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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
PRISCILLA M. BURNS AND NANCY CASE BARTHOLOMEW, OF ST. LOUIS, 

MISSOURI. 

CO RSET-FASTENING. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 470,541, dated March 8, 1892. 
Application filed September 14, 1891. Serial No. 405,647, (No model.) 

To all whon, it nay concern: . . 
Be it known that we, PRISCILLAM. BURNS 

and NANCY CASE BARTHOLOMEW, both of the 
city of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, have 
invented a certain new and useful Improve 
ment in Spring-Locked Corset-Fasteners, of 
which the following is a full, clear, and exact 
description, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings, forming part of this 
Specification. 
This invention relates to a single-action 

Spring Snap-lock that by one movement locks 
all the fastenings of the corset, with the steels 
in close connection with each other, allowing 
no roCin for play and detachment of the sub 
Ordinate fastenings; and it consists in fea 
tures of novelty hereinafter fully described, 
and pointed out in the claims. 

Figure I is an elevation of a pair of corset 
steels secured by our fastenings and locked 
by our spring snap-lock. Fig. II is an en 
larged detail perspective view and shows one 
of the fasteners with its locking attachment. 
Fig. III is an enlarged perspective view of the 
locking-key. Fig. IV is an enlarged perspec 
tive view of one of the catch-slotted lugs for 
attachment to one of the corresponding steels. 
Fig. W is an enlarged vertical section taken 
on line WW, Fig. I, and shows the catch locked 
in its slotted lug-seat in full lines, the key be 
ing also shown in broken lines in its unlocked 
position; and Fig. VI is an enlarged detail 
section view and shows the projecting but 
ton-catch secured on one steel and the in 
verted-T-slotted lug attached to the other 
steel. 

Referring to the drawings, 1 represents the 
corresponding steels, and 2 the projecting but 
tons, whose shoulder-collars 3 brace the at 
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tachment of said buttons to said steel, which 
attachment is effected by their rivet-shanks 4. 

5 represents the latching-lugs, which are 
secured to the corresponding steel to that 
which carries the buttons 2 by rivets 6. The 
said lug is provided with an inverted-T slot 
7, through the base or double-arm end 8 of 
which the heads 9 of the buttons 2 enter 
when the steels are brought into correspond 
ing engagement, and in the single-arm end 10 
of which slot the stem 11 of which button 
slides to its seat when the projecting double 

arms of said button-head embrace and hold 
against the face of the lug-plate. 

12 represents a spring-lug, which is secured 
by rivets 13 to the same steel that are the 
latching-lugs 5 back of the upper one of Said 
latching-lugs. The said spring-lug 12 is fur 
nished with duplex spring claw-hooks 14. 

15 represents a spring locking-key, whose 
T-foot 16 is grasped by the duplex Spring 
hooks 14 of the lug 12, and its concavo-con 
vex locking-stem is, when the device is fast 
ened, lock-seated within the locking portion 
8 of the inverted-T slot. 
By the avoidance of the use of spiral and 

other detachable springs to effect the locking 
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of our corset-fastener we avoid the most fruit 
ful causes of breakages and other damage to 
said fastener. At the same time the steels 
themselves and the duplex spring claW-hooks 
14 of the lugs 12 without the use of any frag 
ile spring attachment conjointly constitute 
quick and reliable springs that have no ele 
ment of weakness in them and no means of 
accidental detachment; also, as the Corre 
sponding edges of the steels are in close con 
tact with each other, both during and after 
the process of fastening and locking, there 
fore when the top fastening is locked there is 
no play, as with the ordinary loose fastenings 
that draw out to their latch, for any of the 
fastenings to become detached. Thus the 
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locking of one fastening locks the others also. 
We have shown and described the one 

locking device only at the top fastening of 
the steels, which single lock also locks all the 
subordinate fastenings; but we do not con 
fine ourselves to a single lock, for there may 
also be a duplicate lock in connection with 
the lower fastening and there may be locks 
to all the intermediate fastenings, if desired; 
but, as stated, the one lock locks all the fasten 
ings, for while one of the fastening-buttons 
is held from return to the combined entrance 
and exit double-arm end 8 of the fastening 
slot it is impossible for any of the remaining 
buttons to become detached. 
The operation of connecting and locking 

