
Dec. 5, 1950 W. R. BROWN 2,532,355 
CONVERTIBLE BED, DRESSER AND DAVENPORT 

Filed March 27, 1947 3 Sheets-Sheet 1 

www.rw wers 

6 N 
Sa? Sl 

R 

26.2 ls st- ?elliams from 

4 42-seat 

  



Dec. 5, 1950 W. R. BROWN 2,532,355 
CONVERTIBLE BED, DRESSER AND DAVENPORT 

Filed March 27, 1947 3. Sheets-Sheet 2 

INVENTOR, w/inki C. 
BY 

4, 22zoceae. 

  



Dec. 5, 1950 W. R. BROWN 2,532,355 
CONVERTIBLE BED, DRESSER AND DAVENPORT 

Filed March 27, 1947 3. Sheets-Sheet 3 

RNASAYASSA 

l 

22EgaCO3Cfoggs 

A. 

INVENTOR, 
2e2Zaz 723rozza 
747-r zlové. 

-4 ATTORNEYs. 

  



Patented Dec. 5, 1950 2,532,355 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
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DAVENPORT 

William R. Brown, Cleveland, Ohio 
Application Niarch 27, 1947, Serial No. 737,461 

(C. 5-2) 4 Clains. 

My invention relates to furniture, and more 
particularly to an article of furniture which en 
bodies a construction affording several different 
types of accolnmodations within a limited amount 
Of Space. 
One of the objects of this invention is an article 

of furniture which is readily convertible for Se 
lective use either as a davenport, a bed, or dresser, 
as may be desired and wherein each converted 
type of use presents the full facilities thereof 
to the user. 
Another object of the invention is the connpact 

arrangement and construction of the pieceihak 
ing the same extremely desirable for use in hotels 
apartments, or homes where available space is of 
a linited nature. 
A further object of the invention is an article 

of furniture combining a davenport, bed, and 
dresser, table, desk or the like, so constructed and 
arranged that the same may, by light effort, be : 
converted in use from any one of the uses selected 
to another of said uses. 
A still further object resides in a convertible 

article of furniture which, when converted as a 
davenport, not only possesses the appearance of 
a conventional davenport design, but provides 
an adequate and independent inclined back rest 
and seat cushion for the davenport, such member; 
serving also to hide those other structural fea 
tures not present in a davenport. 
Ancther object of the invention resides in a 

convertible article of furniture which may be used 
as a single, double or three-quarter bed, the seat 
cushion being stored or rolled out of sight, within 
the article of furniture, and the back rest being 
adjusted to a vertical position still hiding the 
davenport and dresser unit. 
Another object of the invention consists in a 

convertible article of furniture which, when ar 
ranged as a dresser, writing desk, table or the 
like, according to my invention, requires but 
simple adjustment to hide the bed and davenport 
structure, that is, the dresser unit may be made 
available for use by simply rotating the back 
rest forwardly and moving the dresser unit for. 
wardly over the seat cushion and back rest of 
the davenport. 
A further object Of the invention resides in the 

provision of an article of furniture convertible 
on a single or common base or frame to provide 
davenport, bed, or dresser facilities without the 
necessity of changing the position of the base or 
frame. 
A still further object of the invention is its 

2 
ices easily and quickly. While ordinarily during 
the day it has the appearance of, and serves as 
a davenport, it can easily and quickly be con 
verted into a bed or changed into a dresser and, 
While 'Ordinarily during the night it is made to 
appear as and serve as a bed, it can easily and 
quickly be changed to serve as a dresser or re 
Stored to the appearance of and use as a daven 
port. 
Another object of the invention is the large 

number of good features combined in a single 
. (3:1pact article of furniture, including its sin 
glicity of design, itS modern and good appearance 
when in any of its service positions, its ease of 

5 Operation and the rapidity with which it can be 
changed from the facility of one service to the 
facility of another service, its sturdy construction 
and special features enabling it to retain its good 
appearance with long and constant usage, its 
ability to furnish so many important basic and 
3onstantly needed services and yet be made avail 
aisle at connparatively low costs considering the 
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unber of Services furnished and accommoda 
tions afforded. 
Other objects and advantages of this invention 

will become more apparent as the following, de 
Scription of one embodiment thereof progresses, 
eference being made to the accompanying draw 

ings in which like reference characters are en 
ployed to designate like parts throughout the 
Sae. - 

In the drawings: 
*Figure i is a perspective view of an embodiment, 

of my invention shown in use as a davenport; 
Figure 2 is a "perspective view of the same as 

converted into a dresser, writing desk, table, or 
the like; - 

iFigure 3 is a perspective view of the same 
shown converted to use as a bed; 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary vertical section taken 
on line A-4 of Figure 5; 

Figure 5 is a vertical transverse section through 
the apparatus showing the same when used as a 
davenport, but indicating in broken lines the 
positions of the back rest when not in use, that 
is, when the article of furniture is being used as 
a bed or as a dresser. 

