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ARTICLE HOLDER AND GONTAINER

“Louis Trecek, Madlson, Wls., assignor to The
-Celon ‘Conrpany, Madxson, WlS., a corporation e

-of Wisconsin -

*Application March. 29, 1944, Serial Nd.:528;_5'5"7"

] 7 Claims.
1 ’ ,

“This invention relates to an article holder and
conitainer of the type disciosed and claimed in
applicant’s co-pending application Serial Num-
ber 477,545, filed March 1, 1943, now known.as
‘Paterit 2,419,745, patented April 29, 1947 and.as-
signed to-the present assignee.

An ‘important obiect of the present 1nvent1on
is to .provide an dttractive merchandising pack-
age ‘éomprising .a ‘container for an article, siich
as a toothbrush, and the like, wherein 3 holder
for securing the artidle in tlie container may be
used for holding and supporting the article after
‘it has been .removed from the.container for daily
use; ‘the package for merchandising purposes
comprising the holder for supporting the article,
and a ‘thin tubular film of regenerated cellulose
encasing the articlé and holder,-and maintaining
4he drticle in fixed relation .with respect to the
‘holder by the shrinkable -characteristics -of -the
material -from which the tubular encasing mem-
“ber is made.

Another important object of the invention is
to provide -an . dttractive package comprising .an
article and.article support.encased in a:transpar-
ent.or partially transparent wrapper, the:article
support being .adapted 'as.a holder for the -ar-
ticle after the -article and holder -are rremoved
from the .enclosing .wrapper, the wrapper :being
Shrunk over the article and:-holder to.hold-the ar-
ticle .in ‘juxtaposition with respect to the holder
.y the shrinkable characteristics of-the material
from which.the encasing wrapper is-made,

Another object of the invention:is the .pro-
vision of-a new:and.improved:package-comp¥is-
ing .an -article holder 'having relatively resilient
ends, .for ‘-holding- clampingly the -article.

" A still further object -of the invention -is:the
.provision of a.package including a new and:novel
-article-holder which is constructed from:-a single
.piece . of :material, -such-as-metal or:plastic, cer-
tain-parts of the:piece being:bent or struck up-so

as-to -provide. a support for the article while. in
.package -form to-prevent:-damage ito-thearticle
by -the shrinkable :wrapper as “well as:providing
.a support: or holder for:the article .when:inudaily
ase after removal from-the package. -

‘Numerous other-objects:and advantages willibe
-apparent:throughout: the progress: of rthe follow-
Ing: specifications.

The -accompanying :drawings: 111ustrate & cer-
-tain:seleeted: embodiment cof “the: mvention a,nd
theviews therein-are asfollows:

~Fig.-1 is-a: perspective view . of thie article holder,

. Fig.-2 is-a detailiperspeetive:viewsof: a. tube of
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shrmkable matemal whmh comprxces the encasmg
member T

‘Fig. .3 is a detail 1ong1tud1na,1 sectional “view of
‘the artlcle holder securing ‘the article, wﬂ‘,h q
tube .of cellulosm materla,l encasmg ‘the holder
..and article,

‘Fig. 4 isanend view of the holder, i i

g, 5is.a detaﬂ sectmnal view on-the line 5—5

of Fxg 3,
Fig. 6 is a detail sectional view of the im-
proved package theé encasing .tube bemg in 1ts
dehydrated, shrunk form -and providing -an afr-
tight and gerin=proof - pa.ckage, “the ‘encasing
wrapper also’ holdmg the artlcle tightly -against
thé holder,

Fig. Tis o -view of an end-of the package’ shown
‘inFiz. 6 and showmg the encasing tubular’ mem-
‘ber shrink over ‘anend of the holder, and

F1g 8 is a. deta,ll sectional view -on-the line
'8——£ofF1g 6.

"The pa.rtmular .package herein- shown for® ‘the
purpose of illustrating ‘the’ ‘invention compnses a
holder ' :for supporting “an ‘article 2, 'such as 4
-toothbrush, and -a tubular encasing ‘member 3
‘which:is miade from-a; thin film of shllnkablema-
‘terigl such as regenerated cellulose.

