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This invention relates to containers or caskets 
Of the knock-down type and is particularly ap 
plicable to burial caskets. 
An object of the invention is to provide a casket 

5 or container which may be shipped and stored 
knocked-down and then readily and easily as 
Seabled When desired for use or display. 
Another object is to provide a casket or con 

tainer of the knock-down type which when 
10 assembled will be sturdy but light in weight. 

Another object is to provide a casket or con 
tainer of the knock-down type which may read 
ily be made Water-proof. 
Other objects and advantages will appear from 

15 tile description hereinafter given of a burial 
casket in which the invention is embodied. 
According to the invention in its principal. as 

pect, the side and end members of the casket or 
container are provided with flanges to engage 

20 fanges which depend from the edges of the bot 
tom member, a corner post is arranged in each 
corner, and a corner member is arranged at each 
corner and cooperates With the other members to 
lock the same in assembled position. 

For the purpose of illustration, the invention 
Will be explained as applied to a burial casket 
but it is to be understood that the invention is 
equally applicable to caskets or containers for 
other purposes. 
The invention is exemplified by the casket 

illustrated in the accompanying drawings in 
Which the views are as follows: 

Fig. 1 is a central vertical section through the 
casket as indicated by line - of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the casket with the 
COWerS removed. 

Fig. 3 is a vertical section through one corner 
of the casket as indicated by the line 3-3 of 
Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a sectional plan view of one corner 

25 

30 

35 

40 
of the casket as indicated by the line 4-4 of 
Fig. 3. 

Fig. 5 is a section taken on the line 5-5 of 
Fig. 4. 

Fig. 6 is a plan view showing a portion of the 
bottom member near one corner thereof. 

Fig. 7 is an edge view of that part of the bottom 
member shown in Fig. 6, one part thereof being 
broken away to show another part thereof in sec 

50 tion. 
Fig. 8 is an elevation of a portion of a side men 

ber of the casket and 
Fig. 9 is an end view thereof. 
Fig. 10 is a sectional plan view taken on the 

is line -ie of Fig. 8. 

45 

(CI. 27-6) 
Fig. 11 is a view showing a fragment of a side 

member, such as that shown in Fig. 8, and a 
fragment of an end member, Similar to that 
ShoW in Fig. 8, applied to a corner fragment of 
the bottom member, such as that shown in Fig. 6. 

Fig. 12 is a view similar to Fig. 11 but showing 
a corner post and a corner member added to the 
assembly shown therein. 
The casket is provided with two identical sub 

stantially parallel side members í and ía, two 
identical end members 2 and 2a which are ar 
ranged substantially parallel to each other at 
right angles to the side members, and a bottom 
member 3 which is arranged between the side 
members and between the end members. 

, 5 
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5 
Botton member 3 is of greater length than the 

Side members, of greater Width than the end 
members and has each of its corners beveled 
from the adjacent end of a side member to the 
adjacent end of an end member. 

Since the casket is made of sheet metal, each 
Side member has two ribs 4 and 5 pressed there 
in, each end member has two ribs S and 7 pressed 
therein, the bottom member has intersecting 
ribs 8 and 9 pressed therein, and the upper edges 
of the side and end members are turned in Ward 
and form horizontal flanges in order to increase. 
the rigidity of the casket. 
As best shown in Figs... 8 to 10, the upper por 

tion of each side member is turned inward and 
toward the center of the side member to form 
an Open flange or socket fo, the lower portion of 
each side member is cut away at each end thereof 
upon a line which substantially coincides With 
the inner end surface of flange 0, and the lower 
edge portion of each side member is turned in 
Ward and upWard to form an open flange or socket 
if the upper edge of which is spaced is below the 
lower ends of flanges O. 
The end members are substantially the same 

as the side members except that they are shorter. 
That is, each end member is cut and bent in the 
above described manner to form open flanges or 
Sockets 2 and 3 (Fig. 11) which correspond, re 
spectively, to flanges f and . 
Each edge of bottom member 3 is turned down 

