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Systems and methods for providing a reinforced cannula for use in a blood pump assembly. The
reinforced cannula comprises one or more thermoformed reinforced end portions. The thermoformed
reinforced end portions may be stiffer than a medial portion of the cannula, allowing the medial portion of
the cannula body to stretch and bend more readily than the cannula ends when the cannula is subject to an

applied stress, reducing the stress and strain on the cannula ends.
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[357&0A4%%] INTRAVASCULAR BLOOD PUMP SYSTEM HAVING A

DOUBLE THERMOFORM CANNULA AND A METHOD FOR FORMING THE

CANNULA
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Systems and methods for providing a reinforced cannula for use in a blood pump
assembly. The reinforced cannula comprises one or more thermoformed reinforced
end portions. The thermoformed reinforced end portions may be stiffer than a medial
portion of the cannula, allowing the medial portion of the cannula body to stretch and
bend more readily than the cannula ends when the cannula is subject to an applied

stress, reducing the stress and strain on the cannula ends.
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