Figure 6 is a rear perspective view of the back 
rest member; 

Figure 7 is a perspective view of the bed frame 
Springs and mattress and Support as viewed 
from below; 

Figure 8 is an enlarged perspective view of f. 
corner of the spring and mattress frameansi 

adaptability in supplying many important serv- 65 support showing the hinged forward resilient 
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ledge in a position opposed to that shown in 
Figure 7, and 

Figure 9 is an enlarged detail view of a latch 
releasing mechanism for the hinged ledge shown 
in Figure 7. 

In carrying out my invention according to the 
embodiment, illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings, I provide a main frame comprising & 
base including the side rails and the transversé 
forward and rear rails 2 and 3, respectively, rig 
idly secured together in rectangular form. The 
frame carries a plurality of casters 4 which Sup 
port the same on the floor. Side members 5 
which are preferably upholstered are Secured to 
the side rails of the frame as at 6 and terminate 
in their upward region in arm rests, there being 
a rear wall 8 connecting the rear ends of the side 
members 5 and also secured to the rear CrOSS rails 
3 of the frame. The rear wall 8 may extend up 
wardly above the forward level of the arm rests 
to form an abutment or stop for the dresser unit 
9 as will become inore apparent hereinafter. 
Siidably supported on the main frame is a 

spring and mattress fraine comprising side and 
transverse members for Sapporting the Springs 
and mattresses 2 there above. The frame 6 
carries on its under side a plurality of rollers 3 
as well as the rollers & carried along its outer 
side walls. The rollers 3 support this frame on 
the frame While the rollers & engage a plate 
5 on each side of the main frame So that the 
mattress and spring frame 3 may be roiled easily 
either forwardly or rearwardly on the main Slip 
port . During such movement the rolle's lik Will 
prevent lateral movement and binding or fric- 3 
tional resistance of the spring and mattress unit 
as it is being moved outwardly of the main body 
or as it is moved in Wardly thereof. 

Vertical side and rear walls 3 ahd respec 
tively are secured on the Spring and mattress 
frame and enclose the Springs and mattresses 2 
on three sides as illustrated in Figure 7. The 
front wall of the mattress frame includes a rail 
8 supported on or secured to the base and a 
gate 9 hinged at a plurality of points 2 to the 
rail 8. As shown in Figures 7 and 8, the gate 
9 comprises the substantially parallel, relatively 
movable rails 9 and 28, there being end guide 
channels 22 secured to the rail 9 and arranged 
to slidably receive the ends of the rail 2. 
rails 9 and 2 are normally urged apart by the 
compression spirings 23 carried on the pins 24 
secured in one of the rails 9 or 2 and operating 
in aligned openings in the other of Said rails. 
In order to limit the upward movement on rail 
2, I provide a plurality of flexible straps 25 of 
leather or fabric secured at their ends to the re 
spective rails 3 or 2 . By such means, when the 
gate 9 is lip as in Figure 3, the cushioning effect 
of the mattress along its forward edge is not in 
paired under load, that is, the load of a perSon 
sitting on the forward edge of the cushion of 
the davenport and thereby depressing the same 
will at the same time depress the rail 2 against 
the compression of the springs 23. 

In order that the gate may be held in closed 
position or moved to the position shown in Figure 
7 about a horizontal axis, I have provided means 
for releasably latching the same in the mattress 
frame. Suitable angle irons 2 are secured to the 
side members 6 as shown. The forward flanges 
2. thereof lying against the inner Surface of the 
rail. 2 when the gate is up and affording a rigid 
Wall behind which the free ends of the latch rods 
28 may be engaged. The latch rods operate ax 
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4. 
ially through the lugs 29 and through the latch 
box 30 which is illustrated in detail in Figure 9. 
The inner ends of the latch rods 23 are pivotally 
carried at 3 on opposite sides of the fulcrum 32 
of the lever 33, the latch lever 33 terminates out 
Wardly of the box 3 in a grip 34 there being a 
slot 35 in the box to permit the ever 33 to be 
swung in either direction. Springs 36 anchored 
at one end to a wall of the box 39 are connected 
at their opposite ends to the lever 33 at pointS on 
opposite sides of its fulcrum 32 tending to there 
by normally position the lever 33 as shown in 
Figure 9 and to hold rods 28 in an outwardly ex 
tended position. 
In such position of the lever, the rods 28 are 