Ward to form a depending flange and each of 
these flanges is preferably joined to each of the 
adjacent fanges as by Welding or by being formed 
integral therewith to form a continuous flange f4 
which extends around the periphery of bottom 
member 3. In assembling the casket, bottom 
member 3 is arranged between the two side men 
bers and between the two end members With 
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2 
flange 4 arranged in flanges and 3 as best 
shown in Fig. 11. 
The casket is provided with four corner posts 

7 each of which extends across a corner of the 
casket and has its ends bent to form flanges 8 
and 9 which, as shown in Fig. 4, extend into 
the open flanges C and 2 formed, respectively, 
upon the adjacent ends of the adjacent side and 
end members. 

Each corner post is provided at its top with a 
horizontal fange 20 which extends outward and 
at its bottom with a horizontal flange 2 which 
extends inward and is supported by bottom mem 
ber 3 as shown in Fig. 3. 
The casket members thus far described are 

locked in position by four corner members 24, one 
of which closes each corner of the casket and is 
so shaped that its end portions overlap and en 
gage the end portions of the adjacent side and 
end members as shown in FigS. 1, 4 and 12. 

Each corner member has its lower edge portion 
bent inward and upward to form an open flange 
or socket 25 and its upper edge portion bent in 
Ward substantially at right angles thereto to form 
a, fange 2S. When the casket is assembled, sock 
et 25 overlaps and engages the flanges and 
3 on the adjacent side and end members and 
fange 2G overlaps and engages the flange 20 On 
the adjacent corner post 7 and the fanges on 
the upper edges of the adjacent side and end 
inerynberS. 

It is to be understood that the distance be 
tveen the inner surface of flange 25 and the Un 
der surface of flange 26 is such that, when the 
casket is assembled, the corner members clamp 
the corner posts, side members and end men 
bars iirmly in position. 
Each corner member is retained in position by 

two bolts 27 which extend therethrough and are 
threaded into Sockets 28 which extend through 
the adjacent corner post and have enlarged 
heads arranged upon the inside thereof as shown 

ig. 3. 
If it is desired to make the casket Waterproof, 

a thick cement or suitable gaskets may be placed 
within flanges 0, . , 2, 3 and 25 before as 
sembly. Gaskets may be placed also beneath 
flainges 2 and the heads of sockets 28. The 
space between each corner member 25 and the 
adjacent corner post 7 may be filled with a 
suitable cement, an aperture 29 being formed in 
each flange 2 for this purpose. 
derstood that, if the casket is to be made water 
proof, certain dimensions may have to be altered 
to accommodate the gaskets. 
The top of the casket is closed by a lid 3 

having the edge portion thereof turned inward 
and downward to form a depending fiange 32 
Which extends into the casket when the lid is in 
pCsition as shown in Fig. 1. 
The central part of lid 3 may be pressed up 

Ward and provided with an opening 33 to per 
mit a view of the interior of the casket, and open 
iing 33 I lay be closed by a sheet of glass 34 sealed 
in a frame 35 which is welded or otherwise suit 
ably secured to lid 31. 
Water may be prevented from entering the 

top of the casket by gasketS or cement placed 
between the edge portions of lid 3 and the up 
per fidanges on the side, end and corner mem 
bers. - 

In order to protect glass 34 during and after 
interment, the casket may be provided with a 
cover 33 Which is pressed from a Single piece of 
sheet metal and, as shown in Fig. 1, shaped to 
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It is to be un-- . 

provide a horizontal edge portion & to rest upon 
the edge portion of lid 3, a peripheral flange 42 
which extends downward around the sides and 
ends of the casket, and a dome 43 which extends 
over and above glass 34 to protect the same. 
The casket, which may be made of Ordinary 

