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3 Claims. 

This invention relates to receptacles and more 
specifically to receptacles in the nature of metal 
cans which are provided with collapsible pouring 
Spouts. 

Numerous fluid products such, for example, as 
lubricating oil are marketed in metal containers 
which are provided with pouring spouts through 
which the contents of the cans are dispensed. 
Economical packaging of the cans in bulk for 
shipment to the points of distribution to the re 
tail trade has quite generally dictated a policy 
of using relatively short Spouts, -Spouts which 
in use are not long enough to be entirely prac 
tical as, in the case of lubricating oil, where in 
accessible points of lubrication cannot be readily 
reached with the short spouts. 
To overcome this objection to the use of short 

pouring spouts, and at the same time to make 
possible the economical packaging of cans in 
bulk, the present invention contemplates and one 
of its objectS is to provide cans having relatively 
long spouts which may be collapsed when the 
cans are packed for shipment or when the cans 
are not in actual use. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a can having a collapsible spout Which is at all 
times positively attached to the can so that it . 
cannot be lost or mislaid. 
These and other objects, features and advan 

tages of the invention will more readily appear 
from the following description when taken in con 
nection with the accompanying drawing, in 
which: 

Fig. 1 is a side view of the top portion of a can 
With an attached pouring spout shown in solid 
lines in a collapsed position and in broken lines 
in a pouring position; 

Fig. 2 is a sectional view taken on line 2-2 of 
Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a top plan view of the can with its 
Spout in collapsed position; and - 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged sectional view taken on 
line 4-4 of Fig. 3. ' ' 

Referring to the drawing, it will be seen that 
there is provided a can having a body portion 0 
and a flat top 2, the top being secured to the 
body. in any desired manner as, for example, by 
double seaming, as shown. The top 2 is pro 
Vided with an opening 4, preferably adjacent 
to One end or a side of the can, in which a hollow 
neck 6 is secured in any desired manner, the 
Only requirement being that a tight joint be ob 
tained to prevent the liquid from leaking from 
the can. The free or upper end of the neck 6 is 
externally threaded as clearly shown at 7 in 

(CI. 221-26) 
Figs. 1, 2, and 4, and intermediate its ends it is 
provided on opposite sides with outwardly project 
ing ears, or pins 8, 8 to which the spout assem 
bly, presently to be described, is attached. 
The spout assembly includes an elongated and 

preferably tapered spout 20, the outer or Smaller 
end of which is externally threaded as shown at 
22. The other or larger end of the spout 20 is 
formed to provide a relatively short section 24 of 
Substantially. greater croSS Sectional area than 
the rest of the spout. This section 24 is internally 
threaded as clearly shown at 26 in Fig. 2. The en 
larged end of the spout 20 is positioned and is free 
to move longitudinally within a housing 28 which 
has an opening 30 in its top through which the 
spout extends. The lower end of the housing 28 
is provided on opposite sides with projecting 
members 32 which are each formed with longi 
tudinal slots 34. Each of the pins f8 is adapted 
to be engaged in one of the slots 34 thereby per 
mitting limited longitudinal and pivotal move 
ment of the spout 20 and the neck 6 while at the 
same time positively securing the spout to the 
neck of the can. An internally threaded closure 
member or cap 36 is provided and it is adapted to 
be used interchangeably to close either the outer 
end of the Spout 20 when the latter is in a pour 
ing position or to close the neck 6 when the 
spout is in a collapsed position. 
From the foregoing it is apparent that when a 

can equipped with a spout of the type described 
is filled and ready for packaging in bulk and 
shipment to the trade, the spout 20 is preferably 
disposed in the collapsed position which is parallel 
to the plane of the can top 2. The spout is held 
securely in this position by the closure cap 36 
When the latter is Screwed onto the threaded end 
of the neck 6. When one of the cans so assem 
bled reaches the ultimate user the cap 36 is re 
moved from the neck 6 and the spout assembly 
is raised sufficiently to enable the spout to be 
turned to a perpendicular position with respect 
to the plane of the top 2. In this position the 
internal threads 26 in the lower end of the spout 
can engage the external threads 7 on the upper 
end of the neck f6. As the spout 20 is free to 
turn in the housing 28 the Spout can be screwed 
down onto the neck 6 enough to provide a tight 
connection, and in this position the can is ready 
for use. By reason of the tapered form of the 
spout 20 and the fact that it is relatively wide at 
its lower end, the spout is free to move within 
the housing 28 but at the same time the spout 
is securely retained by the housing and cannot 
be lost or mislaid. After using, the cap 36 may be 
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2. 
screwed onto the outer threaded end of the spout 
20 to close the spout. 

Obviously, many modifications and Variations 
may be made in the invention herein set forth 
Without departing from the spirit and Scope 
thereof, and therefore only such limitations 
should be imposed as are indicated in the ap 
pended claims. 

I claim: 
1. In combination. With a container having a 

neck, OutWardly projecting pins disposed on op 
posite sides of said neck, a housing formed with 
oppositely disposed longitudinal. slots each 
adapted to accommodate one of said pins to 
permit longitudinal and vertical movement of 
the housing with respect to the plane of the end 
of the container, and a Spout slidably mounted 
in said housing and adapted. When it and the 
housing are in a position perpendicular to the 
end of the container to engage the end of said 
neck in a liquid tight connection. , 

2. In combination with a container having a 
neck threaded at one end, outwardly projecting 
pins disposed on Opposite sides of said neck, a 
housing formed with oppositely disposed longi 
tudinal slots each adapted to accommodate One 
of said pins to permit longitudinal and vertical 

2,124,385 
movement of the housing with respect to the 
plane of the end of the container, and a Spout 
threaded at one end slidably mounted in Said 
housing and adapted when it and the housing 
are in a position perpendicular to the plane of 
the end of the container to make threaded en 
gagement with said neck to form a liquid tight 
Connection. 

3. In combination with a container having a 
threaded neck, OutWardly projecting pins dis 
posed on opposite sides of Said neck, a housing 
open at its ends and provided at one end with 
oppositely disposed projecting members each of 
Which is formed With a longitudinal slot adapted 
to accommodate One of Said pins, a Spout 
mounted in said housing and extending through 
one end thereof, said spout being threaded at one 
end, and capable of longitudinal movement 
within the housing for engagement with said 
neck, and a closure member adapted to be used 
interchangeably to close the end of the spout 
When the latter is engaged with said neck and to 
close said neck and hold said housing and spout 
in position. When the latter lie parallel to the 
plane of the end of the container. 
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