our corset-fastenings is as follows: The spring 
locking-key 15, in connection with the upper 
latching-lug 5, is preferably sprung forward, 
as shown in full lines in Figs. I, II, and V, its 
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Convex projecting locking - bow 1S being 
Snapped down within the double-arm portion 
8 of the inverted-T slot 7. The heads 9 of 
the projecting buttons 2, that are ranged in a 
rOW on the corresponding steel, are then in 
Serted through the double-arm portion 8 of 
Said slot 7, beginning at the lower one and 
Working up. When the upper button-head 
is inserted, it pushes the locking-bow 18 of 
the Spring locking-key 15 out of its way of 
entering said slot, and then the stem 11 of 
Said button, with that of all the subordinate 
buttons, slips up into the single-arm end 10 
of Said slot 7, thereby again releasing the 
Spring locking-key 15, whose locking-bow J8 
automatically drops into and again occupies 
the double-arm portion 8 of said slot, thereby 
holding the button from returning into said 
elongated portion of the slot. As the subor 
dinate buttons have all had to follow suit in 
their elevation into the single-arm ends 10 of 
the slots 7, it follows that they also, with the 
upper one, are retained locked in their seats. 
When it is desired to unlock and unfasten 

the corset, then the spring locking-key 15 is 
preferably thrown right back open into the 
position shown in broken lines in Fig. V, so 
as to remove all possibility of its snapping 
forward and relocking the button-fastenings. 
The buttons 2, with the steel that carries 
them, are then lowered or drop of their own 
accord into the double-arm ends S of the slot 
7, from which they are readily and may be 
simultaneously unbuttoned. 
We have purposely avoided the practice of 

drawing the corresponding steels apart to 
their ultimate fastened position, because of 
the loose play allowed to such attachments 
that frequently results in the unfastening of 
Some, if not all, of the individual buttons or 
attachments. Thus the edges of our steel are 
always close together, both while fastening 
and when fastened; also, to avoid spiral and 
other weak spring attachments that are liable 
to breakage and displacement we have util 
ized the spring of the steels themselves in conjunction with the duplex spring-hooks 14 
to command an eccentric spring movement of 
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the locking-key 15, which single key at the 
time of fastening locks the whole series of 
buttons in their seats. 
We claim as our invention 
1. In a spring-locked corset-fastener, the 

combination of the steels 1, the projecting 
buttons 2, the inverted-T-slotted lugs 5, the 
spring-lug 12, and the spring locking-key 15, 
substantially as and for the purpose set forth. 

2. In a spring-locked corset-fastener, the 
combination of the steels, the inverted-T- 
slotted lugs 5, secured to one of said steels, 
the projecting buttons 2, secured to the cor 
responding steel, the lug 12, having the du 
plex spring-hooks 14 secured to the first 
named steel, and the spring locking-key 15, 
having the T-foot 16, that is held within the 
embrace of said spring-hooks, substantially 
as and for the purpose set forth. 

3. In a spring-locked corset-fastener, the 
combination of the corresponding steels, the 
projecting buttons 2, having the shoulder 
collars 3, the stems 11, and the elongated 
heads 9, the said buttons secured to one of 
said steels, the inverted-T-slotted lugs 5, pro 
vided with the double-arm insertion portion 8 
of said slot and the single-arm fastening por 
tion 10 thereof, the said lug secured to the 
other corresponding steel, the lug 12, having 
the spring - extension duplex hooks 14, the 
said lug secured adjacent to one of the lugs 5 
to the same steel, the spring locking-key 15, 
having the T-foot 16, and the locking-bow 18 
of said key, the said T-foot of said key em 
braced within said duplex spring-hooks 14 
and said flat T-foot being eccentrically exer 
cised by the spring of the steel that carries it 
and the spring of the duplex hooks that em 
brace it to enforce, respectively, the Snapping 
forward of said key and locking - bow and 
snapping backward to unlock the same, sub 
stantially as and for the purpose set forth. 

PRISCILLA. M. BURNS. 
NANCY CASE BARTHOLOMEW. 

In presence'of 
BENJN. A. KNIGHT, 
E. S. KNIGHT. 

55 

65 

7 O 

75 

85 