Sheet Steel and Sprayed With a moi'e preC?OUS 
metal in the well known manner, may be assem 
bued without the aid of tools, except a ScreW 
driver to tighten bolts. 2. Also, no handles are 
required as the casket may be handled by grasp 
ing the curved lower flanges ! I and 3. 
The invention herein set forth is Susceptible 

of Various modifications without departing from 
the scope thereof as hereafter claimed. - 
The invention is hereby claimed as follows: 
1. In a casket or the like, the combination of 

two opposed side members and two opposed end 
members each having a flange extending inward 
and upward from the lower edgethereof, a bot 
tom, member arranged between said side and end 
members and having marginal flanges extending 
downward into the flanges on said side and end 
members, a corner post supported by said bot 
tom member at each ... corner thereof and re 
strained from outWard movement by the adja 
cent side and end members, a flange extending 
outward from the upper end of said corner post, 
a corner member arranged at each corner of 
said bottom member, a flange extending inward 
and upward from the lower edge of each corner 
member to overlap and engage the flanges on 
he adjacent Side and end members, a flange ex 
tending in Ward from the upper edge of each cor 
ner member to overlap and engage the fange on 
the Upper end of the adjacent corner post and 
thereby enable said corner members to fasten 
all of the other members together, and means 
for fastening each corner member to the adja 
cent corner post. 

2. In a casket or the like, the combination of 
two opposed side members and two opposed end 
members each having a flange extending in Ward 
and upward from the lower edge thereof, a bot 
tion member arranged between said side and end 
meinbers, and having a continuous narginal 
flange extending downward into the flanges On 
said side and end members, a corner post sup 
ported by said botton menaber at each corner 
thereof and restrained from OutWard movement 
by the adjacent side and end members, a flange 
extending OutWard from the upper end of Said 
corner post, a corner member arranged at each 
corner of said bottom member, a flange extend 
ing inward and upward from the lower edge of 
each corner member to overlap and engage the 
fianges on the adjacent side and end members, 
a flange extending inward from the upper edge 
of each corner member to overlap and engage 
the flange on the upper end of the adjacent cor 
ner post and theireby enable said corner nem 
bers to fasten all of the other members together, 
means for fastening each corner meinber to the 
adjacent corner post, Sealing means arranged in 
the joints between said bottom member, side 
members, end members and corner posts, and 
means for introducing sealing matter between 
each corner member and the adjacent corner 
post. - 

3. In a casket, or the like, the combination of 
two opposed side members and two opposed end 
members, a bottom member of greater length 
than said side members and of greater width than 
Said end members arranged between Said side 
and end members and having each of its corners 
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beveled from the end of the adjacent side mem 
ber to the end of the adjacent end member, a 
flange depending from each edge of said bottom 
member, a fiange extending inward and upward 
from the lower edge of each of said side and end 
members to receive the depending flange on the 
adjacent edge of said bottom member, a corner 
post Supported by Said bottom member at each 
corner thereof and restrained from outward 
in Overinent by the adjacent side and end members, 
a flange extending outward from the upper end 
of Said corner post, a corner member arranged at 
each corner of Said bottom member, a flange 
extending inward and upward from the lower 
edge of each corner member to overlap and en 
gage the flanges on the lower edges of the adja 
cent Side af2d end members, a flange extending 
inward from the upper edge of each corner mem 
ber to overlap and engage the flange on the 
upper end of the adjacent corner post and thereby 
enable Said corner members to fasten all of the 
other members together, and means for fastening 
each corner member to the adjacent corner post. 