projected so that their free ends are latched be 
hind the flanges 27 of the angle irons 25 when 
the gate is up to hold the gate 9 in the position 
shown in Figure 8. When it is desired to release 
the gate so that it may be swung to the position 
shown in Figure 7, the grip 34 of the latch is 
moved to the left in Figure 9, thereby retracting 
the latch rods 28 until their ends are free of the 
flanges 27 thus permitting the gate to be dropped 
to its lowermost position. 
From the above it will be seen that the mat 

tress frame including the springs and the mat 
tress 2 may be moved as a unit outwardly or in 
wardly of the main frame f. When moved out 
wardly to the position shown in Figure 3, the ar 
ticle of furniture constitutes a bed which may be 
of double or three-quarter size depending partly 
upon the distance the bed frame is moved out 
wardly of the main frame f. It is to be noted 
that the mattress frame carries a plurality of floor 
engaging castors 39 supporting the frame 3 
along its foorward rail. It is desirable that one 
of these castors 39 be positioned on each end of 
the rail and that one be provided intermediate 
the ends as illustrated in Figure 3 so that the 
Whole frame Will have Support When the frame is 
extended. 

Storage space beneath the mattress frame and 
the main frame may be provided in the form of 
One or more dra We's A Which are Slidable for 
Wardly on Suitable runner strips, there being a 
back stop provided at 4 to limit the rearward 
motion of the drawers. 
A back rest 42 comprising a frame carrying a 

cushion is slidably and pivotally carried in the 
upright side members 5 of the main body by 
means of rollerS mounted on headed Shafts 43 
operating in the slots 44 in each of the end plates 
5. It Will be noted that the forward end of the 

slot 44 is inclined downwardly as at 45 so that 
When the back rest is in the full line position as 
shown in Figure 5, that is, inclined slightly from 
the vertical, its bottom wall will normally lie close 
to or in contact with the seat pad 46, and will 
be retained in this position and against back 
Ward movement under load by the engagement 
of the ends of the rods 28a in the openings or 
notches 65 in the plates 5. As the back rest is 
moved rearwardly to vertical position and the 

5 rollers travel up the inclined slots 45, the back 
rest is raised out of contact with the pad 46. 
The top of the back rest will rest against the for 
ward portion of the dresser 9 and may be latched 
in place in this position by suitable means which 
Will be described presently. When the back rest 
is in the full line position, it will be noted that 
additional storage Space is provided behind the 
back rest and in front of the dresser section 9. 
This may be utilized for storing pillows, small 
cushions or other articles when the article of fur 

  



means for retaining the upper 
back rest against the dresser 9 

uu ame time per itting a. stibsta ially 
fertical sliding movement of the back rest when 
the same is shifted from its full line position in 
Figure 5 to its vertical position as indicated by 
the broken lines therein comprises a rod or re 
ilient wire 49 supported in the back wall of the 
k rest and lying adjacent a vertically elon 

gated opening 59 therein. The rod or wire 49 is 
anchored at 5i and 53 and at its opposite end is 
formed into a grip 52. At this end of the rod 
there is a slot or opening in the back rest 
through which the end of the rod passes for lim 
iting its lateral motion. A hook 54 is carried by 
the dresser 9 and projects into the opening 55 
of the back rest and is adapted to engage and 
overlie the resilient rod or wire 49. When it is 
desired to release the top of the back rest from 
the hook 54, the operator merely grasps the grip 
52 and shifts the wire to one side to release its 
engagement from the hook. The back rest Inay 
then be rotated in a counter-clockwise direction 
as in Figure 5 to its substantially horizontal po 
sition as indicated by the broken lines in this 
figure. - 

