
the same may be modified, without departing 
from the Spirit thereof, and I accordingly do not 
desire to be limited in my protection, except as 
may be necessitated by the prior art and the 
appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A merchandise holder, preferably for items 

Such as bottles, cans or the like having a periph 
eral ridge at the bottom thereof, comprising, a 
trough of flexible material including a floor sec 
tion, a pair of Side walls having portions thereof 
terminating short of said floor section to provide 
Space for the reception of such peripheral ridge 
upon the insertion of a can or the like in said 
trough; and a supporting wall for each of said 
Side Walls, Said supporting wall being joined along 
One of its edges to its associated side wall ad 
jacent the upper edge thereof and along its op 
posite edge to said floor section, and disposed at 
an acute angle with respect to said floor section. 

2. A merchandise holder, preferably for items 
such as bottles, cans or the like having a periph 
eral ridge at the bottom thereof, comprising, a 
trough of flexible material including a floor sec 
tion having laterally extending tabs, a pair of 
side walls connecting with said floor section and 
having portions thereof terminating short of said 
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floor section; and a supporting Wall for each of 
said side walls, said supporting wall being joined 
along one of its edges to its associated side wall 
adjacent the upper edge thereof and folded over 
and under said floor section, tabs and affixed to 
said floor section. 

3. A merchandise holder, preferably for items 
Such as bottles, cans or the like having a periph 
eral ridge at the bottom thereof, comprising, an 
Open top trough of flexible material having side 
Walls and a floor section intermediate said side 
Walls, said side walls being resiliently hinged to 
Said floor section to permit stressed spreading of 
Said Walls for the insertion of such item through 
the open top of said trough, and notched at spaced 
intervals adjacent said floor section, to receive 
said ridge and at least partially relieve the 
Stressed condition of said side walls whereby to 
hold such item against displacement and a sup 
porting member connected to each side wall at 
the top thereof and at an angle thereto, said 
member being disposed to overlie a side of said 
trough and to be folded thereunder and affixed 
thereto, to normally position said side wall at 
an acute angle to said floor section. 

4. A merchandise holder, preferably for items 
Such as bottles, cans or the like having a periph 
eral ridge at the bottom thereof, comprising, a 
trough of flexible material having side walls, each 
notched at spaced intervals adjacent the bottom 
edge thereof, a floor section joining said side walls 
along the bottom edges thereof and having spaced 
tabs extending beyond said side walls; a bracing 
Wall for each of said side walls, said bracing wall 
being joined to the upper edge of a side wall and 
folded over and under those floor section tabs 
extending beyond said side wall; and means affix 

3 
edge of a. side wall and folded under said floor 
section in spaced relationship to said side wall 
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ing the turned-under portion of such bracing 
Wall to the underSurface of said floor section. 

5. A merchandise holder, preferably for items 
Such as bottles, cans or the like having a periph 
eral ridge at the bottom thereof, comprising, a 
trough of flexible material having side walls, each 
notched at spaced intervals adjacent the bottom 
edge thereof, a floor section joining said side 
Walls along the bottom edges thereof and having 
Spaced tabs extending beyond said side walls; 
a bracing Wall for each of said side walls, said 
bracing Wall being joined to the upper edge of a 
Side Wall and folded over and under those floor 
Section tabs extending beyond said side wall, and 
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to normally dispose said wall at an acute angle 
to said floor section; and means affixing the 
turned-under portion of such bracing wall to 
the undersurface of said floor section. 

7. A merchandise holder, preferably for items 
such as bottles, cans or the like having a periph 
eral ridge at the bottom thereof, comprising, a 
trough of flexible material having side walls, 
each notched at spaced intervals adjacent the 
bottom edge thereof and toed in toward each 
other, a floor section joining said side walls along. 
the bottom edges thereof and having spaced tabs 
extending beyond said side walls; a bracing Wall 
for each of said side walls, said bracing wall be 
ing joined to the upper edge of a side wall and 
folded over and under those floor section tabs 
extending beyond said side Wall; and means af 
fixing the turned-under portion of such bracing 
Wall beneath said floor section along a region 
Spaced from the edge of said floor section. 

8. A merchandise holder, preferably for items 
Such as bottles, cans or the like having a periph 
eral ridge at the bottom thereof, comprising, a 
trough of flexible material including a floor sec 
tion, a pair of side walls having portions thereof 
terminating short of said floor section; and a 
supporting wall for each of said side walls, both 
Said side Walls and Supporting walls being nor 
mally toed inwardly to make interior angles with 
the floor Section of less than 90. 

9. A merchandise holder, preferably for items 
Such as bottles, cans or the like having a periph 
eral ridge at the bottom thereof, comprising a 
trough of flexible material including a floor sec 
tion, a pair of side walls connecting with the floor 
Section and having portions thereof terminating 
short of said floor section, and a bracing wall 
for each of said side walls, said bracing wall be 
ing joined along one of its edges to its associ 
ated Side Wall adjacent its upper edge and folded 
under and secured to said floor section along a 
region Spaced from the edge of said floor section, 
leaving a portion of the under-turned section of 
said bracing wall free to flex away from the floor 

; Section. 
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means affixing the turned-under portion of such 
bracing wall to the undersurface of said floor 
Section along a region of said floor section spaced 
from the side thereof. 

6. A merchandise holder, preferably for items 
such as bottles, cans or the like having a periph 
eral ridge at the bottom thereof, comprising, a 
trough of flexible material having side walls, each 
notched at Spaced intervals at the bottom edge 
thereof, a floor section joining said side, walls 
along the bottom edges thereof between said 

55 

10. A merchandise holder, preferably for items 
Such as bottles, cans or the like having a periph 
eral ridge at the bottom thereof, comprising a 
trough of flexible material including a floor sec 
tion, a pair of side walls connecting with the 
floor Section and having portions thereof termi 
nating short of said floor section, and a bracing 
Wall for each of said side walls, said bracing wall 
being joined along One of its edges to its associ 

rated side wall adjacent its upper edge and folded 
under and secured to said floor section along a 
region Spaced from the edge of said floor sec 
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notches; a bracing Wall exceeding in width that 
of a Side Wall for each of said side walls, said 
bracing Wall being joined adjacent the upper 

65 

tion, leaving a portion of the under-turned sec 
tion of said bracing wall extending beyond the 
edge of said floor section and free to flex away 
therefrom 

REGINALD. B. MELER 

  


