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Zo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Doxarp 8. ALBRIGHT,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Sebring, in the county of Mahoning and
State of Olio, have invented & new and use-
ful Ware Rack, of which the following is
a specification. ‘

This invention relates to ware racks de-
signed for supporting plates, saucers, and
similar flat articles of pottery ware in the
decorating kiln. ‘ ‘

The usual method of supporting plates
or the like in the decorating kiln is to stack
the plates, setting each plate in horizontal
position and placing “pins” at spaced in-
tervals thereon to space the next plate there-
from. This method requires considerable
time and several handlings of the ware be-
tween the decorating and the placing of the
same in the kiln.

The objects of the present invention are to
provide a rack arranged to support the
plates or similar articles edgewise, in spaced
relation, adapted to receive the plates from
the decorator and to be placed directly in
the decorating kiln without further han-
dling of the ware,

The above and other objects may be. at-
tained by providing a rack such as illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, in
which-—

Figure 1, is a perspective view of a rack
embodying the invention; :

Tig. 2, a transverse section through the
raek; ‘

Fig. 3, a detail perspective view of one
of the upper notched bars; and

Tig. 4, a similar view of one of the lower
notched bars.

Similar numerals of reference indicate
similar parts throughout the drawing.

The rack embodying the invention com-
prises the upper and lower shelves 1-and 2
respectively, preferably formed of metal and
held in spaced relation by the corner posts 3.

The upper shelf is preferably reduced
throughout its intermediate portion, as
shown, in order to facilitate handling of the
rack, and the lower shelf is preferably of
open rectangular form, to reduce the weight
of the rack, the open center thereof receiv-
ing the Tower edges of the plates A as shown
in Fie, 2. Lo

Tn order to support the ware edgewise, in
spaced relation within the rack, the opposed

faces .of the shelves are provided with
notches to receive the edges of the ware.

For this purpose the upper and.lower
notched bars 4 and 5 rvespectively, of fire
clay or similar refractory material, are pref-
erably mounted in the shelves 1 and 2.

The upper shelf is provided with the cen-
tral, longitudinal T-shaped slot 6, the lower
portion of which is veduced as at 7, to re-
ceive the notched rvefractory bars 4 of cor-
responding cross sectional shape.

The reduced underside of the bars 4 is
provided with spaced -notches -8 as shown
m Figs. 2 and 3. The bars 4 as well as
the lower bars 5 are preferably formed in
sections in order that a section may be eas-
ily and cheaply replaced i case of break-
age. It has also been found that these short
sections may be molded and fired to. better
advantage than by forming each bar the
full Jength of the rack.’ :

Longitudinal grooves 9 are formed in the
upper tace of the lower shelf 2 adjacent
to and parallel with the longitudinal edges
thereof. The notched bars 5 formed of
refractory material and preferably formed
in sections are located in these grooves.

‘Ag best shown in Fig. 2 it will be seen
that the upper notched bar is located in 2
plane half way between the lower bars, thus
permitting each plate A to be supported
upon- its lower edge at points equi-distant
from the vertical center of the plate, the up-
per edge of the. plate being supported by
the notched bar 4 at the vertical center:

Ag each piece of ware is decorated, the
decorator places the same in the rack in the
position shown in Fig. 2, and as each rack
1s filled -with decorated wave it is place in
akiln or oven adapted for fiving the decora-
tion. These kilns are not heated to a high .
temperature and for this reason it has been
found practical to form the rack of iron
or other metal.

Ag the only portions of the rack which
come in contact with the ware are the
notched bars 4 and 5, these are the only por-
tions of the rack which should be formed
of fire clay or similar material to prevent
seratching or disfiguring the edges of the
ware. S

T claim: .

1. ‘A ware rack including vertically spaced
shelves, ‘the lower shelf having a pair of
parallel grooves in its upper face, notched
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~bars in said ‘orooveu; the ‘upper shelf hav-

ing a central slot and a notched bar support-

v cd in said slot. -

10

~2. A ware rack including vertically spaced
shelves, the lower shelf havmo' a. palr of
paral Tlel grooves in its upper nce. the upper
shelf having a central-slot and notched bars
off refrwctory materlal in said slot and
grooves: ‘

3.0 A ware rack mcludmn ve‘t’cally spaced
shelve.a, the lower Sheh havm:z a pair oi par-

allel grooves in its upper face, tLe upper
shelf h‘lVan a central T-shaped slot, notched
" bars of reimctory material in said 9,1 ooves
and a_T-shaped, notched bar of refractory 1
material in said slot.

4. A rack bar including Vertlmlly spaced
shelves, the upper shelf having a central
T-shaped slot, and a T-shaped, notched bar
of refractory material in said slot.

DONALD S. ALBRIGHT.
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