I have provided means whereby the back rest 
42 may be releasably held at the lower or bed 
surface side thereof in its inclined full line po 
Sition in Figure 5, such means being substan 
tially confined within the back rest as illustrated 
in Figure 6 and constituting a pair of latch rods 
28d extending from a latch release mechanism 
similar to that shown in Figure 9 and indicated 
generally at 30a in Figure 6, the rods projecting 
at their outer ends through the back rest side 
plates to engage a recess 65 in the side plates 5 
of the main body. By gripping the hand grip 
34a located in the front portion of the back rest, 
and shifting the same in a clockwise direction as 
in Figure 9, the rods 28a may be withdrawn from 
the recesses 65, and the back rest 42 may then 
be moved rearwardly at its lower side to cause 
the pins 43 to ride up the inclined slot 43 and 
rearwardly thereof to the vertical position of the 
back rest as indicated by the broken lines in Fig 
lure 5. Suitable stop nuts (not shown) may be 
carried near the ends of the rods 28a to limit the 
outward movement of the rods. It is to be noted 
that it is not necessary to release the latch 49 
from the hook 54 in order to shift the back rest 
to its true vertical position inasmuch as the up 
ward and rearward movement of the back rest 
will be translated through the rod 49 and the 
hook 54 without disengaging the same. When 
the back rest 42 is in this vertical position, the 
davenport cushion 46 may be shifted to its rear 
Ward position as explained above without any . 
binding action due to contact between it and the 
bottom of the back rest preparatory to arrang 
ing the entire device as a bed as in Figure 3. 
When the article of furniture is to be used as 

a davenport there is provided the davenport 
cushion 46 which normally overlies the mattress 
2 as shown in Figure 5. The cushion 46 is pro 

vided at its rear portion with headed pins 55 ex 
tending beyond the respective sides of the cush 
ion and projecting into and holding rollers 
which Operate in the elongated slots 56 formed 
in the side plates 5. The forward end of the 
slots 56 extends downwardly so that when the 
cushion 46 is in the position shown in Figure 5 
it will lie flat upon the mattress f2, but when it 
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is desired to remove the cushion 46 from this 
position to a rearward position within the fraime 
, the pins 55 will travel up the inclined slot and 
thence rearwardly along the slots 56 so that the 
cushion 46 will be free to slide rearwardly with 
in the frame where it can be stored out of 
sight when the article of furniture is to be used 
as a bed. When the cushion 46 is in its rearward 
position as explained above and held out of fric 
tional contact with the mattress 12, by the pins 
55 and rollier 55a, the mattress frame 10 and the 
mattreSS may be moved forwardly and inde 
pendently of the cushion 46 to the position shown 
in Figure 3 so that the piece may be used as a 
bed. 
The dresser unit 9 consists of top, side and rear 

Walls there being provision made for suitable 
drawers 57 and, if desired, a writing desk-see 
tion 58. A mirror 59 may be supported on the 
top of the dresser 9 to move with the dresser init 
or Supported on the rear wall 8 of the unit, or 
it may be suspended on a wall of the room di 
lectly behind the dresser. 
The dresser 9 is movably supported in the ar 

ticle of furniture by means of side bearing plates 
60 which are secured at 6 to the depending side 
walls of the unit 9 and which are formed along 
their lower edge with a bearing flange 62 for 
supporting the unit 9 on a plurality of rollers 
63 rotatably mounted in a channel 64, one of 
which is secured to each of the main body side 
members 5 as illustrated more particularly in 
Figure 4. 
The bearing rollers 63 are provided at inter 

sts vals within the channel 64 from the rear wall 8 
of the main frame to the forward end thereof as 
illustrated in Figure 5 so that as the dresser unit 
9 is brought forwardly to the position shown in 
Eigure 2, the flange 62 of each of the side plates 
60 will have bearing contact with a plurality of 
these rollers at all times during its travel to its 
forward position. . . . . . .- 

In operation, the article of furniture may be 
used as a davenport as shown in Figure 1, as a 

45 dresser as shown in Figure 2 or as a bed of either Single, double or three-quarter width as shown in 
Figure 3. . . 
Assuming that the device is arranged as in 

Figure 1 and it is desired to utilize the same as 
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so a dresser as shown in Figure 2, it is merely nec 
essary for the user to release the rod 52 from the hook 54 disconnecting the upper side of the 
back rest 42 from the dresser unit 9, whereupon 
the back rest may be rotated about the pins 43 

56 in the forward part of the slot 44 to a horizontal 
position as shown by the broken lines in Figure 5. 
The dresser unit 9 may then be pulled to its for 
ward position as indicated in Figure 2, the flange 
62 of the plates 60 sliding over the rollers 63 

60 upon which the entire dresser unit is supported. 
To use the apparatus as a bed, the dresser 

unit 9, if in its forward position, may be returned 
to its rearward position and the back rest 42 is 
brought to its vertical position as in Figure 5 by 
releasing the rods 28a from the openings or de 
pressions 65 to permit the back rest to assume 
this vertical position, the pins 43 sliding up the 
inclined forward end of the slot 44 and back to 
the position shown in Figure 5. The next step 
is to move the davenport cushion 46 along the 
slot 56 to its rear position below the dresser 9. 
With the cushion 46 free of the mattress 2, 
the entire mattress unit comprising the frame O 
and the mattress 2 may be pulled forwardly to 