4. In a casket or the like, the combination of 
two opposed side members and two opposed end 
members, a bottom member of greater length 
than Said side members and of greater width than 
said end members arranged between said side and 
end members and having each of its corners bew - 
eled from the end of the adjacent side member 
to the end of the adjacent end member, a flange 
depending from each edge of said bottom member 
and joined to the adjacent flanges to form a 
Continuous flange around the periphery of said 
bottom member, a flange extending inward and 
upward from the lower edge of each of said side 
and end members to receive the depending flange 
On the adjacent edge of said bottom member, a 
Corner post Supported by Said bottom member at 
each corner thereof and restrained from outward 
movement by the adjacent side and end members, 
a flange extending outward from the upper end 
of Said corner post, a corner member arranged 
at each Corner of Said bottom member, a flange 
extending inward and upward from the lower 
edge of each corner member to overlap and en 
gage the flanges On the loWer edges of the adja 
cent Side and end members, a flange extending 
in Ward from the upper edge of each corner mem 
ber to overlap and engage the flange on the upper 
end of the adjacent corner post and thereby en 
able Said corner members to fasten all of the 
other members together, means for fastening each 
Corner member to the adjacent corner post, seal 
ing means arranged in the joints between said 
bottom member, side members, end members and 
Corner post, and means for introducing sealing 
matter between each corner member and the ad 
jacent corner post. 

5. In a casket or the like, the combination of 
tWO Opposed side members and two opposed end 
members, each having a horizontal flange ex 
tending inward from the upper edge thereof, a 
bottom member of greater length than said side 
members and of greater Width than said end 
members arranged between said side and end 
members and having each of its corners beveled 
from the end of the adjacent side member to the 
end of the adjacent end member, a flange de 
pending from each edge of Said bottom member 

3 
and joined to the adjacent flanges to form a con 
tinuous flange around the periphery of said bot 
tOm member, a flange extending inward and 
upward from the lower edge of each of said Side 
and end members to receive the depending flange 
On Said bottom member, an open flange formed 
upon each end of each side and end member upon 
the inside thereof, a corner post supported by 
Said bottom member at each corner thereof and 
having its Side edge portions bent outward and 
inserted in the open flanges on the adjacent ends 
Of the adjacent side and end members, a flange 
extending outward from the upper end of said 
COrner post, a corner member arranged at each 
Corner of Said bottom member, a fiange extend 
ing in Ward and upward from the lower edge of 
each corner member to overlap and engage the 
flanges on the lower edges of the adjacent side 
and end members, a flange extending inward 
from the upper edge of each corner member to 
Overlap and engage the upper flanges on the ad 
jacent Corner post and adjacent side and end 
members and thereby enable said corner members 
to fasten all of the other members together, and 
means for fastening each corner member to the 
adjacent corner post. 

6. In a casket or the like, the combination of 
two opposed side members and two opposed end 
members, each having a horizontal flange ex 
tending inward from the upper edge thereof, a 
bottom member of greater length than said side 
riaenbers and of greater width than said end 
members arranged between said side and end 
members and having each of its corners beveled 
frCin the end of the adjacent side member to 
the end of the adjacent end member, a flange 
depending from each edge of said bottom mem 
ber and joined to the adjacent flanges to form 
a continuous flange around the periphery of said 
bottom member, a flange extending inward and 
upward from the lower edge of each of said side 
and end members to receive the depending flange 
On Said bottom member, an open flange formed 
upOn each end of each side and end member 
upon the inside thereof, a corner post supported 
by Said bottom member at each corner thereof 
and having its side edge portions bent outward 
and inserted in the open flanges on the adjacent 
ends of the adjacent side and end members, a 
flange extending outward from the upper end 
of Said corner post, a corner member arranged at 
each corner of said bottom member, a flange 
extending in Ward and upward from the lower 
edge of each corner member to overlap and en 
gage the flanges on the lower edges of the adja 
cent Side and end members, a flange extending 
inWard from the upper edge of each corner mem 
ber to overlap and engage the upper flanges on 
the adjacent corner post and adjacent side and 
end members and thereby enable said corner 
members to fasten all of the other members to 
gether, means for fastening each corner member 
to the adjacent corner post, sealing means ar 
ranged in the joints between said bottom member, 
side members, end members and corner post, and 
means for introducing sealing matter between 
each corner member and the adjacent corner 
pOSt. 

JOHIN OSCAR BIESCH. 
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