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To all whom, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, HowARD M. PIERCE, a 

citizen of the United States, residing in the 
borough of Brooklyn of the city of New 
York, in the State of New York, have in 
vented certain new and useful Inprovements 
in Headgear for Athletes, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawings, forming a 
part hereof. 

Head-gears for athletes, and particularly 
football players, having ear flaps, are ingen 
eral use. Such gear, however, being intend 
ed for the head, and requiring an adequate 
degree of bulk and stiffness for protection, 
should be adjustable in some way to accom 
modate itself to heads of different sizes. It 
has been proposed to effect this adjustment 
by splitting the head-gear along a line above 
the forehead and providing laces along the 
meeting edges whereby the head-gear might 
be drawn snugly around the head of the 
wearer. With such an opening, however, 
there remains an element of real danger since 
when the meeting edges are split apart the 
laces alone rest over the opening. Further, 
the construction is one which makes for 
weakness. The object of the present inven 
tion is to provide an improved head-gear 
which sRif be readily adjustable and yet 
shall present no line of weakness nor fail to give complete protection at all points. In 
accordance with the invention openings are 
formed at the sides of the head-gear in line 
with the ear flaps and the flaps are made of 
novel construction so as to over-lie the open 
ings when the head-gear is in place so as to 
protect the head and yet permit some degree 
of adjustment for size. These ear flaps at 
their free edges are engaged by draw strings 
for tightening the head-gear as it is adjust 
ed. Accordingly, the ear flaps perform a 
dual function and meet the difficulties here 
tofore experienced in forming a simple inex 
pensive and protective head-gear capable of 
ready adjustment to heads of different sizes. 

Reference is now to be had to the accom 
panying drawings for a detailed description 
of a practical embodiment of the invention, 
in which drawings- - 

Figure 1 is a view in front elevation of the improved head-gear, the laces being removed 
from one of the ear flaps. 

Fig. 2 is a view in side elevation of the 

both ears so as to 

head-gear shown in Fig. 1, the lacing being 
shown in place. 
The head-gear colnprises generally, as 

usual, a circular portion a adapted to pass 
around the head and a crown section b which 
may be formed with ventilating holes b’. At 
the rear of the circular portion a may be se cured a depending flap a which overlies the 
neck and base of the head. At the opposite 
sides of the circular portion a are carried ear 
flaps c adapted to be drawn into place and 
retained with the head-gear by an adjustable 
strapd, all in a manner well known. The 
principal object of the present invention is 
to make the circular portion a adjustable to 
heads of different sizes without sacrificing any degree of protection. In realizing this 
object the ear flaps c are formed of peculiar 
construction so as to serve the purpose of maintaining the head-gear in adjusted posi 
tion on the head and over-lying openings 
thereinthrough which the adjustment size is 
effected. The head portion of the gear is 
Split at one or both sides in line with one or 

give such a spread as to 
enable the gear to fit heads of different sizes. 
These splits are shown as two in number in 
the illustrated embodiment and illustrated 
generally at a, a. Each ear flap a is se 
cured to the head-piece a along one edge 
only, as indicated by the line of stitching at 
(, So that its other edge is free to carry eye 
lets c' through which might pass a lacing e 
for Securing the ear flaps adjustably in place. 
The lacing e passes through eyeletsa' formed 
in a strip (which is fastened permanently 
to the head-piece a. Each ear flap e over 
lies the splito", a, at its side of the gear so 
as to close the opening when in place and 
protect the head completely. That portion 
of each ear flap c which over-lies the opening 
in the head band a is preferably lined with 
padding, as indicated on one of the flaps at 
c while the lower portion of the same ear 
flap preferably has stitched thereto only a 
rib of padding to receive the ear. 
In use, it will be evident that the band a 

of the head gear is adjusted for the size of 
the head of the wearer by adjusting one or 
both of the lacings e, these lacings when ad 
justed serving to maintain the ear flapse in 
proper position over the openings aa and 
thereby insure effective protection for the 
Weae. 
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What I claim is: 
1. In a head gear a head band split at one 

side, an ear flap secured to the head band at 
one side of the split section and means car 
ried with the ear flap to draw it over the 
split section adjustably and secure its free 
end to the headband. 

2. In a head gear, a head band having split 
sections at opposite sides in line with the 
ears, ear flaps secured to the head band at 
one side of the split sections and means en 
gaging the ear flaps and the head band to 
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Secure the flaps adjustably across said split 
sections. 

3. In a head gear a head band split atop- 15 
posite sides in line with the ears, ear flaps 
having padded portions over-lying said split 
sections and stitched at one edge to the head 
band, lacings carried with the ear flaps along 
their free edges, and eyelets carried with the 20 
head band to receive said lacings. 
This specification signed this 21st day of 

Sept. A. D. 1920. 
HOWARD MADISON PIERCE. 