75 the position shown in Figure 3 whereupon the 
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apparatus may now be used as a bed, it being 
noted that the necessary sheets and other bedding 
material may be in place so that when the bed 
is pulled forwardly it will be ready for use, al 
though the bed pillows may have been first taken 
from the space between the dresser 9 and the in 
clined back rest where they are stored when the 
bed is not in use. 
By means of my invention, I have provided 

in one compact article of furniture several fa 
cilities, any one of which may be at the user's 
disposal without the necessity of moving heavy 
furniture units requiring considerable effort and 
Without changing the position of the main frame 
of the apparatus. The invention further con 
Serves useful Space in Such places as hotel rooms 
or Small apartments by making such space avail 
able to many facilities which could not be ob 
tained by other means. 
Various changes may be made in the details 

of construction and ari'angement of parts with 
out departing from the spirit of the invention 
and the Scope of the appended claims. 
I claim: 
1. An article of furniture selectively convertible 

for use as a bed, dresser and davenport, com 
prising a main supporting frame having verti 
cally disposed side and rear walls, a spring and 
mattress carrying bed frame slidably supported 
by and guided within the main frame permitting it 
rearward and forward movement thereof, chan 
nel rails horizontally disposed and carried in 
Wardly of and by Said main frame side walls, a 
plurality of rollers aligned horizontally and car 
ried by and within the channel rails, a dresser i 
unit disposed above and transversely of the bed 
frame, Supporting plate members depending 
therefrom and having a flanged lower portion 
movable along said channel rails in engagement 
With said rollers to slidably support said dresser 
unit and to permit forward and rearward move 
ment thereof, vertically disposed object carrying 
Side plates attached to the inner surface of the 
side members of the main frame, extending up 
Wardly of the base of the main frame and in 
Wardly of the said channel rails and separated 
therefrom sufficiently to permit free movement 
of Said supporting plate members therebetween, 
such object carrying plates being provided with 
aligned slots disposed substantially horizontally, 
a seat cushion slidably supported at its sides by 
and between said object carrying side plates and 
adapted for movement rearwardly of said main 
frame to a position above and free of the bed 
and also adapted to movement forwardly of said 
main frame rear Wall, a back rest positioned for 
wardly of and by the dresser unit when said 
dresser is in its rearward position, outwardly dis 
posed carrying means. On each end of said back 

i. 
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8 
rest projecting into and slidable in said slots, said 
back rest being thereby rotatable in said side 
plates forwardly from a substantially vertical po 
sition adjacent said dresser unit to a horizontal 
position to be supported by the bed at a level 
sufficiently below the dresser unit to permit the 
dresser unit to be moved forwardly thereover to 
its forward position flush with the front of the 
bed in its rearward position when it is desired 
to use the article of furniture as a dresser, said 
back rest being further adapted to movement 
from its support by the bed to a substantially 
vertical position after the dresser has been moved 
thereover to its rearward position, said back rest 
being supported and releasably held in Such po 
sition by the dresser and thus permitting the bed 
to be moved to its forward position when it is 
desired to use the article of furniture as a bed, 
and permitting the bed to be returned to its rear 
ward position and the seat cushion to be moved 
to its forward and lowered position to be Sup 
ported by the bed when it is desired to use the 
article of furniture as a davenport. 

2. An article of furniture as defined in claiml 
including cooperating means carried by said 
dresser unit and by said back rest for holding 
the back rest in a substantially vertical position 
but releasable to permit said back rest to be moved 
to a horizontal position. 

3. An article of furniture as defined in claiml 
in which said aligned slots include a forward pol' 
tion angularly disposed with respect to the re 
mainder of said slots, whereby said back rest may 
be disposed in an inclined position. When its car 
rying means is in the said forward slot portions 
and whereby said back rest may be supported 
in a vertical position against said dresser unit and 
clear of the path of movement of Said seat 
cushion when said carrying means is in the re 
maining slot portionS. 

4. An article of furniture as defined in claim i 
including cooperating means on said side plates 
and said seat-cushion for raising and guiding 
said cushion clear of said bed frame in its move 
ment toward the rear wall of Said Supporting 
frame. 

WILLIAM R. BROWN. 
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