The helder* i, Fig. 1, is" preferably made from a
single piece of’ matenal which can be ‘struck ot
‘molded, and which has resilient ‘characteristics
su‘ch*a;salummum ‘or other-metal or plastic. The
-holdér has ‘an“elongated body ‘portion 4, Flg 1,
“with -preferably intégral upturned ends‘5 and-6.

“The ends‘5-and 6 are preferably resilient so that

=they will “give”-or spring out-a sufficeint distance
‘to' ‘permit the- -article *2 -to -be’ inserted therebe-
‘tween -and then sprrng ba,ck to yieldingly clamp
‘the article -as-shown in Figs. 3 .and 6. These énd
pieces § and 6 “are provided with protuberarnces
1 ‘having :recesses '8 to receive the ends of ‘the
‘toothbrush 2 and keep’ the bristles 8 on the brush
‘2:from - contdeting the body of the holder to pre-

~vent -the bristles ‘from-being crushed when the

casing'd shrinks.:

“Parts 10and- 11, integral w1th the body I, pro-
-yide:supports Tor the-toothbrush handle 12 inter-
imediate the ends of the article. The' supports
-10-and “f I:are struck out from the body I when

“the Body is'maide of metal; or they may be formed

as g part of a molding operation should be body
-be'made of some moldable material,-such asplas-
-tic. "Theinvention -contemplates rigid supports
-10-and’ | I'regardless of how: they are formed and
:whéther:they are integral or: formed ds: ‘Sepatrate
paits:  The body *fis also: provided with spaced
openings:13:to lighten the body.and to form win-
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3
dows to permit full view of the article through
the package. Some of these openings may be
partially the result of a striking-up operation,
and they may be enlarged, and may assume any
geometrical formation desired.

The body 1 also may be provided with slotted
opening 14 which has g circular part 15 termi-
nating into an elongated slot part 16, Fig. 1, so
as to permit the body to be hung.up whereby the
holder when removed from the enclosing casing,

is adaptable for use as @ permanent holder for: -

10

the toothbrush. The circular opening 15 permits

the body to be slipped over the -head of a hanger
element, such as a nail or screw, and then slid
downwardly until the body of the hanger will be
in the slotted part 16, whereupon the body will

15

be supported between the head of the hanger and

a backing element, such as a wall. - B :
The casing or enclosing envelope 3 comprises,
preferably, a tube of thin transparent material
which has shrinkable characteristics such as re-
generated cellulose which has been found to be
particularly adaptable for the purpose. A tube
of hydrated regenerated cellulose in the form of
a tube, Fig. 2, is slipped over the holder and ar-
ticle as shown in Fig. 3, the tube being longer
than the holder to provide extending ends 17 and
18, which will seal down over the ends of § and 6
of the holder. The tube, when dehydrated, will
shrink tightly about the holder and article as
shown in Fig. 6 and hold the article in locked
position against the holder. The shrinking also
causes the projecting ends {7 and (8 to seal over
the ends 5 and 6 as indicated at 19, Figs. 6 and 7.
" It is desirable that the tube of film material 3
be clear and transparent fo permit inspection of
the articlee when packaged, however, it is also
desirable that the package contain printed mat-
ter such as the manufacturer’s name, a trade-
mark, or other matter or indicia. While the
printing. matter may be done on clear cellulose,
it has been found desirable to form the tube with
an opaque part in the form of a siripe 20 to re-
ceive the printed matter or indicia. The opaque
part 28 may be on one side only, or it may be on
more than one side, also the stripes may be any
color desired, or the entire tube 3 may be opaque
and of stripes of contrasting colors. S
In assembling the package, the toothbrush 2
is inserted in the holder i by inserting the tooth-
brush ends under the extensions 5 and 6 with the
handle 12 lying on the supports {0 and (1. The
tube -3 is then placed over the holder with the
ends {7 and (8 of the tube extending beyond the
ends of the holder as shown in Fig. 3. The pack-
age is then permitted to dry whereupon the tube
will shrink and tighten the parts into an airtight
germ-proof package as shown in Fig. 6. )
The invention provides an airtight germ-proof
package having an extremely ornamental and at-
tractive appearance. The package is neat and
compact, and permits the contained article to be
readily viewed from the outside. - The package,
too, may be handled without:in any way contam-
inating the article. The holder prevents the brush
bristles from becoming crushed by the enclosing
tube when shrunk, as well as providing a perma-
nent hanger -or support .for the brush . during
-daily use. - R T o
Changes may be made-in the form; construc-
tion and arrangement of the parts without de-
parting from the spirit of the invention, or sacri-
ficing any of its advantages, and-the right is
:hereby reserved to make all such changes as fairly
fall within the scope of the following claims. - .
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The invention is hereby claimed as follows:

1. A new article of manufacture comprising an
article holder having an elongated body, resilient
end extensions on the body to hold clampingly
an article having a fragile part, a tube of shrink-
able material receiving said holder and article
and squeezing the article against the supports
when the tube has shrunk, and means on the
body and spacing the fragile part of the article
from a part of the body to prevent damage of the

-fragile part during shrinking of the tube.

2. A new article of manufacture comprising an
article holder having an elongated body, resilient
end extensions on the body to hold clampingly
‘an article having a fragile part, supports formed
integral with the body intermediate the ends
thereof to support the article between its ends

‘and to space the fragile part from the body, and

a tube of shrinkable material receiving said holder
and article and squeezing the article against the
supports when the tube has shrunk without con-
tacting the fragile part and thereby prevent dam-
age to the fragile part by the shrinking of the
tube.

_ 3. A new article of manufacture comprising an
article holder having an elongated body, resilient
end exftensions on the body to hold clampingly
an article having a crushable part, supports
formed integral with the body intermediate the
ends thereof to support the article between its
ends and to space the fragile part from the bedy,
and a tube of shrinkable material receiving said
holder and a part of the article excluding the
crushable part and squeezing the article against
the supports when the tube has shrunk without
contacting the crushable part so as to prevent
damage to the crushable part by the shrinking
of the tube, said tube being longer than the holder
to provide extending ends thereon, said extending
ends extending over the said end extensions and
completely sealing the article when said tube has
shrunk. )

4. An airtight, germ-proof package for a tooth-
brush or other like article comprising a tooth-
brush holder having an elongated body portion,
integral upstanding relatively resilient ends at the
ends -of the body, a toothbrush received remov-
ably and clampingly between said resilient ends,
integral upstanding supports on the body between
the ends and supporting the brush intermediate
its ends, and a tube of regenerated cellulose over
the holder and brush and sealed over the exterior
edges of the ends and extending over the outer
surfaces of the ends.

5. An airtight, germ-proof package for a tooth-
brush or other like article comprising a tooth-
brush holder having an elongated body portion,
integral -upstanding relatively resilient ends at
the ends of the body, a toothbrush received re-
movably ‘and clampingly between said resilient
ends, integral upstanding supports struck wup
from the body to support the toothbrush inter-
mediate its ends, said struck up portions provid-
ing openings in the body to permit the toothbrush
to be seen therethrough, said body also being
provided with an opening to permit the holder to
be hung up as a permanent support when the
holder and brush are removed from the package,
and’a thin film of transparent regenerated cellu-
lose shrunk over the body and brush and extend-
ing over the outersurfaces of said end pieces.

6. ‘An airtight, germ-proof package for a tooth-
brush or other like article comprising a tooth-
brush holder having an elongated body portion,
integral upstanding relatively vesilient ends at
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the ends of the body, a toothbrush received re-
movably and clampingly between said resilient
ends, integral upstanding supports struck up from
the body to support the toothbrush intermediate
its ends, said struck up portions providing open-
ings in the body to permit the toothbrush to be
seen therethrough, said body also being provided
with an opening to permit the holder to be hung
up as a permanent support when the holder and
brush are removed from the package, and a thin
film of transparent regenerated cellulose shrunk
over the body and brush and extending over the
outer surfaces of said end pieces, said film having
an opaque portion to receive printing matter
thereon.

7. A new article of manufacture comprising an
article holder having an elongated body, resilient
end extensions on the body to hold clampingly an

article having a fragile part, a tube of shrinkable .

material receiving said holder and article and
squeezing the article against the supports when
the tube has shrunk, and means on the body and
spacing the fragile part of the article from a part
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of the body to prevent damage of the fragile part
during shrinking of the tube, and whereby after
the tube of material is removed from the body, the
body provides a holder to support a toothbrush.
LOUIS TRECEK.
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