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This invention relates to a water sled and has for the primary object, the provision of 
a device of the above stated character which 
is especially adaptable for swimmers or 

is bathers, whereby they may be efficiently 
floated on the water and may propel the de 
vice with the hands and arms through the 
water at a very rapid speed and obviate the 
employment of oars or paddles and further 

10 the device is capable of maintaining a num 
ber of people afloat, thereby providing a very 
efficient life saving device. 
Another object of this invention is the pro 

vision of a water sled of the above stated 
is character which will be simple, durable and 

efficient and which may be manufactured and 
sold at a comparatively low cost. 
With these and other objects in view, 

this invention consists in certain novel fea 
20tures of construction, combination and ar 

rangement of parts to be hereinafter more 
fully described and claimed. For a complete understanding of my in 
vention, reference is to be had to the follow *º ing description and accompanying drawing, 
in which 

Figure 1 is a top plan view illustrating a 
water. sled constructed in accordance with 
my invention. . . 

Figure 2 is a plan view with the cover or 
deck removed from the hull. 

Figure 3 is a side elevation illustrating 
th??? ?? is a fr t tive vi igure 41s a fragmentary perspective view 

35 ;il????????????? the # means for the 
hull. 
Figure 5 is a transverse sectional view 

taken on the line 5-5 of Figure 1. 
Figure 6 is a detail sectional view illus 

trating a vent device for the hull. 
Referring in detail to the drawing, the 

numeral 1 indicates a hull including the sides 
2 and bottom 3 which gradually taper from 
a point intermediate its ends toward each 
end to form the bow 4 and stern 5. The 
taper of the bow 4 is greater than the taper 
of the stern to facilitate the passage of the 
hull through the water. As shown in Fig 
ure 3 the height of the sides is comparatively 
small so that a person lying upon the device 
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will be supported in close proximity to the 
surface of the water whereby the person may 
employ the hands and arms to propel the 
hull through the water, using the arms in a 
paddling motion. - 
The bottom and sides of the hull are 

strengthened by a reinforcing structure 6 
constructed from a plurality of longitudi 
nal and transversely extending strips 7 and 
8. The strips, 7 and 8 are relatively spaced to 
to form the reinforcing structure of a E. 
ton formation giving the sides and bottom 
of the hull the desired reinforcement and 
maintaining the weight of the device to a 
?????????? 
A cover or deck 9 is positioned over the 
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upper edges of the sides of the hull on which 
a person may lie and is suitably secured to 
the sides. The hull and deck may be con 
structed from any material suitable for the to 
purpose and if constructed from lightweight 
metal, the deck or cover may be welded to 
the sides. 
The deck 9 adjacent the bow of the hull is 

provided with an opening over which is 75 
positioned an apertured plate 10 having an 
internally threaded neck 11 extending 
through the opening of the deck and normal 
ly closed by a flanged and screw-threaded 
plug or cap 12. The cap or plug 12 has a 
leak-proof connection with the deck plate 11 
but may be removed from the deck plate when 
desiring to ventilate the interior of the hull 
which is desirable when the hull is in dry 
dock and under hot sun rays or the cap or plug may be removed when desiring to empty . 
the hull of water which may have leaked into 
the hull during the use of the device. - 
One of the principal advantages of this de 

vice is its light weight so that a person may 90 
conveniently carry or handle the device and 
launch the same in case of emergency so that 
persons in need of help within the water may 
grasp the device and maintain themselves 
afloat. Due to the construction and shape of 95 
the device its buoyancy is of a maximum ca 
pacity, therefore a number of persons resting . 

sitting upon the device will be maintained 
afloat. . . . - `• ? ?. .. -- 

While I have shown and described the pre- 100 
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ferred embodiment of my invention, it will be 
understood that minor changes in construc 
tion, combination and arrangement of parts 
may be made without departing from the 
spirit and scope of my invention, as claimed. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim is: 
A water sled comprising a tapering hullin 

cluding a bottom and narrow sides, a rein 
10 forcing structure located in the hull and en 

the bottom and sides and including ongitudinally and transversely arranged 
strips, a cover secured to the upper edges of 
the sides for closing the hull and on which a 
person may lie and be supported in close 
proximity to the surface of the water to per 
mit ??????? of the hull through the wa ter by the legs and arms of the person, and 
means in the cover for venting the hull. 

In testimony whereofI affix my signature. 
THOMAS EDWARD BLAKE. 
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